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Jan20

Kenya3

Study Director: F. O. A.

Supervisors. R. O. (asst study director), P. O., T. A., G. A.
Data Entry: C. O. and D.M.O. [F." brother]

Drivers, J. and S.

Jan 12: Airport has improved, more shops. Other than that, however, still 1ooks pretty ratty. Visafees
have gone up to $50- think they were $30 when we first came.

AIDS: Taxi from arport, Kikuyu driver, | turned the topic to AIDS. He says many have died, but no
one in his family, only one friend. | asked in severd different ways whether the friend talked about
AIDS, he kept answering “we dl knew what it was’, “hewasn't tested”, only findly said they didn’t tak
(I think he couldn’t imagine such a conversation so couldn’t imagine that's what | was asking). | asked
if he had been tested, he said no, | asked whether his wife wanted him to be tested, she did. But he
hasn’'t gone yet, said he would do if she would, but | rather doubt it because he said over and over that
if you found you were positive you would die right away. | said that wasn't true, it was because people
usudly didn't get tested until they were dready very sck, but he didn't bdieve me. When we sad
goodbye he asked me whether | had advice for him, “What should | do?’, | think taking me for an
expert.

Some of the people at the Fairview are the same.

Jan 13: BMETHODS:. Wonderful to meet with the supervisors: Ph, Th, Fr and R are from the firgt time
we came to Kenya, and G (P s husband) from Kenya2. Only M. (fired after K1) and RW. (in K2, to
come this time d<0) are not here. 1t would be better for them if they had gotten full time jobs and
weren't able to be with us, but since they haven't, I'm ddlighted to be with them again. Only T. has had
afull time job, and that just ended afew months ago when the grart that was supporting her position ran
out. They were part of my first romance with fieldwork, and thus very specia persondly. And after
having done two other surveys plus the ethnographic phase, they can now run the show and | can day in
the background.

We meet a F.S new office, in a bare concrete building on the edge of Nairobi, no devators, little
furnishing, quite spartan. Buit it isan office. A far amount of milling around—e.g. we are just about to
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leave for the Fairview when G. appears waking down the road.

AIDS—r sad in the Kisumu study (1000 women, 800 men) where they did serotests, they told
respondents that if they wanted to know the results they had to come for counseling and then be tested
again. Only 5 came for counsdling, and only 2 for the test.

| asked F. what's new over the last three years, how have things changed. First answer was inflation,
“things are s0 high now”, next answer was that the roads are much worse. | asked whether the new
Suba digrict had made a difference, eg. didrict hospitd. Answer is yes but it's the old clinic. He
seemed to believe that it would happen, though, that the district would get the development it was
seeking but it just takestime. Noted that Luos now in codition with the Kdenjin.

P. says there are ATM machines, used to be just abank’ s now more general.

BMETHODSFELDWORK: Frudrating that respondents can find some many ways to exercise
agency-not answer, tak too little, no NWPS. At least with quantitative study you can pretty much
force them to say something, even if it'sonly dk, or yesno. With qualitative study they can talk around
you, lie, etc.

BMETHODS: Gifts. Going over questionnaire, | asked about gifts. R said we had to give them. |
asked whether before or after, the others dl said it's cusomary to give gift at parting. | pointed out that
we had been here 2x dready, and maybe if they were stubborn because our research hadn’t helped
them, it would help if we gave them firgt, R and then the others agreed.

Jan 14. BMETHODS/AIDSGUIDES: | asked R whether respondents would turn the question around
and ask interviewersiif they use FP, she said no. R says when she worked as an interviewer in Kisumu
study people would ask them for advice “because they think we are experts’, but they don't ask us
persond questions. Re AIDS, she said there are now more PWA living positively, publicly [this might
make testing easer]. Sad that if people are hedthy you can tdl them that they are HIV postive, but
they won't believe it. [May be that they say on survey that if hedthy can il be infected, but in another
part of their minds, day to day, it's hard to believe]. Told story about someone who died of AIDS, his
wife was beautiful, looked hedlthy, several wanted to inherit her, said “I’d rather die with this one.”
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AIDS: Newspapers have more obituaries than | remember—I think when | was here before there were 1
or two pages, how it's four. Sometimes they say “died suddenly”, or “after a short illness’, which |
think is meant to sgnd that it'snot AIDS.

BMETHODSQUESTIONNAIRE: Discusson of questionnaire. “Last conversation” is about FP—-K 2
questionnaire didn't say that, but we rectified and that’s what the training said. Maritd gatus. Person
who is inherited will describe hersdf aswidowed. Person who is inherited can remarry, but not likely to
be in the village unless she hersdf is from a nearby village, marries someone in the same village as her
husband lived in. Inheritance discussions start as person is dying, seemsto occur rather quickly. Some
“professond inheritors’, not relatives of dead husband. B

Dinner w/N at SeR.: AIDS. She said in Rakal they treated everyone with antibiotics, whether they had
them or not, said didn’t reduce HIV, severd articlesin Lancet.

GOVERNANCE: Taxi driver a Farview, to Haandi: | said | had been reading lots of stories about
corruption in the newspapers, he said “Yes, L. isgoing after it, but we can't tell about the government.”
Hesad L. even going after ministers, even B. Thinks that it was the IMF/WB that forced M. to appoint
L., and that after the govt. gets the loans restored M. might fire L. | brought up the topic of inflation.
Two years ago petrol was 28kg/Itr, now it's 50. Flour adso up: now it's 60ks a“packet”, which would
feed one family for only onemedl. A casud laborer only makes 80- 100ks/day, the 20ks wouldn’t even
buy vegetables. He makes more, about 500ks/day (he doesn’'t own the cab, works on commission
from its owner). He has four children, oldest 12.5, youngest 5. Says most imp. thing is to provide them
with good hedth and education. | asked whether they go to govt. or private school? They go to
government schools because “1 can't yet afford private school” (optimism?). PRICES. Fees ae
Ks6000 ayear, but text books cost even more for ayear.

Jan 15: We check the men’'s questionnaire in the am., and | give out presents (shower curtains from
Urban outfitters for R and Ph, transparent pillows ditto for Th, acd sdected by Fr for G, a photo frame
for C .0.). BMETHODS: | darify that they understand they pay for their own food from their per
diem. In K1 and K2 they got per diem and we paid for everything, which E. objected to for K3. |
guess we are overpaying them since there was no dojection when F. told them this at a meeting before
we arrived.

GENDER/SECRET USE/BELLAGIO: In the evening we go out to dinner with Ph and M. B. Ph has
had her hair braided and looks v. eegant, as does M., though En. L., N. and | are not as well dressed.
| say we could egt a the Fairview, and make it clear that it's my treat. M says maybe he and Ph can
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think of another place. We start looking—the first place isn't where he thought it would be so we go to
Sarit Center, where M thinks the Minar is, but it has moved. There isafood court there, M thinks we
could “sample’. P. doesn’'t seem to think it's quite appropriate, but we do it anyway. We tak some
about gender, as M belongs to a men’s support group (about 15 members), the aim of which is greater
gender sengitivity. Some of it seems to be papers presented, some exercises (e.g. how to phrase a
request to the wife). Again a picture of downtrodden women. | object, saying that they use secretly,
which | interpret asalot of agency. M disagrees, says “women are till subordinated because they have
to use secretly”. And that secret use has been “made easier because of 20 years of preaching.” M
goes on to say that he thinks changes in gender roles are due to economics—.e. women are contributing
more to the household budget because the men can’ t—an argument that En points out is much like Kathy
Edin's re African American ghetto families. | say to M that his argument is economic, is't there room
for ideology, what about the influence of feminiam? He says not ideology: dl that is “middie-class
women preaching to the converted, other middle class women.”

Jan 16, Sunday: dow relaxed am., a 2 we go to P. N's house for a Senagalese lunch (the APHRC
fdlows-S, M. M., E.—plus F.B. who's here for a ste vist of AMREF, plus the mother of E'sresearch
assgant. | chat alot with F about NavR.—and he introduces the topic of the lack of women in their
project, so | suppose he knows that | had noticed.

AIDS: | dso chat with the mother of E's research assistant, a woman who must be in her 50s. She's
from Maawi, a Tumbuka, living in Nairobi because her husband is with an internationd organization, he
does alot of traveling for months on end. | ask her about the reaction in Mzimba (where she's from,
and where she vidited in *98) to AIDS, she says thereis dtill alot of slence about it. But then she said
her own brother died of AIDS, and another brother is probably infected. The first brother had been
sck off and on for along time, findly she went to his doctor and said that she thought it was AIDS, was
it, the doctor said yes, but was shocked that she wanted to know (he hadn’t even told the brother yet).
She went on to say that they took the brother home, their mother cried for a month but then said she
wanted to take care of him until he died. The second brother till looks hedthy, but the wife has given
birth to two babies who died, and she looks poorly. | think nothing is said in that family. | talked about
the worries that the women in our Madawi sample had about getting AIDS from their husband, and
asked if she hersdlf was worried, since her husband was away so much. She didn’'t answer me directly,
but said that some years ago she began putting condoms in her husband’ s suitcase when he packed for
atrip. This caused some drain in the marriage for a while, but now he asks for them. She dso puts
condoms in the bathroom shared by her two grown sons, and she thinks they sometimes give them to
their friends as well. | asked about the daughter, E's RA, but she hasn't said anything to her—said she
and her husband fed the daughter can take care of herself, she's aways been very tough and directed.
She dso talked a lot about how difficult it was for her not to work in Nairobi. She's dways worked,
even in school, and before leaving Mdawi was an executive secretary in a bank.
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| find | am just not as excited about the prospect of fieldwork this time. 1t may be because it seems
more routine, or perhaps | don't think I'll learn very much that is new. | think I’'m more interested in
writing the book on the population movement than in the results of this study.

BMETHODS: Sunday night R. calls and says she will not be able to participate: her sgter just had a
Caesarian and she needs to gay and help her. Since she did not come yesterday or the day before |
had not fully redized that she was part of the team+it is rather late to call things off.

Monday Jan 17: FP/BELLAGIO: A.F.comes by for coffee. He' s very curious about the possibility that
there is a decline in contraceptive use and rise in fertility in Western Kenya. Not in Centra because
much longer program/use, more internalized. But in west they were told lives would be better w/FP,
and it's not. They did a follow up from 1994 in Bungoma and somewhere e, In the clugter they
surveyed in Bungoma, current use was done from about 33% to about 18%; knowledge was lower,
fertility higher, ever use higher, and CBD activity higher. At firg he thought it was due to the drike of
nursesin Nov 97 to Jan 98, but it turns out it started before that, though just about that time. AIDS: He
thinks its because of the deterioration of the economic Stuation and because of AIDS. He says the
devadtation of AIDS is evident. People switching from grains to cassava, which requires less labor.
Houses not fixed up because don’'t have the labor.  Children of 13-14 heads of hh: both parents have
died and relatives can’'t/won't take them in. Tony Jston thought children being pulled out of school
because of AIDS, but found little differences in their Rusinga study in proportion having lost one or both
parents in school and out of school. AF asked kids of they knew people who died of AIDS, yes, then
in their community, yes, then in ther village, yes then in ther family—"wdll....”. So reluctant to say.

AIDS/OPPOSITION/DONORS: MOH has deteriorated, esp Homa Bay. MOH last week
announced that a study showed that 20% of school kids 14-17 infected. This year the GTZ caendar
had athree-panel cartoon. Inthefirg, two kidsin school uniformswith little hearts above their heads; in
the second, she imagines hersdf pregnant and he imagines himsdf going to an STD dinic, and in the
third is a condom. The MOH counterpart objected vigoroudy, made them pant out the uniforms—not
the condoms, said can’t show school kids having sex. Nyanza does have an STI project, supported by
British ODA, antibiotics delivered not to didrict level but locd dispensaries. He says little public action
at the govt. level on AIDS until Nov99, when a seminar was held by NASCORP for dl MPs, and Moi
declared AIDS anationd disaster (AF said this was “ stage-managed”, | presume by NASCOP [maybe
other donorg]. Then Moi spoke out against condoms, and then one week later reversed himsdf and
came out for condoms. But no Luo palitician has spoken out for condoms, athough the PC Nyanza
has. (He actudly said no palitician, so beyond the Luo ones). | asked what A. would do if he were
made Czar of AIDS programs. he said getting the youth curriculum in (dill not in), free screening and
counsdling, condoms, president on TV. But when | pointed out that people don't go for testing, using
Fr's report of the Kisumu experience, he started to rethink, and aso couldn’t think of ways in which
knowing your status would make a difference, other than if you were infected to get better nutrition.
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FP. AF went to Turkana, far north, misson where interna refugees settled, women v. interested in FP.
But not much going on programaticaly.

BMETHODS: Lat of waiting this morning: unlike my firgt trips I’m not anxious, things will heppen. We
had aready decided that part of the team will go today, but E., N. and the two data entry people will
wait until Monday. E. said E. had picked up the equipment from Maawi, but when he sent the list of
what he had did not include the keypads, E. queried by email, E. answered that he didn’t have them, so
he got in touch with F. in Maawi to send them by DHL. Then, however, it turned out that E. had the
keypads after al, so we are not sure what F. sent.

