
In a world of increasing complexity, the disciplines that make up the  
arts and sciences open the doors for inquiry, understanding, and progress. 
Penn Arts & Sciences provides the foundation for students across the 
University, and our mission to advance the depth and breadth of a liberal 
arts education and the pursuit of knowledge is the intellectual core that 
sustains Penn. 

Endowment support is critical and annual funds are a vital companion. 
Annual gifts can be used as they come in, allowing for flexibility and 
investment in emerging priorities.

Building Foundations,  
Finding Frontiers

Supporting the Arts & Sciences Annual Fund



In 2020, 600 donors gave $1.1 million, providing 
spendable funds equal to the income of a $22 million 
endowment. Gifts to the Arts & Sciences Annual Fund  
are put to immediate use, supporting every aspect of  
the School’s mission, including:

 MEETING THE FINANCIAL AID GAP. Penn Arts & Sciences’ 
financial aid endowment covers only a small fraction of the 
amount needed to support our all-grant aid packages. 

SUPPORTING INNOVATIVE TEACHING. Our faculty are 
constantly responding to the needs and interests of our students, 
and flexible funds allow for new course development and  
research opportunities.

FUNDING INNOVATIVE FACULTY RESEARCH in areas 
including energy and sustainability, brain and mind studies,  
and the digital humanities.

The Arts & Sciences 
Annual Fund supports:

6,200+  
STUDENTS IN THE COLLEGE 

1,300+  
DOCTORAL STUDENTS

500+  
FACULTY

20+  
RESEARCH CENTERS 

56  
UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS

33  
DOCTORAL PROGRAMS



HANNAH ERDOGAN, C’22, is majoring in 
psychology and minoring in Middle Eastern studies 
because she wants to be a bilingual or multilingual 
healthcare provider, working with communities 
who face barriers to treatment and care.

MARVIN MORGAN, C’21, likes 
studying astrophysics because the 
vastness of the universe means there 
is always something new to discover.

Finding greener uses for natural gases 
motivates DANIEL MINDIOLA, Brush 
Family Professor of Chemistry. His lab is 
working toward the goal of zero emissions. 
Converting methane to more value-added  
or storable fuels, without combustion, would 
limit the dangerous greenhouse gases present 
in our atmosphere. Methane is energy-rich 
and incredibly abundant, and if Mindiola  
has his way, it will be sustainable, too.

For EMILY STEINER, Professor 
of English, the classroom is an 
opportunity to share her love of 
medieval literature. By showing 
students the humor and drama of The 
Canterbury Tales or Beowulf that can 
be obscured by difficult language or 
unfamiliar customs, she encourages 
them to be both lovers of the past and 
critical thinkers about the present.



“The Arts & Sciences Annual Fund directly supports the people and projects 
that make Penn Arts & Sciences exceptional. Our work is possible because  
of the Annual Fund and the generosity of alumni, parents, and friends.”

Steven J. Fluharty
Dean and Thomas S. Gates, Jr. Professor of Psychology, Pharmacology, and Neuroscience
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The Arts & Sciences Annual Fund is the most direct way to support the School and our 
commitment to the future and the power of the liberal arts. By providing immediate, 
unrestricted funds, you support access to a Penn Arts & Sciences education and 
innovative learning, research, and teaching opportunities for our students and faculty. 

Gifts of any size support the Arts & Sciences Annual Fund. To learn more, contact 
Laura Weber, Assistant Vice Dean of Advancement, at lweber@sas.upenn.edu or visit 
www.sas.upenn.edu/annual-fund. 
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