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SAS Sustainability Plan 

 The School of Arts and Sciences (SAS) is committed to the advancement of environmental 

sustainability and much of our work supports the goals outlined in the University of Pennsylvania’s 

Climate Action Plan 2.0. The SAS Sustainability Plan, originally developed by the School of Arts and 

Sciences in 2012, is built on three cornerstones: energy, operations and education. Since developing the 

plan in 2012, SAS Facilities Planning and Operations (FPO) has planned and implemented a variety of 

projects and initiatives to support these cornerstones while contributing to larger campus-wide 

sustainability goals. The future projects and initiatives selected by SAS FPO will strive to do the same. 

Many of these investments in sustainability are also expected to generate reasonable return on 

investment. SAS FPO intends to focus effort and resources on objectives that will reduce long term 

operating costs for SAS, thus contributing to an environmentally and financially sustainable future for 

the School.  

SAS Sustainability Cornerstones: Energy, Operations, Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy 

Energy cornerstone objectives are based on reducing consumption and improving efficiency, thus aiming 

to reduce the school’s carbon footprint and energy costs. These goals are achieved through a variety of 

HVAC, lighting, and other building system upgrades and system replacements, as well as education to 

promote end user behavior change. Examples of energy focused projects and initiatives accomplished at 

SAS include: 

 Chemistry 1973 wing exhaust upgrades resulting in 40% energy use reduction 
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 Lynch Laboratory Aircuity system for energy reductions with a less than 2 year return on 

invenestment 

 Fels HVAC Project 

 Participation in the University-wide Power Down Challenge 

Future Energy Goals: 

 The Neural and Behavioral Sciences Building to achieve LEED Silver certification 

 Leidy Century Bond HVAC upgrades 

 Goddard 2 and 4 VAV conversion 

Operation 

Operation cornerstone objectives include waste minimization, increased recycling, and composting 

where possible on campus. SAS FPO has adopted University-wide standards for trash and recycling bin 

pairings and signage to increase the School’s waste minimization and recycling rates. Examples of 

operation focused projects and initiatives accomplished/ongoing at SAS include:  

 Composting at Williams, Cohen and Lynch 

 SAS Furniture Lifecycle Reuse Program 

 The first School to implement the University’s Green Guidelines for Renovations 

 Implementation of a recycling compactor at DRL and duel compactor at Lynch 

 

Future Operation Goals: 

 The Neural and Behavioral Sciences Building green roof and stormwater education garden 

5.6 Tons

0.6 Tons

5.56…

SAS Furniture Lifecycle Reuse Program
Furniture Diverted From Landfill Metrics

Reused at SAS

Reused at nonprofits through the Netter Center

Reclaimed/ Recycled through Revolution Recovery
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 Bin pairing standard 

 Increase recycling and waste minimization 

Education 

Education cornerstone objectives include engaging the Penn community (faculty, staff, and students) 

and neighboring communities in sustainability initiatives. This is accomplished through targeted events 

and the SAS Website. Examples of educational initiatives and events accomplished at SAS include the 

following: 

 Green events at all school-wide staff appreciation (including holiday events) 

 Annual earth day events, which have included the PECO Green roof tour in 2014 and the Big 

Green Block Tour in 2015 

 Bin Display created to educate and create awareness on waste streams 

 LEED Green Associate staff at SAS FPO 

Future Education Goals: 

 Increase faculty and student engagement 

 NBS and Ecology 240 partnership 

 Increase in number of Green Teams 

 

Results 

Through accomplished and current initiatives and projects outlined in the SAS Sustainability 

Plan, payback to the school and contributions to the larger University’s goals have already been 

achieved. The SAS Furniture Recycling Program, composting efforts, and waste minimization education 

have directly supported the CAP 2.0 goal to “increase recycling rates, currently approximately 24%, to 

30% by 2019, and continue to reduce overall municipal solid waste”. The School has greatly contributed 

to the CAP 2.0 goal of a 10% energy reduction in buildings by 2019 and a 27% reduction by 2042 through 

numerous lighting, HVAC and exhaust upgrades. Future goals of the SAS Sustainability Plan continue to 

develop on these efforts, supporting the CAP 2.0 and the Schools commitment to the advancement of 

environmental sustainability. Future projects and initiatives of the SAS Sustainability Plan include energy 

efficiency lighting upgrades, LEED Certified buildings, waste minimization efforts, and continued faculty, 

staff, student and community engagement and education. 