BMETHODS: The team arrives on time—9:30-and we load the vehicle--, but F. comesto say that one
of the two vehicles —he tested it for shopping yesterday—logt its clutch and we have to wait while he
looks for another one. This turns out to be very complicated: the owner isn't there, he has to come
back, then has to go home to get his passport as surety. Also has to use their driver, which is a pity as
S (from K2) has adready appeared and been waiting, eager to participate. Around 2 F. comes to say
that we should leave—it's dready late, the trip takes 7+ hours, and this driver doesn’'t know the roads
therewdl. F. will make the fina arrangements for the new vehicle, and will take the overnight bus from
Nairobi.

BELLAGIO: Driving here, | can't see that much has changed. Although Fr said the roads were worse,
that doesn’'t seem like the case to me. Nakuru is evidently thriving—seemed to me like a lot of new
congtruction, new pizza parlors, eic. M B had sad as much, and it's not surprising, given that it's the
cgpitd of Moi’s home province, Rift Valey.

AIDS: | look for AIDS pogters, see dmost nothing. There's one sign on a roundabout in Nairobi that
says “Discuss AIDS openly, Save your family”, sponsored by the MOH. And | see two Trust Condom
adsin the outer reaches of Nairobi.

GENDER: L. takswith R (I'm in the front seet), when we stop for fudl she says she was taking about
the kinds of marriage. R said there are severd kinds and severd words, with different words for men's
marriage and women's marriage, i.e. by gender. One of the words for women’s marriage is “bound to
cooking.”
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When we arrive, dmost everyone here to greet us. C (the housekeeping head), J (a cook), two Js,
someone else whose name | don’t remember. Fr had called them that we were coming late (he dso
asked them to tdl G, and to tell him to put up signs about the jobs, but even though G was here with his
daughter C, the news didn’t get to him). Much excitement, hugging, | show pictures of D., etc. El. not
around, though—she's here, but has had severe diarrhea and isin bed. Much building and landscaping
snce we left. We have dinner (rice, cabbage, chicken) and go to bed. Everyone has separate rooms—
F. is feding too flush. | should have specified that if they want separate rooms they can use their per
diem for this. I’'m told the solar-heated showers work when there israin, but for the past 3 weeks there
has been drought, so we will get pails of hot water.

Tuesday Jan 18: Noise very early, knock on door re hot water. Breskfast on time. Lukewarm eggs
w/lots of grease, untoasted bread and margarine, bananas, tea and people come to greet—e.g. the
accountant, and then | see El as she is leaving for the Aga Khan hospitd in Kisumu. She says she is
planning to spend more time in the UK. Still doesn’'t have a replacement for hersdlf, though | meet N,
the new manager (E. Says the one here before, L, also wanted to be a consultant, so he was away too
much—eg. for 6 weeks in Uganda while she was in the UK).

BMETHODSINTERVIEWER SELECTION: The fird interviewer gpplicants dart to arrive at 7:45
(time was 8) | suppose these are either interviewers from before or people who have heard from them
that we are gtrict about time. R has told those who've arrived by shortly after 8 that we'll wait awhile
for others to come. In the end, it seems that there are about 70 or so gpplicants. Last night we talked
about having 5 interviewers/supervisor (which means hiring 25), that gives us some flexibility to fire
some and perhaps to use some earlier for checking up on things. Quite a few of our old interviewers—
M1 and H, N, M2 (I think), A (who was quite pregnant last time), J. There are two teachers, team
thinks O.K. to take J because he worked for us before, but not the other one. In Maawi the team
wanted to check education certificates: that hasn't come up here. Maybe the supervisors think they can
tell better. Or maybe they don't trust the certificates.

| ask M what has changed since we were here, she says nothing. | asked if H finished his teacher’'s
college, he has and thinks he will get ajob next year. They 4ill have the Duka.

As | go back up to my typing table, one of the workers comes by, greets me, is clearly interested in the
interviewers and probably envious, says it's good that we are hiring these young people “so they can
expressther intelectudity.”

BMETHODS:. The chief of West Kamagak (which includes Obisa and Kamagak) arrivesHust about
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the time his uncle' s daughter arrives (I asked the chief if he had a child here, he sad “tha one’, pointing
to one of the late comers who is taking the test, and only when | said oh, your daughter, he said yes, his
uncle's daughter). | ask why she's S0 late, he says he told people a week ago and she forgot [which
means that it's good to put posters around the time)]. | prepare for the possibility that the “daughter” will
fal by tdling him that we go very drictly by the gptitude test because everything hasto be transparent,
and he fully agrees about the importance of trangparency, goes on a bit to make it clear to me that he
understands the issue.

AIDS: It'steatime, SO we St and have tea, with L. and | asking him questions. | start by asking what
has changed since we were here three years ago, he says things have changed “economicaly”—I think
meaning things have gotten worse-and then “and so many people are dying.” He talks about dl the
orphans, they are many, | ask how many in his location, he thinks about 300. His office tries to help,
they are having a harambee (he didn’'t emphasize this, though | suppose he would like us to contribute).
We ask what he tdls people about AIDS, he gstarts off by saying that they have to give up the old
customs of “inheriting and having many wives’. He goes on about how a man might die of AIDS, not
good to inherit the wife. | asked him whether he tells them about condoms, he says “We tdll them about
condoms because that has been directed by the head of ate” | ask what the people say when he tells
them to use condoms, he says here-and often throughout our conversation-that “the learned ones, they
understand.” | ask if he tdls them to use condoms with the wife, he says yes, “we tell them to use
condoms with the wife because they can’'t know what she does’ [i.e. to protect themsalves, not protect
thewife] | sad | didn’t imagine many liked that, he said “some few learned people understand.” | ask if
women move around too, he says yes, “women move because they have friends who can’t understand
the teaching.” [note gendered picture-men don't understand because they are not learned, women

move because influenced by friends]. | ask him whether he himself uses a condom with hiswife, he says
“no, but | should, | should be an example.”

BMETHODS: | ask him how he got the word to the many who came for our interview, he said he told
the miji kumi to tdll the young school leavers. | sad | noticed not many older married women, was it
because they weren't form 4, he says yes but emphaszes that “married women, maybe they have ajob,
maybe they are a housewife.” It's clear that he doesn’t think older married women are gppropriate for
this job.

AIDS: L. asks how he as chief ddivers his messages about AIDS, he says they go to barazas, and at
funerds “we announce that so-and-s0 has died of AIDS, and that you men should be careful about
inheriting the wife. “ | ask how they know, seemsto be both by symptoms—he often mentioned coughing
and “gck for along time’—but also it seems that they get information from the clinic, i.e. they ask the
cinic personnd. “We encourage testing. But the cogt of testing is high.” At the govt. dinics codts
about 50-100KS, they are asking govt. to provide it free. | ask whether if we @ to the clinic to see
whether the people who have died since we were here died of AIDS, would the clinic give us the
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information, he says yes they would—they give it to his office, and even moreto us. | asked again about
whether redly could say to the family of someone who is being buried thet the person died of AIDS, the
answer seems to be yes, that “we have to do it to warn people about inheritance’, “in case anyone
wants to inheritance). But | doubt he doesit. He says his office has to fill out a burid certificate, they
give the cause of death as AIDS. | say but often the person dies of TB or mdaria, he says they write
maaria and then “ads suspected”. | ask how many funerds he went to in the last month, he answers 50
in December, | ask last week and he says 2-3. | say that doesn’t add up, he says that he goes to 2-
3/week in the location persondly, on the weekend, if they are during the week when he has to work a
clan elder goes, dways someone officid or eder. But | think funerds are dways on the weekend. Later
on, in another context, he says that people don't travel for funeras any more, unlessit'sardative. | ask
about the former chief who died, he says “he died of AIDS too, he married another woman, from
Nairobi”. Says his own brother in law isin the hospitd with AIDS. But “you have to provide weter,
medicine, food, and adso 40ks for the bed.” “He sjust in the hospitd to sustain him, but it is permanent.
Sudaning the life of someone who will not recover is expengive, it is making people to be very poor.
One to three years of sustaining the person is very common. People sell dl the goats, the cows, they sdli
amost everything, even what they need to make aliving.” We ask whether the family can just bring the
person home, he says “the patient becomes furious, says this (staying in hospitd) must be done” But he
says they will bring brother home, because of expense. Most people go to Kenyatta Hospitd in
Nairobi, even from the rural aress. We ask why the family keeps paying, he says “they pay because
they sympathize with the suffering one” And says that the dinic advises that the sufferer says in the
clinic because “if the Sck person is a home, the family will be worried and sympathizing and nothing will
be teking place. If patient Stays in the hospitd they pick up smal courage to do the work.” This is
baloney.

AIDS/GENDER/CONDOMSMOVING: Chief dso saysit's the wives that are ressting inheritance,
says the wives are the ones who are the most worried about AIDS, because they are left with the
orphans (why doesn’'t he say that they are worried about being infected??). At various times he goes on
about this, that the wives are the ones most worried because they are left with the burdens when the
man dies. Says wives epecidly are being careful. We ask what they can do, he said “the women
make anoise, they come to my office to ask for help with their husband.” Says some women separate,
they go home or they find away they can say like a smdl business in Oyugis, or the husband promises
to behave. (My senseisthat not many go home). Says“we tell those who stay with husband” and the
husband to use condoms (in the marriage), but “we can’'t see what they do in the bedroom”. They dso
ingtruct the woman to behave when the husband is away. He went even further, saying that if they her
that someone has been moving, they cal the wifein and tell her she should resist sex with the husband or
use condoms. We question what she can do, he says sometimes wife comes and complains that the
husband beat her. We ask how many women he counsded last month, he says 3 came in December,
but none so0 far in January. Said in October they had a generd meeting, women and men, about
development at which they taked about AIDS. Also have called women groups, socid workers, ask
them to tak to women, sounds like peer counseling athough he didn’'t use that words. He taked to
them, combining economic advice —“they shouldn’t stedl food but should farm”—with advice not to move
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around. L. asks how he knows if they follow this advice, he says dders report if behavior changes-
elders meet once or twice a week in a house (which he describes) built by NGO. He aso goes to the
Oyugis market on market day, available a a shop s0 people can come tak with him. “Lot of evilsin the
town.” He sad that the Oyugis town council is over dl the sublocation (I may not have understood this
correctly), saysthe “population is high, people come from al over to do business here’.

ETHNICITY/AIDSMEDIA: | say we didn't see many posters, he said the drunkards pull them down.
| ask more generdlly what govt. does for AIDS, he says they don’'t do much. Nyanza has been
especidly hard hit, he says. Then, rather surprisingly, adds that govt. doesn't care if people from
Nyanza die, because if there are fewer voters, he says, it will be better for them. But it's now in other
provinces. | ask if the govt. does more in Rift Valey Province, he says yes, because the Presdent’s
tribe (from RVP) is smdl, they need the people. (Note that thisis very much what they were saying in
the 60s about FP, and we also heard it when we were first here, linking FP/now AIDS to the size of the
electorate).

BMETHODS: | say one of the problems we face is that people ask us how our research will help them
and we don’t know what to say. He answers that the main problem here is water—seems he understood
me to be asking him what we could do for the community. He goes on to say that the water is not pure,
“typhoid is rampant”. The rivers are contaminated by washing “and other activities’, and there is only
one line of piped H20. There are some boreholes, but most are not protected. He expects eectricity in
2-3years. A lot of talk about how politicians don’t keep their promises.

AIDS/CHIRA: | ask about chira, he says people don’t talk about chira any more, but then adds “ after
the person dies they say it's not chira’—so | think that they till do diagnose chiraearlier in the course of
theillness. Says Ra (O., leader of the NDP and now an dly of Moi’s KANU) told the eldersin Nyanza
that there is no chira. | asked about the plans to have a chief’s campaign against AIDS (I had read
about that in the paper, | think ayear ago, in something Terry gave me from the Internet), he says there
was a plan to organize the chiefs to give them a seminar, but it didn't happen. There was a seminar
organized by CARE-Kenya that included chiefs and public hedth people, went on for a week, but he
thinks it would be better to have one just for the chiefs. | asked why the chiefs just didn’t do it on their
own, but it was evident that he couldn’t conceive of a meeting that wasn't organized by a sponsor—"you
need writing materids, lunch, smal entertainment”. | pointed out that they could take lunch from home,
he thought that was impossible; | said people traveled for funerals, paid transport, he said not any more
unlessit was ardative.

GOVERNANCE: He says the government always says thereisn’t money, | said yes, but they put some
in their pockets, he says “ The problem with Africans is that we are seding [from] oursdves, that is why
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we are not developing. “ Goes on to say that “This case of AIDS can be stopped if our people are
redigtic and they get sponsorship, but the first person to see the money takesit.”

AIDS/MEDIA: L. asks again about posters, he says “posters are not going to the rurd areas where
people are ill backward. There they need someone to interpret it for him, he cannot understand, no
oneisthereto interpret for him.”

Unfortunately the chief is gill there when the supervisors announce that which gpplicants have been
chosen and then dl return to the hal—probably gives the gppearance that he plays arole. When | say
thisto R. she says but his rlative not taken.

