Doing Science Studies 

Graduate Seminar, Department of HSS, January 2009. 
Class meets in Williams Hall, Thursday, 3-6 p.m. (might be changed to 4-7)
John Tresch, jtresch@sas.upenn.edu.
Office Hours: Monday 1:30-3:30 or by appointment Cohen Hall 326

Requirements: Attendance at all class meetings is required. Let me know in advance by email if something prevents you from attending.
Final assignment: There is no final assignment.

Introduction of texts: One student will be responsible for the texts for each day of class. This involves preparing an introduction and discussion questions arising from the readings. In addition, it means after class writing a two- to three- page report of that day’s class discussion, , summarizing key topics, discussion points and issues raised:  this should be turned in at the next class meeting. At the end of the semester, these reports will be printed, collated and distributed for the entire class as a souvenir of the course.
Tutorial weeks: Every student will meet with the instructor for about an hour at least once during the semester. This will be a chance to discuss any issues or questions you’re encountering in the readings or discussions; the time could also be used to go over other papers you are working on, or talk more generally about the relations between the course and your research interests. Time will be set aside for these meetings, and other times for meeting can be arranged.
Weekly assignment: Everyone, including the instructor, will write a short text--  MAXIMUM 1000 WORDS-- related to the readings to be discussed in class that day. Bring it with you, printed out, when you arrive. This is not a “reading response” or summary. Instead, the aim is to put together a stand-alone piece of writing that explores some key issue or question raised by the readings in whatever way seems appropriate or interesting to you. It could be tied to research you are doing in other classes, some topic or set of topics you are considering for more extended writing, or your own experience, memory or reflections—something you saw, thought or remembered. Experimentation in terms of form and genre is encouraged: try writing in ways that are new, unfamiliar, outside your usual routines of writing. The aims of this exercise are multiple: it will help you get into the habit (or to strengthen your existing habit) of writing all the time and being ready to try out ideas, half-baked or fully-baked, with your hands on the keyboard; it will encourage you to deal with the readings in a personally relevant, engaged way; finally, these writings will be the starting point for discussions in class.
CLASS SCHEDULE

1 Jan 15: History and Sociology of Science as Vocation
Steven Shapin, “On Lowering the Tone” (HSS 2008 Lecture)
2. Jan 22: Protocols and Paradigms: Viennese Trajectories 
Hacking, Representing and Intervening
Steven Toulmin, from Wittgenstein’s Vienna

Galison, “Aufbau/Bauhaus,” in Critical Inquiry 
Lakatos: Progressive research programs (in Hacking, ed.)
Kuhn: Structure of Scientific Revolutions, “Postscript”; response to Popper


(A matter of fact)
3. Jan 29: From Sociology of Religion to Sociology of Knowledge
Bible Genesis, Exodus
Auguste Comte: Lessons 1 and 2, Course of Positive Philosophy 
Durkheim: from Elementary Forms of the Religious Life  [Division of Labor?]
Durkheim and Mauss: Primitive Classification

(Collective effervescence)
4. Feb 5: SSK and Bath
Karl Mannheim, "On the Interpretation of Weltanschauung", in Karl Mannheim , Kurt Wolf (ed.) Transaction Press, 1993

David Bloor, Knowledge and Social Imagery
Mary Douglas, Natural Symbols
Harry Collins: from Changing Order, “Experimenters’ Regress”

(The sacred and the profane)
5. Feb 12: Interpretive Regimes (Ethnomethodology, Cultural Anthropology) 
Garfinkel, “Agnes” from Studies in Ethnomethodology; Garfinkel and Sachs, “On the Formal Structures of Practical Activities”
Michael Lynch, on evidential contexts. 
Geertz, from Interpretations of Culture

Geertz, from Available Light
Turner, from The Ritual Process. 

(What is this context?)
6. Feb 19: TUTORIAL WEEK 
7. Feb 26: Epistemological Fields [NOTE: Class to be rescheduled, instructor absent]

Bachelard: Regional epistemology, Phenomenotechniques, coupure epistemologique
Bourdieu: “The Scientific Field”; Outline for a Theory of Practice (on habitus)

(Struggle over symbolic capital)
8. Mar 5: Life, Discipline, Biopower

Foucault: “Representation”; “Cuvier”; “Life, Language, Labor” from The Order of Things
History of Sexuality. Final Section (on biopower)

"Governmentality" (1978)

"The Birth of Biopolitics" (1979) trans. 2008.
"Technologies of the Self" (1982), in The Foucault Effect.

(Technology of the self)
(SPRING BREAK(
9. Mar 19: Scallops, Actants, Factishes 

Callon, 1986, «Some Elements For A Sociology of Translation : Domestication of the Scallops and the Fishermen of St-Brieuc Bay», In Law, J. (ed.), Power, Action and Belief : a New Sociology of Knowledge?, London, Sociological Review Monograph: Routledge and Kegan Paul, p.196-223. 
Bruno Latour: Pasteurization of France, Irreductions 
Science in Action (centers of calculation, symmetry, trials of strength)
Pandora’s Hope: Circulating reference; Factishes.

Latour, “Where Are the Missing Masses? The Sociology of a Few Mundane Artifacts.”  in Bijker and Law, eds, Shaping Technology/Building Society.

(Recruiting allies) 
10. Mar 26  Mangles, Nomads, Inorganic Life
Deleuze and Guattari: A Thousand Plateaus. “Geology of Morals”; “Nomadology,” “One or Many Wolves?”

De Landa: “Nonorganic Life,” in Jonathan Crary & Sanford Kwinter (eds), Zone 6: Incorporations, New York: Urzone, 1992, pp. 129-67. 
Pickering, from The Mangle of Practice.
Deleuze, “The Control Society” 

(Assemblages)
11. Apr 2: Technology and Economy
Chris Kelty, Two Bits: The Cultural Significance of Free Software
Selections from Donald MacKenzie, Muniesa, and Siu eds. Do Economists Make Markets? On the Performativity of Economics. 

Selections from Sarah Franklin, Dolly Mixtures: The Remaking of Genealogy 

LAST THREE CLASSES: texts to be chosen from the following list (other suggestions welcome). Probably 2 per week We’ll discuss to determine the top 6 (but maybe more if needed/desirable/possible).. Those with an asterisk are ones I think would be particularly interesting/ useful, but the final list and order will depend on the others that are ultimately selected. The “workshop” format will continue. 
* Donald MacKenzie, Muniesa, and Siu eds. Do Economists Make Markets? On the Performativity of Economics. 

* Jan Golinski, Making Natural Knowledge
* Anna Tsing, Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection

Sarah Franklin, Dolly Mixtures: The Remaking of Genealogy 

Hannah Landecker, Culturing Life: How Cells Became Technologies
Joao Biehl, Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment
Giorgio Agamben, Homo Sacer; The Open
Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition
Chris Kelty, Two Bits: The Cultural Significance of Free Software
Sharon Traweek, Beamtimes and Lifetimes
Hugh Gusterson, Nuclear Rites
Stephen Helmreich, Silicon Second Nature

Joseph Dumit, Picturing Selves
Bruno Latour, We Have Never Been Modern; Politics of Nature
Emily Martin, Bipolar Expeditions: Mania and Depression in American Culture
Adriana Petryna, Life Exposed: Biological Citizens after Chernobyl
Manuel De Landa, A New Philosophy of Society: Assemblage Theory and Social Complexity 
Paul Rabinow, Anthropos Today; French DNA; Making PCR
12. Day 12 Apr 9 People’s Choice #1
13. Day 13 Apr 16 People’s Choice #2
14. Day 14 Apr 23 People’s Choice #3 (Last day of class)
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