BMETHODSAIDS: Overdl: Chief is making point thet AIDS is a big problem and they are working
hard on it, talking everywhere, advising people about their behavior. His language is a combination of
“as chief | have this obligation”, and ds0 as a Christian-ots of rdigious language. Some of what he
says he does, however, is hard to bdieve-like advisng couples to use condoms, or caling in men and
women whose behavior is seen to be bad. At lunch | ask G-who livesin Oyugis—whether he has been
to funerds here, he says yes, | ask whether someone from the chief’s office tells the mourners that the
person is suspected of dying of AIDS, G is astonished, “at the funera?’ He says he has never heard it
and doesn't believe it. And adds that if the person is “powerful”, an important person from Nairobi
who has been returned for burid, if the chief were to say that this person was suspected of AIDS the
chief could lose his job. G has been to baraza but only when he was here with the Hopkins project,
says those who go to the barazas are conservatives, miji-kumis (I think a high overlap, but not sure).
L. says if even the chief exaggerates and doesn't tell us the truth, how can one expect the respondents
to do any better? | think about asking the nterviewers not to accept pat answers, but | think that
wouldn’'t work—and in any case we didn’'t do that before. | thought maybe the chief was pulling my leg
by saying there were funeras in the week—’ve only heard about weekend ones—-but G. saysthe funeras
for local people can be in the week, they are buried three days after death (ck), but if the person isfrom
outgde it's on the weekend. The next day | bring the issue up again at breekfast with P, T., R,, F.
and L.: why would the chief say they announce the dead person had AIDS? Do they think white people
will believe anything? Do they think | won't check? That | don't know anything about the community o
| won't think it's odd? L. thinks heis talking in terms of idedls, F. agrees, and points out that Moi has
just announced that AIDS is a nationd emergency-this could be right, as the chief mentioned Moai’s
deC.tion right a the start of our conversation. T. sniffs, saying it has been an emergency for along
time. | point out that L. and | both queried him on it, how can thisredly happen. P. saysthat he thinks
| won't check, that “the story ends there”, with him telling me what he does. There' s dso the suggestion
that the chief might think that | will take the word back to Nairobi that he is doing his job as a chief wdll.
Also next day L. vists aschool in Oyugis, where it turns out that the teacher isthe chief’ swife. L. asks
about AIDS, about barazas, Chief’ s wife saysin baraza not dl people attend, and they (not clear if itis
the govt here or the attendees) discourage condom use because it encourages immorality.
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BMETHODSINTERVIEWER SELECTION: There are 73 gpplicants, including 21 womern/52 men.
Lagt night we discussed whether the old interviewers had to take the test, they said yes, “for
transparency”. We take 32 for training, 20 men and 12 women. Of these, 8 are old interviewers
(F.N.,, N.N,, EO.N., J, H., F.O,, A. A., M.)-two women. F. proposes giving the ones who passed
the gptitude tet but not the interview some money , 100KS, “for public rdations’. F. sartsthe training
with introductions, first the team and then asks them to introduce themsdves saying something interesting
about themsalves. The first two can't think of anything, the third person says she is to be married soon
(everyone claps), and the next person says he is keen on sports, after that most people follow these
leads and mention their marital status and their sportsinterest. Then | say afew words about what we
are interested in and how importart they are-most probably didn’t understand aword, but they looked
v. serious when | talked about AIDS. Then F. tells them they will be paid 750K S/day that they work,
we expect 5 interviews a day, they will work for 10 days, then calbacks and some may be dismissed
then. (This isn't quite right—probably 8 days and then callbacks). And they don't yet know what
“callbacks’ means. Lessons learned: The sdlection process went smoothly because the supervisors are
s0 experienced. They had prepared: we had enough aptitude tests and pencils, they graded the tests
quickly. At first we had said we would take 17 men and 17 women, i.e. 34 for a desired team of 25.
But to get 17 women we had to go down too far in the grades. In the first year they might have done
this, but now they redize that if the person has a lot of trouble with the test, they will have a lot of
trouble with the questionnaire, and that in turn causes problems for the supervisor. The gptitude test had
about haf background information, which wasi't graded—how much school they had, how old, where
from, etc. Even here, tho, some didn’t understand—one question was whether they had worked as an
interviewer before, one woman answered yes, she was atailor. Some of the questions were related to
logic (if A isgreater than B and B is greater than C, is A gregter than C) or background (circle the even
numbers tha follow an odd number—a lot of people got thiswrong.  Some were more related to the
questionnaire-a skip if they hadn't worked before, caculating age if a person was born in 1957,
trandating a passage from English to Luo (and a lot got this wrong-they trandated the ingruction
“trandate the following into Luo™ into Luo, but the question itsdf (has the number of animasin your hh
increased or decreased) they answered in English: the ones | saw said there were more cockroaches,
more “dudus’, etc. | was there for the selection, but | think if | hadn’t been it would have taken longer
as they showed an inclination to want to discuss each candidate serioudy and in some detail. We took
al of the old interviewers, dthough one of them didn’'t do very well compared to the others.  They dso
were quite aware of the potentid public rdations issues.  Although the chief and miji-kumis had been
told people were to be here by 8, | doubt that this got passed on with force, and | think the team
understood that: thus, we let anyone take the test who came before the actud training Sarted. Because
they have been here before, they recognized some people—in the afternoon there was till a shabby man
hanging around, he turns out to be the man who had rasta braids last time, who aced the aptitude te<t,
but who we let go because he was notorious as a drinker/junkie, so we didn't even let him pass this
time. They've dso learned to keep the questionnaires rather than returning them. They are useful to
have if anyone inggs that he (or his “dient”) did wdl but falled-and G. went over the failed exam of
M.’s son with the son--but | heard F. explaining to L. that we don’'t want to give them out because we
want the flexibility to take someone who didn’'t do so well, in this case an old interviewer. We have
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trandation from English to Luo, but would have been good to aso have v, as evidence for the choice
of language of the questionnaire.

BMETHODS: They appear about 5:30. First thing F. said is that some will have to go tomorrow, they
are not understanding. F. said the second vehicle broke down outside of Nairobi, again it was the
clutch. E. caled—useful to have someonein Narobi. F. istrying to get in touch with the company, if he
can't he will go to Nairobi early tomorrow a.m. F. said the way it works is that you go to the
company, give them the money, they know owners of vehicles and arrange with them. He doesn't seem
to be worried about getting the money back—says “they will have to give it back”, | think he meant to
the company, and the company will have to get usanew vehicle.

One of the Amani workers brings her four children to meet me. | gve them little Hershey bars, we st
and tak abit avkwardly. All are in school (except the 7 months old baby, Bill). | ask them what they
like best, the oldest girl (standard 8) says “the uniform”, so does the younger girl (standard 3). The
middle boy said something ese that | couldn’t understand.

Meting:
Stories?

Going to ask this alot a meetings, want to write a book based on Survey Team’'s experience and ad
vice, and what I've learned. When | came here didn't know much, most of you were pretty
inexperienced as well, but you have become very competent indeed. Want to pass this experience on
to others.

Can we do better on gptitude test? selection?

Aptitude test: They said the question on age was a problem (which it was). But then | asked them to
think not so much individud questions, but what questions would help them mogt in sdecting people
who will be good interviewers. P. said things that were reated to the questionnaire, like whether they
can trandate from English to good Luo—that way you can tell if they will be a good Luo spesker (P. is
the expert on this, she usualy checked the Luo trandations).

Sdection: They thought they sdected too many people to pass the aptitude test (and | think that they
didn't explain well enough at the beginning that there were two tests). So the people who were told
they passed the gptitude test “ sighed with rdlief”, and then later they had to tdll them they didn’t pass the
interview part. They suggest in Gwass that if we want 25 we choose only 30 because hard to be
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dismissed; dso that not so much emphasis on gender balance —and the female supervisors agree, T. said
it's not fair to take a woman with a score of only 9 when we won't take a man with the same score
[very meritocratic].

Posters? Think can't send alocd interviewer because won't know the strategic spots to put the posters

Teachers? J—has just been transferred, asked headmaster to release him. Lady teacher: said sheison
leave until we finish, she looks good. They think hiring the two teachersis O.K. here, but we certainly
shouldn’t do it in Mfangano.

Did anyone chdlenge results? Almost dl of them came to check but believed T. when she showed them
the results and explained what they did wrong

Language Gwass': in interview, Eng to Luo and Luo to English—we can put this on a card and see which
they do better

They arein charge, making decisons. | will worry only about three things.

Data qudity—and I’'m not v. worried. Report to them about the interviewer effects, our survey and the
DHS

Budget: patron client. Have more for you, but have to be careful. E.g. of paying people we dismissed
after the interview. Turns out that came from the team, not F., and after he talked with me and | raised
questions, he convinced them. (Afterward | talked with F. about more sharing of rooms, he thinks they
will agree)

Schedule:

Related to budget

Rdaed to our leaving, explain why
Chrisgmas and PAA

Extradays for short interviews

R. said she understood about wanting us al to return together, but says we shouldn’t compromise the
data qudity for time. | agreed, said | didn't think that would be an issue. With 5 supervisors with 5
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interviewers each, and each interviewer doing only 3 per day on average (5 on good days, 1 or 2 when
we get to the tough callbacks) for Oyugis, where there are about 450 respondents, we should be done
in 6 days. (We have two weeks dlotted, minus 1 rest, 3 training, 2 short interviews) we should finish
here 2 days early. And the other Stes are smaller.

Misc:

Eating and drinking in front of them?

| asked them what they would change for next time. They only say not to pass so many people on the
aptitude test.

AIDSBMETHODS: | tel them what the chief said about announcing at funerals that the person died of
AIDS, they dl make adismissive sound. They say it' s true that someone from govt office goesto dl the
funerds, and often talk about AIDS. T.'s aunt died, at the funerd the government person talked a lot
about AIDS, said people not dying of chira, AIDS is here, it'sred. (Thisis one of the dogans on a
poster . | asked whether her aunt died of AIDS, she said didn’t know, her organs failed, that’s dl she
knew. | sad it was often like that, people unwilling to say a family member died of AIDS, but T. said
no, her cousin is HIV pogtive and he talks about it.

BMETHODS: | ask F. to tell the driver, J.,, not to drive around in the vehicle—F. said he did aready—
and that he can pick up people in our villages but he can’t charge anyone (he will tdl him). J. isn't a
dinner. Seems that he takes the vehicle to Oyugis to eat and deep, probably because it's more
expengve here. | point out that this means he's saving money by using our petrol. And that | think if he
wants to do that, he should pay for the petrol-it’s about 6 km round trip, and we get about 7-8 km/litre.
| ask the others what they think. P. ducks: “This is a problem for management.” | ask P., who says it
depends on what per diem he is getting from the company (the company pays his sdary and per diem),
she says maybe he doesn't get very much. | say why does it depend on that? He can get the company
to pay the petrol, then. They are dubious. But F. says he will deduct the petrol cost from what we pay
the company. Some discussion about Gwass, where there is no dternative.

R. brings her daughter, K., to dinner—she' s about 3, lively and cheerful.

Before bed, F. comesto say that there is another vehicle, they will leave Nairobi at
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8 with S. driving. Then before we go to Gwass this vehicle will be exchanged for
the repaired 4 whed drive.

Wednesday, Jan 19: Again, commotion starts early. The generator went on about 5:30, and as | had
not turned the light off last night (it went off when the generator was tuned off a 10), the light in my
room went on. Shortly after there was a knock on the door and the announcement that my hot water
was there. | get up and search for tea, which is aready ready, and as yesterday take it to the little
veranda off the meeting room and watch it get light.

ETHNICITY: At breskfast | ask about the chief’s comment that the govt didn’t care that there was
much AIDS in the western part of the country, only declared it an emergency when the Kdenjin were
affected. F. saysthis argument wasin the Post On Sunday, and he has heard people talking abouit it.

BMETHODSINTERVIEWER TRAINING: Almogt dl the interviewers are on time. 5 were 5 minutes
late (R. kept track), F. took them out and gave them a warning. The training starts.  They were
supposed to go over the questionnaire carefully at night, but R. says some have not done this. T.
launches into the training, and it's clear that the team has dready created a good spirit in the group—they
do correct each other (or at least offer dternative readings), theré s alot of laughter. R. hasaligt of
those they are keeping an eye out for. One of them is a woman whose Luo is not very good. | ask
how this can be, R. saysthat perhaps she grew up spesking English or Kiswahili.

| oo down again at bresk. Again they mention some who don't have good Luo. | ask whether the
persond interview was in English, they said it was, | suggested perhaps they do it in both languages,
and G. recdls that we did that in some of the Stes last time. | wonder why they did in Englis-maybe
because the questionnaire is in English? Or to establish status? | aso say 1'd like them to rank the
interviewers when the fidldwork is over, so we can see if the ranking matches the gptitude test. Again
they laugh when | suggest that respondents might lie—as they did when | said the chief lied-- and | ask
them why they dways laugh? They say it's because of the way | say it—"'But they lie anyway’"—but
maybe it's something dse, that in Kenyan culture it's not redly done to say outright that people lie. G.
says there was quite a discusson with the Kisumu study, whether men were over reporting sexud

contacts or women under reporting—perhaps this is the only experience he had with the possibility that
respondents not telling the truth?

M. comes by to greet me for the second time today (and twice yesterday), tells me that he had a
daughter in July, and has given her the nickname S. because of me, because I’'m such akind person. |
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suspect a request for money is coming, and try to head it off by showing him pictures of D.D.F But it
doesn’'t work. He returns to the topic by saying she has been sick, they have taken her to doctors, and
then asks if | can give him something to buy “little presents’ for her (I think he means medicines). |
frown, and say I'll have to think about it, thet if 1 give him something others will want something small
too. He says no, it's because he and | have such a specid relaionship, and | say that others say that
too. | say that | will discussit with F..

Group goesto Oyugis. Chief said dways there, but he was't. Then went to the school, they gave L. a
poem and songs about AIDS. But the boys aren’t taught these, they are taught to dance. L. asked the
teacher, the chief’s wife, why, she said because when they went to the competition the boys are
supposed to dance. The girls are about 13, standard 8. Chief’s wife asked L. whether it was good to
give dl these FP drugs to young unmarried women.  Also taked with a sort of aide, interesting
conversation. She has been inherited, in ‘69, said she couldn’'t refuse, but she talks about him with
distance. Said she had two children with her husband “and 3 with this other man”, disparagingly. When
AIDS came she I€ft, told this inheritor that she didn't want AIDS, didn’'t want her children to be
orphans. Told of another woman who is 60 years, and forced by her own sons to be inherited. Both
the teacher and this woman said can’t use condoms with wives because might lead to suspicions. L.
asked about inheritance, they said because the inheritance means the sperm must be there. Also sad
“people don't care, they see people who look hedlthy, they find excuses’. She said can't do the test
because it would e doing something different, nobody does thet, people would say something is wrong
with you. L. askswhat about having the nurse test the dead person and give results to the dead person?
Chief’s wife says in baraza not al people attend, and they discourage condom use because it
encourages immordity.

L. saysF. saysthat chief appointed, and don’t need support of people—in fact govt might prefer that you
don't have, so you will follow the govt. A requirement is that have worked for the govt, eg. as a
teacher.

School song

AIDS OH AIDS [typed as written]

1. AIDS OH AIDS. The mention of your name scares me out of my skin, out of the darkness you
krept in and swept our continent. From north to south and from east to west. Thousands and thousands
you've killed, spoil the beauty of continet causing no meaning to life yet you're not stisfied. AIDS, do
you have mercy? ??
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2. AIDS OH AIDS. You're a deadly monster. You've taken our fathers and mothers, ssters and
mothers. Homes are but full of grave, children are orphans, women are widows, men are widowers.
Why? Just because of Mr. S. Others call kill me quick. Scientist have gone to the moon made nuclear
weapons et your cure has defeated them. AIDS do you have mercy!!!

3. Dear brothers and sigters, friends and relatives, sons and daughters and to my loving parents lend me
your ears and get this massage. Right with a broken heart I’'m asking you please please take care to the
youth, stop bad habits, husbands and wives be faithful to each other. This monster never deep. There's
no cure for AIDS. AIDS, do you have mercy!!!!

At lunch we talk about AIDS, alot about testing because that’swhat L. isv. interested in. They come
up with stories about people who fasdly tested postive. F. said in the course of some project he
worked on he talked with 10 guys who had been tested together, al were postive, but two of these
were very doubtful about the results. They went to Kenyatta for retesting, turned out none were
positive. Others had heard other stories about false positives. T. said that people now are sticking with
the sort of people like themselves, “like me and F. and P.”, they are “cocooned for safety, they only
deep with each other.” Now they are dying too. Then P. be told a story about being at the hairdresser,
someone came in ad said so and o died of AIDS, another person said “1 knew she would”, that a
woman married to someone who moved suggested to this woman that she deep with her husband. (This
sounds like a new version of the “revenge promiscuity”, “1 don't want to die done’. ) | asked whether
the obituaries that say “sudden desth” or “short illness” are away of sgnaling that the person didn't die
of AIDS, none of them think that people would do this. And they point out that people do die of other
things besides AIDS. F. says he knows three women who al died of uterine cancer, tho people said it
was AIDS because it was after along illness. F. recaled that when they were young one of his friends
looked forward to funerds because there was dancing dl night long, but said that now there are too
many funeras, people don’t dance. AZT is available, but expensive—30,000 adose. Frances also said
a Dr he talked with says AZT doesn't work for Africans (a verson of the FP story, that depo would
work differently on African bodies). | said not true, told them about the sudy in SAfricagiving AZT to
pregnant mothers, but F. said might be different for adults. (I aso think might be different because |
sugpect Kenyans don't get tested, and don't start AZT, until later than in the States). | asked about
what the chief said that the hospitals say patients better off in the hospitd, F. says the drs advise moving
the patient to home or to a cheaper hospital to spare expenses.

FASHION: Out of the 11 women interviewers (1 dropped because couldn’t organize care for her five-
month old child) 3 of them have additions or braids-one wit the latest Nairobi fashion, says P—and 2
have “relaxed” har. F. said he was a a bus-stop when some women out with trousers, the man he was
with said “those are modern ladies, not indigenous’.

Notes by Susan Watkins



Kenya Diffusion and I deation Change Project Field Notes (Journal), Jan-Mar, Kenya 3

FIELD: Thevehiclewith S,, N., E., C. and D. arrives around 4. Quite asaga. Car broke down afew
miles beyond Westlands, N. and D. try to cdl the car office and the woman they tak to hangs up on
them. Then they go to Westlands to a phone booth, N. cals E. to take care of things (commenting that
maybe as a woman she should do it hersdf, but it was hot, not enough change for the phone, etc). Lots
of back and forth about the vehicle, findly they get S. and his vehicle and go back to the Fairview, leave
vehicle there overnight. Tho N. wakes up a 2 am., worried, S. has key, suppose he steds the stuff.
So she goes out to check.

RARIEW/CLINICSAIDS: | talk with N. about her vigt with S. B. a GTZ (M. M. came with her).
They tak about rariew, symptoms, etc. S. convinced thet rariew is chronic. Even if the woman does
something at an early sage, if shejust goesto the traditiond hedler it never gets fixed. She was willing to
criticize the dinic--thought it a failing of the hedth system that they don't teke rariew serioudy. And
agreed with N. that educated people don’'t want to talk with the women who say they have it. S. dso
sad that govt has free STD program, hospitals have free STD drugs, but then N. said some of them
may not have the drugs, and S. then agreed that the drugs often aren’t there.  S. talked with N. about
ways of seeing whether trestment the clinics give women for rariew works, but never suggests, despite
indirect hints from N., that she hersdf might organize tests via GTZ to find out what it is (S. is a
gynecologist or obstetrician).

AIDS/SEX: L. comes back, she and F. have been to the digtrict hospital in Oyugis (DH because Oyugis
now in the new Karachuonyo didrict). They tak with the medica officer, a Dr. Bongo, and the in
charge: again, wha these men say is more interesting for what they apparently think they should say to
foreigners than for the substance. L. asks them about reporting, they say they do report AIDS degths,
but say that the private clinics don't, because deaths from AIDS are not reimbursed by insurance-thus,
they say it smdaria, or TB. L. asked if the clinic personnd go if a person dies at home, they say no,
they are hoping for authority © do that. Interestingly, they make a digtinction between monogamous
and polygamous husbands in advisng re condoms. sy they advise the latter and inheritors to use
condoms, but advising the former would be going too far. L. asked why, they said with a second wife
you don’t know what she's been doing. (Recdl the chief who said his predecessor died after marrying
anew wife from Nairobi). | think that second wives may be suspect for a number of reasons-they are
younger, and thus may be believed to be bss sexudly satisfied with a polygamist; they are usudly
dready tarnished in some way (eg. child out of wedlock); maybe men who haven't made it to
polygamy are smply jedlous. The MOH of the hospitd said that they have campaigned about AIDS
but it didn't work: they put up posters, talked at barazas. L. asked why it didn't work, he said he’ sa
young man, even tho he’'s adoctor he can't advise older men. Now they are trying to work through the
elders. They are going to try better counseling for PWAS, training is going on now. Across the street
from the hospita isa Youth AIDS Center. No tak of condoms there-altho the workers are volunteers,
it's supported by a church. One of the guys they taked with indicated that the problem was
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pornography, have to get rid of porn magazines. N. recaled the chiefs/dders meeting that she went to
when she was here last year, where most of the people said the solution was to go back to the old
ways. One woman speaker recalled at great length that when she was young women were virgins, now
they aren’'t, we have to go back to the behavior of those times.

P.’s mother comes to vigt.

INTERVIEWER TRAINING: Meding: F. reports that training is going very dowly. The question
about family members takes a long time. People are coding Sde effects as “trouble getting pregnant”
(which | think is because people here believe that one of the main sde effects is that you might not be
able to get pregnant again). Also having trouble with networks, and with ingtructions like “if man is
polygamous....”. The“small and no risk” question is difficult in Luo because of the problems trandating
the concept of “chance’. Mogt of the people doing v. badly are women.  F. says “If they were men
they’d be gone, but because they ae women and you are women we're giving them another chance
tomorrow. But if they don’'t improve-- ‘cC'est lavie’”. Later, a dinner, P. says the question about “how
many brothers in law have you taked to” and “are any CBDs’ dso takes a very long time.  So they
think the questionnaire is not shorter, and training may take longer.

| say it might help them understand the questionnaire if they understand what we are getting at in each
section.  (They see ther job, rightly, as getting people who have never seen a questionnaire to
understand eg. skip patterns, to know how to code, to figure out what code is best when the
respondent doesn’t answer with the coding categories.  But Since we have found that the interviewers
do not in fact read the questions exactly as they are written, | think it is very important that they
understand what we want to know and why.) They say they do explain what we are interested in for
each question, and T. says on some of the sections, like the gender questions, she doesn’'t know what to
tell them. F. asksif | would explain this tomorrow to the interviewers. | say yes, but I'm not sure they
understand my accent. F. says they will take notes and explain it again in Luo. They say they will like
something different, not just going over the questionnaire yet again.

They ask about the labels. E. shows them the sheets of labels, and they point out that on the labes
some of the lettersare missing. E. explains that she was trying to take out spaces, didn't redize she was
chopping off letters.  She was planning anyway to make them alist of dl the people in each village that
should be interviewed so0 they can keep track. They aso point out that al the labels on each sheet
aren't from the same village. We agree that the Americanswill put the labes on the questionnaire, and
organize them by village. F. saysthey remember what village they supervised last time, but T. isn't sure,
s0 E. will print that out. Question comes up about the people who were listed as dead last time-E. says
she will print out a list of these too, so they can make sure (sometimes maybe the person was just
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thought to have died but didn’t)—the supervisors think thisis very unlikely.

| refer back to the lying chief, and say it's dways a problem. People just may not tell you truthfully what
you want to know—use eg. G. used of men over reporting, women under reporting sexud activity.
Emphasize the importance of rapport between interviewer and respondent.

Eat and drink in front of interviewers? We il didn't get to this.

Lunch money—dready told

Bonus for interviewers if finish on time AND data qudity good. F. said E. suggested we do what we
did in Mdawi, give them the bags. | ask how this sounds to them. Seemsto metha T. and P. not so
keen, but R. says they will definitely like the bags so | go with that. They say that if they do very well
maybe a bit of money, | say no.

During training, have them enter a questionnaire on a lgptop? Maybe 3 together? (They ae
dubious==perhaps they think the Form 4s can’'t cope with a laptop? Especialy since they themselves
don’'t know how to use them, | think?

GUIDES: At dinner, | reminded F. to test the generators for two days. | aso raise a question with P.,
who is gtting at table with me until E. comes, when she skedaddles, why she thinks people talk with us.
P. sayswhy nat, it's something for them to do, and they don’'t have so much work. She says people in
Nairobi would never agree to St for an hour interview. | say but they could talk with their friends, P.
answers tha they have dready said everything to these friends. Seems to me that this is not an
uncommon urban position-thet rurd lifeis boring.

Jan 20:

FIELD/INTERVIEWER TRAINING:

All the interviewers are there on time.  The training begins with my explaining what the research is abouit.
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| begin by setting out the largest issue: Nyanzais a poor province and there are alot of hedth problems.
We want to know about these. When we were here before we asked about rariew, and we ve written
what we have learned in a report that we have given to the MOH. This time our focus is on family
planning and AIDS.

Family planning:

When we were here before we found that many couples were using family planning.  Some people say
that because of AIDS not so many people are using family planning: they say “so many people are
dying, we need more children”. Other people have a different idea, they say “we should not have so
many children, if we the parents die of this AIDS they will be orphans, who will take care of them?’

How do people decide what to do? Do they think it is better to use family planning, or not to use family
planning? To hep them decide, they might go and tak to the nurse a the clinic. What will the nurse
say? She will probably say to use family planning, because the nurse works for the government and the
government wants to use family planning. But do you think people will use family planning just because
the nurse or the government tell them to do it? No. They ask other people. M. might go to a friend
and say, “do you use this thing?’, and the woman might say yes, and now | fed much hedlthier, | am not
so tired dl thetime. But she might go to another friend, who says “I used it before, but it made me so
sick, that now | have stopped and | don't use it any more’. We know from our work here before that
men and women do talk with other people, not just the nurse or the CBD. What we want to learn on
the network questions in the questionnaire is what kind of people they talk with aout family planning:
do they tak with people who are more educated than they are? Do they talk with people who are less
educated? Do they tak with people right in their compound, or do they tak with people who live
farther away, say in Nairobi?

AIDS:

We have the same questions about AIDS. Everyone here knows that AIDS is a dreadful disease.
They know that there is no cure. They know that people are dying alot. You will find that when you
go with your questionnaire to a compound, sometimes you will find that someone who was dive when
we were here beforeis now dead. But people don't want to die. What are they doing to prevent it?

What are the best ways to prevent AIDS? (I ask J., who answers with monogamy and faithfulness—-no
mention of condoms. Another man says condoms,) What do people here do? (The first person | ask
answers “the radio should creste awareness’-he answers with an outside program, not what people
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do). | ask again but what do people here, in Nyanza, do to protect themseves. What do they say
about just having one partner—they say “you can't eat the same ugali every day”; “sheis S0 beautiful let
me just die with her”, some then come up with other things. What do they say about condoms? (Lots
of answers here—"“they are infected”, “they have holes’, “they dip off”.) So what do they do? Some
answer “they change their behavior”. | ask someone who says her brother changed his behavior, he
became more spiritud, Born Again. What else? (Again, no one mentions condoms), | say some might
use condoms with a bar girl, but not with a village girl). How do they decide what is the best thing to
do? They talk with other people. H. might say “Ah, my friend F., | would like another womarn-do you
think that G. is hedlthy or do you think she might be infected with that AIDS bug?’ Or J. might say “Ah
my friend, | am single and looking for a wife, do you think that one is O.K.? She looks hedlthy, but is
her behavior good?’ Again, we want to know what people they tak to—are they more educated or just
the same? Richer or just the same? Do these people use condoms or have extramaritd partners?

These are the most important parts of the questionnaire: who people talk with about family planning and
AIDS. But there are other sections.

Economics. We ask about their economic Stuation, animas and things like sofa sets. Why are we
asking this? (Someone answers by repeating what | have said—"to learn about the economic situation”).
| say yes, and to learn how it has changed. | ask someone whether things have gotten better or worse,
he says better. | ask another who says they have gotten worse. | say yes, people have different views,
and we want to know from each person whether their Stuation has gotten better or worse: do they have
more cows than when we were here before or do they have fewer? Last time we asked how much they
earned in a month, and this time we ask again, SO we can see whether it is more or less. | ask M.
whether people will just tdl us what they earn, she says no, it is a very private thing here. | agree, and
say that is why it is important to be a good interviewer, to establish rapport with the respondent, and
ak T. toilludrate.

Gender: why are we asking these questions? | begin with secret use, some people hide from husbands.
Some say “I can't do anything unless my husband says’, others say “Ah, the children are the woman's
burden, | will just use and not tell him”. it's the same with the questions about going to the market and
clinic: some one say “Oh, dear husband, May | go to the market?’ (They al laugh-l think women here
wouldn't do that), others just inform him “I’'m going to the market”, and others just go. | ask what
word in Luo would describe such a woman who “just goes’, and P. settles on “strong-headed”. | say
it's the same with leaving the husband if he has an affair or beets her.

The last section isamix of questions. For some, we are trying to find out whether thisis a person who
is knowledgeable or not. E.g. the question about country that is furthest away—which is more
knowledgesable, the person who says Uganda or the person who says Japan? Have they been to
Nairobi or not? We aso want to know which people are more modern. | look to see what femde
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interviewer iswearing trousers (oneis): is she modern? Yes, they say.

| notice that M. Ndege is pregnant—ast time she had 3 children and was using FP: her husband knew
but they had not told his parents. She said * he wanted another so | had to accept.” But thisisthe find.

BMETHODS: The responses to questions can be read, in part at least, as reflecting the govt/donor
programs. For example, on surveys most people answer that the way to prevent AIDS is avoiding
extramarita partners’one partner only etc, rather than condoms—which neetly matches the direction of
the programs here. Smilarly, on S, B.’s GTZ sudy of youth, most say FP is *have only the number of
children you can cater for”, amuch smaler proportion say “to have fewer children’—this reflects the way
that the nurses interpret the program, | think.

E. says the medicd facilities here have improved—the clinic has become a didtrict hospitd with two
doctors, they are building, etc. | ask G. whether it’s true that STD drugs are free, he says yes, last year
he took some boys there, drugs were available and free.

GENDER/SEX: At lunch, | say casudly that in Madawi we had a problem with the mae supervisors
having sex with the femde interviewers, and that we even fired one. G. and F. immediately say ‘but it
might be the woman's fault.” | go into the spid about power, that the supervisor has the power to fire
her, so he can’t do it. When | say “it's not professond” they are a bit startled—maybe they don't think
of their work and sex in the same domain-- but agree. They are clearly not persuaded, however: if the
man has power, al the more reason for the woman to use sex to get what she wants.  The whole
discussion was reveding about gender and sex—the deeply held notion (by P. as wdll) that if a woman
wants to entrgp aman, he will not be able to ress.

GUIDES: Someone points out that there are now severa women DO'sand DC's. They saidthe DO's
and DC's are university grads, “so they understand” about women's equdity. Some discussion of the
proposed education reform, tho no one knew much about it (It's just been announced). They said
Nyanzafor yearswas #1 in the KCPE (primary ed certificate).

GOVERNANCE: There's then an equdly vigorous—maybe even more—discusson about Luo palitics.
F. is going to stand for eection from Kisumu municipdity next time. He defended R. O. againgt loud
attacksfrom P. and T.. | didn’t undergtand it dl because they were using a lot of names of paliticians,
but the gist was that F. was most concerned about competing with the Kikuyu, while P. and T. were
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arguing that when R. gtarted cooperating with the government al these promises were made about
opening up the molasses factory, sugar cane, etc, and nothing has happened.

Mesting:

Labds point isto help interviewer make sure they have the right person

Importance of making sure have right husband and wife matched—-don't want to have disagreement
about whether they have a sofa set be due to the fact that we have the wrong spouses matched

Look for new women of repro age, won't have label

What do they learn from the persond interview?

F. begins by saying they didn't fire anyone: the ones who were poor yesterday were much better today
(they had been warned), and others today were not so good. They will decide tomorrow. They talked
to the poor ones after the others had left. They asked “do you know why we asked you to stay”, the
interviewers said they thought because they weren't doing so well. They asked the interviewers what
their weaknesses were, and they said. | said it was O.K. with me to keep them al-we will finish faster
and it will cost less because we won't have to pay them (the supervisors) so much. But can they handle
6? They don't think so. E. saysP. will pick oneto fire so shewill only have 5 interviewers,

They are dill struggling, the interviewers are not ready to go out. F. thinks they are not as good as
previous years. | say they could send some out and keep others, but they think that if someone can't
Oet it after 4 daysthey won't get it after 5. N. suggests giving atest like in Maawi; they say don't need
to because they have identified the weak people and check the questionnaires closely as they are
ingructing. | say maybe their sandards are higher, but they don't think so.

QUESTIONNAIRE: Problemsthat arose in the mock interviews this afternoon.
Fda maritd satus of NWPs does't have “single’. —writeit in

F10: single man, should he give father’ s roof—yesif he'sliving in hisfather’s house
E2: usudly stay-what if husband dead? ask about when he was dive

F6—are any of these CBDs?. Thisisfor NWPs, but question says “are any of these”
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AIDS/GENDER/STRATEGIES: | ask them to note whether awoman who is not there |eft because she
separated/divorced or |eft for other reasons, explaining that | think women may leave as a strategy for
protecting themsalves from AIDS. P. thinks this is ridiculous. they leave, only to find that they are
getting infected from some other man, and then when they are sick they have to come back. | say that's
a dereotype, that women who leave their husbands are loose women, they dl vigoroudy ingst that
women who are separated become progtitutes. | say they have no evidence at al, they say they do, they
seeit. | say what if she just quietly becomes atailor, P. says“That's judt it, she'saprodtitute” There's
a discusson of whether women leave husbands who have affairs because 1) she wants her own
freedom (R. 2) he probably isn't supporting her so economic stress (T.).  P. said can't leave without
evidence. T. saysin our society women don’t have much freedom—-woman needs evidence to leave, but
man doesn't. | say P. could leave, P. saysyes she could “but | am 1 out of 1000.” R. stressesthat if
the husband is unfaithful the woman would rather leave this person so she's completely free. F. points
out that the land is his. And if you go home the mother will say “such a smdl thing, go back”. E. says
“even now with the fear of AIDS?" D. says hard to pay back “dowry” (bride wedlth.) P. tells story of
woman-they al know about this case-- who wanted to leave unfaithful husband, her family kept saying
“go back go back”, she committed suicide. P. says “ She was a modern woman, she had degreesiin |
don’ t know what, she was working in the First American Bank, the parents were affluent.” If she can't
leave, there’ s no chance for these rura women.

They say a separated man will sill say he's married even if the woman has been away for years. | try to
check in our data, only to find out that Mark ingdled Stata without putting in the proper license
information. E. lookslater, but we didn't ask marital statusin K1 or K2, only “are you married” in K2.

Team plus L. go to Oyugis for beer and dancing.

Jan 21:

At breskfast | casudly mention to E., but in the hearing of others, that this maaria medicine is giving me
more vivid dreams, some about old boyfriends. The reaction is what | wished-they are very interested
to hear about my boyfriends. After yesterday’s discussion | thought that they might dismiss what | was
saying about sex and power on the grounds that | had no interest in sex or hated men, and | wanted to
make the point that they couldn’t conclude that from what | said.

| review a questionnaire that one of the interviewers did last night with a family member. It'sexcEt. It
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does, tho, raise questions about how the question on “how are you most worried that you will get AIDS
“ is being interpreted. So | tak to them, trying to make it vivid that we want to know about the life they
livetoday. This respondent was most worried, he said, about an inherited wife—but is he redly worried,
or is it because the Luo leaders have been warning againg it? (You can't use a condom with the
inherited wife, at least in the firgt ritud intercourse).

Meting:

If other problems with the questionnaire arise in the fidd, keep track of how you resolve it with the
interviewers so you can tell the other supervisors who tell their interviewers,

No daughters dive includes not born? Yes
F. says can do without the persond interview, they fee more comfortable

They say questionnaire longer than K1 or K2.

Spirits definitely low this evening. Not dear why—maybe because tomorrow begins the hard dogging?
They know what it’s like.

Gifts PRICES/IGENDER: they planned to give ugali to the men, soap to the women “because women
are responsble for cleanliness’, and sugar. Sugar is 45ks, (we give 1k) maize 55 (we give 2k), soap 30
(bar about a foot long). | pointed out that this means the men get more than the women. So they
switched. .

Team is very organized thismorning. | don't wear awatch so | won't look at the time, but | think they
got off just fine. Each supervisor has a ligt of the respondents in the villages he/she will be responsible
for—dl the women on our initid sample list, whether interviewed in Kenya 1 or Kenya 2 or not, plus
exhortations to find any new married women (e.g. those that have married into the village snce we were
there last). They have verba autopsy forms for respondents who have died, village questionnaires to
ask an informed person, and one-time questionnaires for the interviewers to fill out for andyses of
interviewer effects (these should have been filled out yesterday at the end of training, but were
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forgotten). .

Mid-afternoon: rain. The early mornings are usudly overcad, then it's bright sunshine until mid-
afternoon, then dark clouds gather and it rains briefly but forcefully and with thunder. It livens up the
plants around Amani, but can’t be enough for the crops (or to fill the water tank so we could have hot
showers).

Team back late, around 8. We were worried, but it turned out they had told the kitchen (but not us)
that they would eat in Oyugis. They were in good spirits, thank goodness.

Meding: F. did 11, R. 10, T. 10 + 1 CB, P 10, G11. R’s know the questionnaire well, G. said
they’ ve “ gotten so experienced with the loops’, bored with the AIDS questions. some wanted to go to
town. One woman named 3 NWPs, then when asked the list of those she had chatted with added 10
more, but refused to go through the NWPs again. R. said the questionnaire takes an “eternity”, longer
than Kenya2. They think it unlikely it can be donein under 2 hrs, maybe 1 ¥z at best.

AIDS: The question about risk isincongstent. One person said his NWP doesn't have other partners,
but says his worry is getting AIDS from other partners. T. said everyone is answering inherited wife for
A24; F. and G. say that’s because of the Luo Elders campaign. The interviewers are trying hard to
ingst “you yourself”, but it's not working. R. had a respondent whose NWP is a prodtitute, but saysthe
NWP thinks her risk is low because she trudts her clients. F says he had aman who inherited hiswife
who was most worried about transfusons.

The question of marita status of AIDS NWPs appearstwice, E. told them to answer A10a, not A8a.

G. sad in one of his households, the Is wife had left but the new wife ingsted she was the one that had
been interviewed before. G. checked with the husband' s father, who said the Ist wife had €ft, this was
anew one.

If NWP single, the question asks about husband; they decided to ask about partner, which isfine,

G. sad one of his couples, the wife said it was unlikely the children would go to secondary schoal, the
husband said it was very likely. G. was curious, asked the wife, she said the husband meant “the other
wifeskids’.
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They have found some new couples—one moved back from Migori, a new marriage.

R. said they are very happy about the gifts. One of her interviewers had a very difficult respondent, she
struggled through the interview, findly finished it. Then another interviewer, O., gopeared and the R.
went up to him and said he hadn’'t been interviewed [perhaps he wanted another gift?] T. said one of
her respondents had a smdl kiosk and they interviewed him there, there was sugar dl around. But he
was pleased—d| of hisfamily has died, “every brother, every sster”, and the household has 20 orphans.

E. talked about her new logging form, with a column for “done’ or “call back”. F. wanted only to put
“done,” because “we normaly go for cdlbacks 5 or 6 times’, sometimes we are just passing by and
check. E. sad OK., what's redly crucid is the “done’ and the verba autopsy/living.  Some village
names have changed—arrgh. They are to put the new name in brackets in case there s a Kenyad.

T. sad one man, not in our village, saw them coming (she said the team can’t be missed, they are dl in
their t shirts with red and black knapsacks) and said “Hey, the AIDS guys are back with their questions,
thistime everyone will die of AIDS. “

We had asked them to confirm that the deaths that we recorded in ‘97 redly were degths, but that has
proved to be awkward: the respondents say they aready told us that. So | said they don’'t have to
confirm, but just make sure the person hasn't risen from the dead.

Jan 23: E., L., N. and | gtart checking. The questionnaires are excE.t—only one or two have callbacks
for things that weren't filled in, and there's often a comment re things ether the supervisor or the
interviewer would expect we would query.

Meeting: Quedtionnaires in excEt shgpe. Very few things missng, most of our questions are to
supervisors to help us understand things that appear incongstent to us.

At the meeting before the |t day of fiddwork E., recdling her experiencesin Maawi, told the team that
they could reach her before 11 at night, but not a 5 am.—(in Maawi the supervisors often didn’t think
about the fact that they needed to take questionnaires to the field until early am., when they rapped on
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her door. ) She now tells them that was totally unnecessary here because they are so together, not like

Maawi at al. They appear pleased.

Asever, some queries:

Tdl interviewers not to specify unless questionnaire ingtructs (takes too much time), eg. F5, B21D,

Maritd satus:

Don't interview inheritors unlessinterviewed lagt time

If man was polygynous but other wifelwives died and he now has only one wife, we condder him
monogamous (even if he describes himself as polygynous).

If aman is polygynous (more than one wife) but had an eder wife who died, when we are asking about
conversations with his wife re FP, etc, we mean the edest living wife

Children:

Lagt time we had ingtructions re barren women, this time we don't. Tdl interviewers that if woman has
been married more than 5 years with no children, don’t ask her about children.

Up to interviewers. ask the ideal number etc if does’t seem sengtive

B18-B20: should refer to schooling of their own children, not orphans

Wouldn't consider orphans as children
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Economic;

Monthly salary of 880ks?
Herdsman, working in supermarket

Husband gave her money—this doesn’'t count unless he sent it from outside; if he'sthere and just gave it
to her, would go under other

Family planning:

F1 and F19 should agree—e.g. if talked w/11 in F1, F19 should have those 11

F30—for non users, why not using: no code for “she doesn't approve’, only for H doesn't approve. |If
she doesn't gpprove, that should go in “other”

If she's“too old”, it should be 1, “trouble getting pregnant”

Gender:

Clarify re asking permisson to go places. E.g. in one questionnaire (F342) G5 said she can go on her
own to vist in the village, but for G7 , “when you ask does he aways sometimes or never agreg’,, code
should be 4—one questionnaire today had coded 3, which means “he never agreesthat she can go”. But
gnce she doesn't ask him, that doesn’t make sense.

G9-G12 (E. to do)

AIDS:

A3: Here what we want to know is whether respondents perceive that sex within marriage transmits
AIDS as well as sex outsde of marriage.  Everyone should say yesto both.  But most are answering
“sex outsde of marriage’-why? We don’t want the interviewers to probe or to lead the respondent,
but we do want to make sure that the interviewer is asking for al the ways they know of that AIDS can
be transmitted. Thisis aknowledge question, not a“are you persondly worried” question.
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F. thinks women don’t think about getting AIDS in marriage, they get it from husband who got it outside
marriage.

A5, what ways have you used to protect against AIDS:

Do not lig, just ask “what ways’, circle yesif mention it , noting if they don’t. Then probe, circle no if
don’t mention after probe, and probe if mention it after probe.

A20 and A21: Note that multiple answers are possible. Logicaly, a woman who thinks she has no risk
should say

Sex only with spouse, spouse has no partners, no blood transfusions, no injections

Limited no. of partners(she), uses condoms (with those other partners) and spouse has no other partner
(plus no transfusions no injections).

GUIDES: G. sad they used a vehicle with Discuss Aids: Protect your Family in Saya, had to cover it
up because people said “ here are those people coming to see our AIDS patients’

G.: billboard in his village, nurse saying “these people can redly get ads’, thereé s only one nurse in the
village, D., they said “Ah, D. isgiving AIDS’, everyone laughs a the slly villagers.

P. said polygamous wives are worried about the co-wife, not the hushband.

R.: lots of reasons for getting a cowife, not necessarily because he's a hot one, might be because one
wife is barren. If they say they are worried about cowife, might mean that they know the cowife is
moving around.  G. thinks young polygamous wives are trophy wives-T. remembered that in the
quditative interviews people said worried about young wives who are degping around.
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EVERY married person who thinks they aren't at risk should at least say that “has sex only with
spouse” and “spouse has no other partners’. But if they don't, that's interesting-that they are only
thinking about themsdlves, not what's happening with their partner (which we get later in the “ suspects
partner” question.

We don't want interviewers to probe, but we do want to be sure that interviewers are understanding the
question correctly, that they know whét the possible answers could be.

Consgtency checks (d:\africa\papers\a ds\gamb\commentsk3

Clarify why we mean for G9-G12

If when probe circle, if not circle 0
A5
A21, multiple answvers

A3: trangmitted within marriage? Why so few saying this? AIDS

Contract for interviewers, da A.B.? Amt of pay, when, what free time, grounds for dismissa (cheating
no. 1) bonus if data quality high and finish on time? Firg they say yes, but when | ask why, F. says
“because you suggested it”.

T. sad that because of the gifts, they have to check more closely that they have the right respondent. [dl
to the good)].

P. said she talked with an inheritor who saw no risk of AIDS because thisisamarriage, it's not “moving
around’. R. pinted out that an inheritor “benefits so much because usudly the inheritor has lower
gtatus, now he gets the suits from the dead hushand, extra tea, he goes “top class’, it makes them fed
important.” P. said (and acted out) that the inheritor was Stting on astool right in front of the bedroom
“asif tosay ‘thisismine”
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AIDS/GSMB: F. says it's difficult to say one suspects ones husband, tho some women do say it. But
it's legitimate to say you suspect husbhand, worried about getting AIDS from him, if he has inherited,
because you aren’'t accusng him of an illegitimate reaionship and because there has been such a
campaign againg inheritance, the Luo Elders are againgt it.

AIDSGSMB: It was clear that the supervisors themsdves hadn’t thought much of the magnitude of the
risk of getting infected from one' s spouse: to this extent, | think they share the views of our respondents.
Only part=way through the discussion this evening did P. clarify by saying “in other words, you think
that there is a mgjor risk from the spouse?’ (Maybe she said husband). They pointed out that the risk
comes from outside rdations | argued that was o, but in the life the men and women of the villages
lead, it’'s the spouse from whom they are likely to get infected. And in some sense they recognize this,
as shown in our Maawi ethnographic interviews. They went out to dinner, and when they came back |
talked with F. about 2-3 questionnaires | had checked in which the women respondents suspected (or
knew) their husband had extramaritd affairs, they were very worried about their risk of getting AIDS,
they thought they would get it from the husband, and yet they said the “best protection” was degp with
soouse only. F. clearly hadn't ever thought about the irony involved, now is fired up and will query
respondents who make these responses.

BMETHODSTELL THE COOKS: Re expecting us to be interested in FP: N. said that when she was
here before taking about rariew, but not FP, a woman with one child said to her she was “redly
interested in FP’. E. sad that in Mdawi, she was only taking aout husband-wife issues, women
wanted to talk to her about diseases, and a man asked her “can you tell me about FP’?

Jan 24:

P. chatting over tea when they return. 1've just been reading field notes from K1 and K2 about
respondents running away, etc, asked her if this is happening now. She saysno. | asked if they Hill say
“how will this hdp me’, she says sometimes, but they ask it in away that means how is this helping the
community, not persond. She thinks that both the familiarity and gifts ae redevant.
BMETHODS /fidldwork: When people see her they recognize her, ask “Hello, how have you been”. If
they don’t want to be interviewed they won't run away, they will be more polite. And she thinks the
gifts hdp—they make the R’s fed that we gppreciate the time they are giving us. | asked whether news
about the gifts has spread, she saysit has. One woman came up to her and said “aren’t you coming to
interview me’ P. asked where she lived. And then said if you're in the sample we will interview, if not
not. The woman said “ please come and talk to me”. | was worried that the gifts would be too heavy for
the interviewers to carry, but she says not. They each go out with two setsin case there are two people
at home, and the vehicle is nearby so they can return and replenish.
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We taked about how long we would take here. P. said she liked Kawadghone best, because we
dtayed at the Tourist Hotel and, “as you know, | like my comforts.”

BMETHODS/AIDS: P. today had a woman who said she “knows’ her husband has other partners. |
asked whether she would only say this if she had evidence, she says yes, otherwise she would say

“Suspects’.

FIELDWORK: T. joins the conversation by saying “these women are dl lias’; P. says “Men are
worse’. T. was in awoman's house, and knew one of the NWPS she named, because T has dways
used the house of that NWP to distribute questionnaires to the interviewers . The R said the NWP was
“worse df” than she was, but it's not true-the NWPS house is very nice indeed. And the R said the
NWP uses family planning, but she does’t-the NWP hasn't had a child yet, and wants one.

L. asks P. about the “expect” your children to go to school, and the “very likdy”/not likely. P. saysin
Luo “expect” ismore like “hope’, not likely is more like “not possble’. P. says she'sinterested in this
question: “I got curious—maybe they are answering “not likely” because this time we are giving sugar,
next time school fees”

At dinner, F. dso says few refusals. Though one woman refused to take the gifts, saying “something will
follow”, meaning spirits, bad luck, but the husband took the gifts.

T: followed by 3 dderly women, ingsted that she give them something, why talk to the little ones not us,
T. explained, but they indsted no, we just need something. “Unfortunately your name is not in our
sample’, “O.K., why don’t you put our names in our sample’.

BMETHODS: Mexting:

SELECTIVITY: Send one interviewer w/mae and femae questionnaire, like P.?

T. sends pairs, but 5 so sends one with both
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F.: Send out pairs, changes every day

R.: Sends pairs, but each person in the pair is respongble for amae and female but they might

switch depending on who is home

G.: Will send three to a polygynous hh so they can interview spouses Smultaneoudy

T. says at random unless the man looks alittle wild. R. says it takes care of itsdlf, might be who
is ahead waking. If the person is a bit more complicated the person who is more comfortable
does it. They see some and don't see some. P.. sometimes it is so naturd: if couple of

interviewers and couple of respondents it’s same gender.

T. asked woman who thinks husband moves, but inggts that the problem is the ather partner, not the

husband himsdlf.

R.: isit chiraor AIDS? Said “it’s punishment from God.” Said that person very religious, refused to take

the gift, said must be some poison in the gift. VVery poor family.

Economic;

Credit merry go round should be YES only if it was R'sturn last month.

Is DK for amount earned from sdlling bananas O.K.? Wouldn't she know? Yes-might sdl 7

days aweek, get 2 some day, 10 the next, and they useit right away.

Cattle: A.A.: Husband says they have 5, she says they have none. Does interviewer understand
that thisis the household's cattle? It' s not like K2, hersto sell. (But the monthly income question
is for each of them separatdly). They said yes, they understand. M. interviewed another man,

knew he was lying, said radio not working now.

Expect hope:

Vey likdy/nat likdy—most of them are thinking in terms of school fees, that's why so many say no not

likely.
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FP:
Note that this is “ever chatted with anyone in this category”, not just repeating the NWPS
dready named and the categories they arein.

AIDS:
R says on A20 that not much risk because “sex only with partner” AND “limited number of
partners’. Sounds incongstent—and they say itis. In Luo might say only deep with spouse, only
one partner so interviewer checks both.
R says she thinks NWP worries about getting AIDS from husband, but that the NWP aso
thinks her best protection is “sex only with husband”.

Jan 25, Tueday:

BMETHODS/paperflow: Lagt night the four of us—N., L., E. and |—checked questionnaires until 11:15,
finished dl except G.’s, who handed hisin late. It took maybe two hours for the four of us to check
about 40 questionnaires—-much less onerous than when | was checking them al, and it would take a
whole day. It's also very useful to check together, especidly at this early stage of the fidldwork, as we
can tak about some of the apparent inconsistencies we find. For example, L. comments about a
guestionnaire where the woman said she had two, wanted to stop, but when asked how many children
shewanted said 4. | used to do calbacks for this, but now don’t: I've come to think it'simposing fase
consgstency. The woman may be genuinely ambivaent, and not see the connection between one answer
and the next that we, interested in fertility and family planning, see. Where there are problems we can
come to a consstent coding. For example, we have a few inherited women. When asked how they
think they themsdves might get AIDS, it is sometimes coded as “husband” or sometimes as “ Other-
inheritor”. Our ingtructions say that a widowed woman is to be asked the hushand questions about her
husband when he was dive, not the inheritor; on the other hand, a respondent may not have been
worried about getting AIDS from her husband when he was dive, but is concerned about the inheritor,
ether because he might be infected (she may not know much about his past, she may not know much
about his current movements since he often doesn't live with her, and she may know that the inheritor
has inherited other women as well, some of whose husbands may have died of AIDS). So we have
decided to keep “other-inheritor”, and we may make a new category for data andyss. Some of the
oddities are really unexpected, and | doubt that any pretest would have picked them up: eg. one
network partner was sad to have used family planning, but for the next question, “did her husband
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know?’, the margina comment said “her husband died and she only started using FP after he died”. |
recoded from the “no” that the interviewer had circled to “DK”, which in this case redly means “not
goplicable’.

On the NWPs for FP, there is a sense in some of the questionnaires that the respondent is trying to
make her NWPs respectable re FP. If the NWP is not using FP, there will be a comment that she is
“old”, or “menopause’, | guess so that we will understand that it's not that the NWP has any objection
toit. Or that the NWP only has one or 2 children, asif it has to be excused—o us, as| doubt that they
would add this explanation in an ordinary “chat.”

L. isgoing to keep a ligt of these coding decisons, to be a sort of dictionary of the variables: | should
have done this for K2 (I did some for K1, it's in the dictionary). L. commented later that hardly any
women want to wear blue jeans or trousers. | sad “it's trousers only”, she sad “No, on the
questionnaire it is ‘blue jeang'trousers.” | groan, that's a mistake, we'll have to live with it in Obisa and
make sure the in the next 3 gdtes the interviewers inderstand just to ask women about trousers, men
about blue jeans. That's one more thing they have to learn, and we won't be able to compare with
Kenya 2. At breskfast today L. mentions it to R., who says “We dready told them that in training.”

They redly are amazing: they knew what the question was last time, and just corrected. Theremay be a
downgde to this, however. On household animals, in Kenya 2 we asked about animals the respondent
himsdf/herself owned, i.e. could sdl: this time we are asking household. | have noticed some quite
discrepant responses from husbands and wives, so it may be that some of the supervisors assume that
we realy mean this question to be the same as K2. | had dready gone over it in meeting last night, but
the blue/jeans trousers leads me to think that it's their memory and diligence that might be and

explanation.

BMETHODS: It seems that we are using about 15 litres’'week of petrol for the generator. Amani turns
their big generator on for afew hours a 5:30 am., | suppose so that the cooks can see to do breakfast
(though it wakes me up every morning). They then turn it on in the mid-afternoon, keeping it on until
about 10:30 or, if they see we are ill working, later. In between, we use our generator, as some of the
computers don’t have much battery life. The petrol is about 50ks/litre, o that's about $10 aday. It will
undoubtedly be more in Gwass and Mfangano.

Market day in Oyugis, so supervisors expect that it will be more difficult to find people. Interviewers
are dill doing only 2 aday, but some are getting it done in an hour, even with NWPS,

Stephen M. wandering around again this morning. He's the interviewer that we hired for K2, but
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released after the Ist day of training because we were told by Amani people that he was nuts/did drugs.
He came for the test again thistime, wasn't hired. He has come around severd time—saying he couldn’t
find his book, or that he had given a notebook to T. to correct and wanted it back. Y esterday morning
he was wandering around with a piece of rope around each wrigt. It makes me alittle nervous. athough
we take the equipment in to our rooms at night, we leave our questionnaires out a night—Amani feds
very safe, and there are no goats wandering around, as a Gwassi, who might eat the questionnaires.
But this morning C., the Amani accountant, said that last night M. broke into the chief’ s office, messed
up some files and took some papers. C. is going to try to keep him out. It might be difficult, tho—
athough there is a night watchman on the drive, Amani has quite abit of land and it's not fenced, so it's

easy to get in.

FASHION/GLOBAL: At breskfast | compliment P. on her pink T-shirt, R. saysin Luo “wasit D.”s’
and then when they dl laugh they trardate/explain. The day after D.’s funerd, the second hand clothes
hawkers here were holding up this bit and that of clothing and saying “D.”s dress! Just arrived!”.

Thereis some talk about “flouncing”—it seems as if the word has become a codeword to refer to P., and
the time a the HB Tourig hotd that | chastised her for leisurdly finishing her breskfast sausage while the
interviewers were waiting by the side of the road, and then flouncing out when she was good and ready.
It's by no means a secret codeword—more like“Ah P. g, are you flouncing agan?’

| go down to the vehicles to wave them off, and redlize that | am very happy here. | think a good part
of it is being together again with Survey Team Inc: we now have quite a history, and we have grownin
competence together. | didn't know much about field research when we began with the ethnographic
interviewing in the summer of 1994, or when we began K1 in Dec 1994; they had some fied
experience, but not in a project that emphasized strict adherence to the sample and data quality, nor, |
suspect, in a project where they were 0 often asked for their opinions and ideas about why
respondents say this and that, what does this mean, etc. Thistime, as previoudy, our meetings have a
business period (though now this is very short as there is very little to discuss) but a subgtantia part
devoted to asking them questions on which they are more expert than I. | think they are dso happy
here. Of course with the money, but they have become friends with each other aswell. And just as |
fet good when the Amani people welcomed me back with big smiles, | think they like returning to the
same villages they were in before and the respondents greet them with smiles, “how areyou”, etc. Also,
I’'m sure they like it that they are redly in charge here. In K1 and even in K2, tho less, | was anxious
about interviewing everyone, getting perfect data, doing it quickly to stay within our budget, unexpected
things that might happen. Now | have no worries. The team is so good, and in addition E. can handle
the data entry supervision very well, and there is help checking the questionnaires. This dso meansthat |
have lots of time to think and write, without interruptions, which isa grest joy.

WHITES: Yesterday am. | asked the kitchevhh staff to keep an eye out for one of my purple hair
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combs: | had it yesterday am. but couldn’t find it in the afternoon. | emphasized that | thought | just
dropped it somewhere, so they wouldn’t think | was accusing anyone of taking it, but | till wonder if
they might not be wary of white people claming that things were solen . It turned up on might night-
table after the sheets were changed, so | expect it was somewhere deep in the blankets (I had looked in
the bed and on the floor). Thisam. the kitchen staff asked meif | had found the comb, and were very
relieved to learn that | had.

AIDS: L. is checking questionnaires. One the “ great/moderate”’ risk for NWPS, dl three NWPs check
“spouse has other partners’.  She thinks that this refers to cowives, as a subsequent question (A24) the
NWPs are worried about Spouse’s younger wives. The issue is whether to distinguish spouse’s other
partners who are cowives vs girlfriendsbar girls. We decided (redly | decided) not: to switch it to the
“other category” means it is a risk of getting lost unless there are a lot of them, and to give an

ingruction to interviewers to distinguish between NWPs in polygynous marriages and those who are not
(which we didn't ask) after training means that some will get it, some will get it less wdl, increesng

interviewer effects. It'saso not clear what the distinction is from the perspective of the wife. It may be
that being labeled a cowife makes that reationship safer, the way they sometimes perceive the marriage
bond to someone be safe from HIV and thus blame other partners rather than the husband. On the
other hand, we do hear concerns about cowives, esp younger ones, moving around. And one of the
ways people evauate whether someone is infected is by loca knowledge about their behavior, their
“movements’: with a new cowife you may not know this In Mdawi it gppeared to me that the
digtinction between a husband’ s new cowife and his new girlfriend would appear to the wife to be smdl:
men would meet a woman on the road, propose, marry her and there's a new cowife, usudly living

somewhere dse. E., though, thought that the worry about cowives was the search process-if amanis
looking for a cowife he has license to deep around.

AIDS/GSMB: Chatting with F.: F. asked a woman (not in our sample) why women say on our survey
that they aren’t at risk from their husbands but their husband' s partners. She said ‘you know we don't
have a choice, we have to degp with the husband.” And aso sad that ‘women [wives] don’'t move
out, men do. F. queries this, but she sad ‘very few if any women move out but men are well known.’
Another woman, walking by, stopped to chat with F. She's a Form 4 leaver, says hasn't worked since
school, says ‘ever snce | was married my husband hasn't given me a shilling.” Husband form 4 leaver,
has't done anything, ‘wakes up in am., weeds shamba, goes to Oyugis, comes back and waits for me
to feed him. Lifeisredly a struggle but my own choice that | came there’. Husband sometimes drinks
and sometimes doesn't come home. F. asked ‘Where do you think he degps? “Oh, he says he
sometimes degpsin afriend’s house or by the side of the road. But that’s how people get AIDS.” Her
mother has come 3 times to take her away, but she has refused. She explained that she married this man
graight from school againgt her mother’ s wish, so fed's she doesn’'t want to be afalure.

AIDS: Circumcison: F.” study (I think Kisumu) brought out that circumcison matters. But Luo eders
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cautious because worry that people will think that if get circumcised they can move, so not much has
been said about it. “When we presented that part of our study, Prof. O. [G.E.M.O., had a opened
piece in the Nation]. and Prof A. said “no, you have to go dow on this because thisis cultura, you can't
change over night. Inheritance we are working on, but when it comes to circumcision you have to go
dowly. S: Why is circumcison harder? F. said doesn't know but things it’s because “it has more to do
w/poalitics, because others talk about Luos not being rea men, that’s why they can’t be president, so
probably Luos fed that if they sart taking about circumcision now, the other tribes will laugh at them.
Also, circumcigon is very physicd, like removing the teeth, but with widow inheritance you are not
branded, not visble.

Re the persond risk question: F. says the interviewers redly know it means persond risk, but the people
ings on answering generdly. Taked about one R who had NWPs dl worried about inheritance
because sympathetic with the inheritors. But | think this possble—maybe that's redly what they tak
about dl the time, so the R would think that’s what they are worried abouit.

Tdked about a R. mae whose wifeleft in * 96, “she' s just moving around with other men in town, she's
become a progtitute’. He beieves thereisno AIDS, had 20 partners, never uses condoms, and NWPs
aso had many partners, no condoms. At the same time, F. said, there's a young man in the compound
whoisailing, hasto be carried. .

Mesting:

Do verbd autopsy instead of comment on questionnaire.

Noteif refused gift

E.—reP.sinterviewer questionnaire

Now afolder of people who died but who till need verba autopsy forms)

Apparently some problems il with matching. F. found a woman with two husbands. P. had one wife
with two different sickers asif it were two different women. E. is going to see whether
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F.: woman had child recently but said doesn’t need to use FP because “ stopped naturaly”.

F. sad KO. is redly one village, includes A,B,C. Should have only one community questionnaires. P.
sad when ask informant re community questionnaire he wouldn’'t confine himsdlf to his ares, just said

1] m ma,1yl7 .

Feb 2 driveto Gwass

Feb 18 drive to Kawad

miji kumi gppointed by government, assstant chief takes him serioudy. Chief is location, subchief is
sublocation.

J. O. A.-ocation chief; there s a subchief for Obisa, but F. doesn’t know him.

Jan 26, Wed:

Slow day. | spend most of it fixing up the dictionary for K1 for public use, and starting a dictionary for
K2.

Team back.

AIDS: F.: from doing village questionnaire w/miji-kumis says no. of funerds in village is low, so they
must go to alot of funeras outsde the village. Also said one guy said govt. Should make HIV testing
mandatory, and then take dl the HIV positives, put them in aboat, and send them out to seato die.
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FASHION: P. says 1”im trying to look local today.” She'swearing a kanga, but you can see the blue
jeans under it (not to mention her braided hair).

C., & her data entry: “Thistime everyone is talking to somebody—it's not fair.”

Mesting:

Jan 27: No meeting last night. F. had an gppt w/the DO at 8:30, so they rushed there from dinner. DO
not there, o they went drinking. L. said it was the same bar, same music, same people [rather like a
club?,.

| didn't get Sorieslast night, but did thisam. I’'m sure there are ways stories, and the best way to get
them is just St around when they come back and be interested. There are adso probably more stories at
the beginning of the fildwork, when they are fresh, curious, energetic—it’s the same with me. Asusud, |

had woken up around 6:30, went to the kitchen to get a cup of tea and banana, and sat on the terrace
watching it get lighter. R.’sthefirst onel see, and she says“| have agory”. | didn't have my pen and
notebook, but the gist of it was that the man they talked to lied about which woman was his wife ad
which is agter in law, and did so0 in front of his parents. She has no doubt that he was lying—not just a
suspicion, or “these people sometimes lie’. She says G. dso has a gory, tells me briefly but says |

should hesr it from G..

AIDS: Then G. comes out for his cigarette, and tells his story. Says “rurd notables’--, someone from
the Minigtry of Education, a town councillor, another “rura notable’ came around, asking what they
were doing, G. explained. The M of Ed guy said that as far as family planning went, he thought “there
was alot of awareness’ here. But then said “But for AIDS, you people are too late. The people you
are talking to, | doubt they will be here much longer, | don’t think your report will be much help to the
community. They are dl dying, they are being cleared.” Then G. taked to a woman, a nurse and
sckly. Her husband divorced her, married two others. The nurse and her mother went to their home
place, only the brother’s wife (the nurse's sgter-in- law) was left there, and she was aso sick, she had
been inherited, the man who is the inheritor has two wives. The husband (the nurse' s brother) used to
have a girlfriend, he committed suicide, leaving anote “1 can't reach the diarrheaing stage’ [1 .e. | don't
want to]. So dl knew what was going on. The nurse asked her sgter in law “why, why did you agree
to be inherited?” Apparently no answer to this or G. didn’'t give it to me,, but it does suggest that
women can condder refusing inheritance. What the nurse is worried about is her 6 months old baby,
says the baby is going to die (atho the baby Hill hedthy now). G. and | talk about behavior change. G.
says “they know, but there's no behavior change,” only afew enlightened people are doing something”.
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.| ask himif he thinks that's redlly true: what about condoms, aren’'t men sometimes using condoms
with their girlfriends? He says yes,

“They redlly do know, they are comfortable using condoms with a person they don't trust. But they see
agirl over time, 5 months, she'snot sickly, so they think it is O.K. to stop using the condoms. *

| try to convince G. that this is behavior change, and he does agree somewhat—"‘they are being more
careful, but briefly”. He talked about something he read in the paper, a sudy where the condoms were
treated with die, probably CSW’s, afterwards they examined the women and found the die insde them,
proof that the men redly were using the condoms. He then segued to a conversation he had when he
was working on a project in Kisumu, with a pastor's wife. She asked him whether it was redly

confidentia, he spent about half an hour explaining to her that it was. Then she opened up, and said she
had a boyfriend. He asked her why, she said that her husband, being a padtor, is away a lot, and
“naturdly....” shewanted a partner for sex.

I’m becoming convinced that a lot can, and is, happening without much of a program. Widow
inheritance is an example. At firgt | thought that people were using talk of traditiond customs as a way
of avoiding the central issue of maritd infiddity—that was my reaction to the focus group with Amani
workers last time we were here, they kept wanting to talk about inheritance rather than condoms. |
now think they are much more genuinely worried, especidly the women. | don't think there has been
much of an |EC program about widow inheritance (and it would be interesting to know why—it's not just
a Kenyan custom, so it's not like it's too paroC.| for the globa agencies to take into account; maybe
Uganda has actudly put it in the IEC programs?) There has been tak about widow inheritance by the
Council of Luo Elders, but that's not the same as a naiond campaign: had some press coverage
(G.E.M. O., Kwach) but not posters etc. More generdly, there' s not that much of an AIDS campaign
here: On the drive from Nairobi to Oyugis | saw one “Discuss AIDS: Protect Your Family” poster in
Nairobi roundabout, and a couple of Trust condom signs, but that’s about it. No doubt there are more.
People like the chief say there are more but people tear them down, but | don’t believe there were alot
of them—probably reflects the generd view of the authorities that the rurd folk are brutish. Even G.
(supervisor) talks about “the few here who are aware” Yet | think people are very aware and very
worried—and they didn’t need a program to tdl them that people are dying al around them, they are
“being cleared”, as R. said, or “we are dl withering here’, as the woman in Maawi said.

Like early days of program, advice istoo stern.

Dinner with anthropologist doing evauation of GTZ's charge for FP projects, along with the GTZ nurse
from Kisumu (Njeri Mukoma), someone from the MOH and a clinicd officer (who doesn't spesk
English wedll and seems bewildered). The arthropologist , Judith Brown, lives a Chogoria, where her
husband is a doctor (I suspect a medica missonary, as they previoudy lived for yearsin Zaire). They
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are evauaing GTZ's experiments in letting CBDs sdl pills and condoms. | ask about the free STD
treatment, the MOH and GTZ reps say it’s like other things, in principle free but in practice not. Njeri
says GTZ not doing AIDS because the field is overcrowded, everyone is doing it, there is an enormous
amount of money. | say | don't see much of it here, not even posters. The MOH guy says that’'s
because it's being “eaten”-NASCAP is a source of enrichment for those involved, there's so much
money that that’s why it was taken from the MOH (I think that’s where it was) and moved to the
President’ s Office [which donors might think was better as demondrating “political will”]. He says his

neighbor works for NASCAP—pauses, says he's a nice guy—now has accumulated 10 vehicles and 5
housesin Nairobi.

Mesting:

How many left to do?
F. 50
R. 40-45
G.- 15totrace
P.—26

T.-20

Someinterviewers dill taking along time—e.g. 2 hr interview for 5 NWPs.

Don't have watches,

P. sat in on an interview with an old man, taking histime.

R.: tel story down of man who lied about who was his wife.

Two interviewers and R. went to this house, parents there, he walked in, asked are you a son
of this home because didn’'t have name, said brother in Kericho with two of the brother’ swives,
but one of those was actudly his wife. P. saw an interview, then can’'t match the people
because they are completely different, we are redly stranded with those questionnaires, so she
told them to go and ask from outside, it was explained. They asked him and he said yes, that’s
my wife, | don't have a brother in Kericho. Sometimes they tell you oh he's gone away, he's
dead, if they don’'t want to talk to you.
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T.: Respondent, we had the wife's questionnaire as deed, interviewed him, he said he was
married, didn't sway wife died, we asked neighbor who said he's never had awife die, wife
isn't dead. He then explained that in 97 he was interviewed but it took so long he just said his
wife was dead (now she is resurrected). It's amazing, some of them don't even know the
wife's name, he goes to her and says “Eh, what's your name?’, helooked sincere, didn’t know
her fird name jus the last name.  Another one mentdly ill, couldn’t get her first name ether,
husband didn’t know it either. So as matter of interest asked how he got her here, the person
sad hejust carried on his head like some package.

P.: went we went to interview the man he said wife died. Asked someone €se who said no she
didn’t die she left, went back, he wanted the new one to be the sticker of the old one.

They often ask the neighbors. R’s have their reasons, someone said our gifts are bringing AIDS
adong with us.

G.: yesterday R, inherited, inheritor died yesterday, said “how can this man diein my house, I'm
never having sex again.” His other wives wanted an explanation of how come he died in that
house’-they look at the inherited wife as some kind of outcast.

Land trandferred outside the family
KO. two people sold alittle bit of land.

Is there a stigma againg inheritance? Are we missng some women who have been inherited?
They will dways say they are widowed, or “thereis just some man who comes here’.

If they say they are “married”, even if husband deceased, we would not ask them inheritance
guestions.

Too many DK’ s for ages of family members—can you get at least as* children”, in 20s, 30's, 40s
or over 507?
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Interviewers who write comments—don’t erase them.

There are more answers to A37 (small risk) that add “wife has no other partners’. Make sure
interviewers do not probe.

Interpretation of different kinds of musc? Generd Nitti/Presdent Zulu? Any way to see if
people are bragging vs genuingly confusng? Are they just saying yes when don’t know, or are
they genuine?

Luo musc—even F. listened in K2.
Gospd music quite popular in Nyanza Since a new group came.
Lingda “modern”, not very modern but not rurd. Lingdafrom W. Africa

Wazungu—

P.: it'sNairobi guysthat are wide awake, they know these things, not these rura people.

R.: can't see themsalves being put down because they don't have, they don’ t know.

F. sad the world cup Kenya that man wasn't joking. R.: if they think the question isn't serious
they will just say anything. Supervisors don't like it thet we are trying to see if they are lying.

When st in interview they look so innocent, they are thinking, they are so serious. Think Nitti a
Yugodav generd.

What if NWP is very sck of AIDS, then they say has no risk because dready dying . This woman had
2" inheritor die, named him as a NWP, said “even thisone | know”.
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F.. has there been any kind of campaign re widow inheritance, or just some statements by the
Luo Council of elders.

G.: if NWP femae does husband know. One of NWPS had a vasectomy, asked “does your wife
know”. Didn’'t know whether to rub or not.

T.: lots of inconsistencies on NWPS AIDS, they keep saying have sex outside

When say “other partners’ may mean husband's other partners, or they may mean their own other
partners, or they may mean “out in the world”

Friday: Jan 27

| ‘m reading yesterday’ s Daily Nation, and comment to G. that there seems to be more unrest in Kenya:
newspapers s.em to me to have more dories about rusling and killing, fights (eg. over the
parliamentary reform 2 MPS got into fidticuffs yesterday, when we arrived there was a street brawl),
and corruption stories. G. attributes the unrest to the congtitutiona review and rivalry withe Kikuyus. |
ask what that has to do with congtitutiona reform, he saysiit’s because the Parliamentary Select Reform
Committee is headed by R. O., a Luo, but the rdigious reform group is led by Kikuyus, so people think
that if the Kikuyu group gets their way it will affect Kikuyus living in Rift Vdley, and they oppostion
(KANU, with which O. now dlied) wants to get the Kikuyus out of Rift before that happens. And G.
went on to say “you know, some of the minigers are illiterate’, mentions one from Pokot.
[ENLIGHTENED/GOVERNANCE/ETHNICITY]

Around 3 the driver, J., picks up the computer crew to go to the market in Oyugis (Friday is the day of
the biggest market). It seemsto methe market isif anything bigger and more prosperous—more jua kdi,
| think. E. noticed that one doesn't see as many women with babies on their backs as in Maawi—
indeed, dmost none, whereas in Malawi it was rare to see a woman without a baby. | think far fewer
women are wearing kangas, at least in the market (no doubt they ill wear them a home): most were
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wearing dresses. | stopped at the clinic to get tetracycline eye ointment for an eye infection, and got a
proposal of marriage (100 cows).

BMETHODS: At dinner, F. told story of man who didn’t want to be interviewed, told interviewer to
leave compound, just kept standing there sharpening his panga. His nickname is ‘Jaango”, stabbed
someone afew yearsago. T. taked alot with a CBD, who said that since the opening of the digtrict
hospital they haven't gotten any supervison and hadn’'t been doing anything. She talked with her about
rariew, but nothing new. 1 told her about N. finding a herbalist at the market: N. wanted some of the
herbs for rariew, the guy said she'd have to buy a whole treatment worth, which is 250ks. T. agreed
that that was way too much, said she hersdlf had tried to buy a smdl bag a the market (a gift) the guy
overcharged so she didn't buy, “he must have looked at our faces” Also about one R. who had 0
NWPs, didn’'t want to name names because we were “sent by the government.” [clearly gifts don’'t win
everyone over]. My impression is that we seem to be getting fewer refusds—and certainly fewer O
NWPs-which | thought was because we're now known, people aren’'t worried, clearly some aren't
persuaded that we are harmless or worth their time].

AIDS: T. said one R said he uses condom with spouse. He' s inheritor, has severd inherited wives, she
inggted: they don’'t have sex much, only & ritua time when it’stime to plant the crops. T. saysthereisa
lot of pressure on women to be inherited: if they refuse, they can’t go to other homes, can't visit parents,
etc. If they go to other homes, they think someone in the home will fall sck. But then she pointed out
that her father died in 1997 and her mother refused to be inherited. | asked whether her mother goes to
other homes, she said of course. Her mother livesin rura area, not so far from Homa Bay.

Mesting:

today aterribleday. F. said everybody was “no no can't talk, now going to market.” Saysif thereisa
Kenya 4 the team should take Friday off rather than Sunday when we're in Oyugis. F. tells his panga
story, then R. one about a boy who hit their vehicle with apanga. She chased him, “We redlly chased
him into the bush and disciplined him, he wet himsalf. People gathered around to watch.”

T. says one R very hard of hearing, the interviewer was shouting, so T ended the interview. The R was
very disgppointed because wouldn't get her gift. | said she could give her one tomorrow, the woman
was redly trying.
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E. says about 313 I€ft, tho alot may be cover sheets, people not interviewed in K1 or K2 and till not
back. Reminds people that have to have a cover sheet.

| ask if they can send interviewers done on Sunday 0 they can rest: we'll bein the fidd 8 weeks, can't
work every day. They said they had discussed it dready. They said interviewers have dready done
some questionnaires on their own at night or in the early am., so they will send interviewers Sunday
done. F. “They know we countercheck with the old data, so they can't....”

POSTERS-G.

Luo Elders meet in town, try to go out to places and talk about AlI”’DS, talk about Luo customs, they
are from this region. Who are the Luo dders? F. just some ederly men, most are over 50, but have
women in the group. Word of mouth or hearing talks, the newspaper stuff was just a couple of days. R.
says there is a radio program that teaches people certain aspects of life that relate to Luo customs. F:
It's widespread from the time they had the |st meeting in Kisumu they have redly done alot, there' s that
foundation, HAPAC funded, DIFID and Futures International, Jaramogi Oginga O. Foundation.

Saturday.

Last night we didn’t finish checking questionnaires until 11:30, | dept late, fed a bit listless today, just
reading papers for the paper w/N. on reception of RH policies. And along nap.

BMETHODS:. Very few problems matching respondents to labels, but there are some. Mog, | think,
have to do with women, in Situations where the woman was away for K2—is this that woman or isit a
new wife? The names aren't decisive, partly because the supervisors think that sometimesthe R givesus
the name of the old wife, perhaps because she wants to be interviewed for the gift.

Mesting Sat:
Mesting early because they want to go dancing in Kigi tonight.
Supervisors graded the interviewers:

D means“don’t hire again”. Unlike Maawi, where the supervisors wanted to give everyone an
A, the supervisors were quick, decisve, and the grades varied. It does not appear as if the
gptitude test is by any means a perfect predictor; more surprisingly, some of the interviewers
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who worked for us before were not given particularly high grades.

Tak about the day. Bad day for F.. Church fund-raising at SDA church, they were dressed, ready to
go, didn’t want to talk, can’t St down, cdling “can you find my shoes, whereismy nini”. . But said H.
and M. could go back. Same w/T.: people were out by 8 am., back for lunch at 12, out again at 2. F.
asks whether this village is 5o rdigious, they are dl going to the fund-rasng.—maybe dso it's socid
activities.

S. O. M. [M180]- S. died, two wives sick, they were very hogtile to us. Said had too many
deaths don’'t want to talk to anyone about anything. Then went to brother, E. and one wife had
died, the other was sckly, the remaining wife said the same thing.

E. O., when one of interviewers went to home, wife said he was out (works in Kericho) but
interviewer thot it wasn't true, neighbors said “as you were coming in he was waking out the
door.”

An old man (but in our sample) sat w/F., said ‘you asked me about my roof, it's thatch, the
best you guys can do for me is put up four poles and a mbeti roof and let me ded with the
world.” He said he knows *donors don't do everything for you, so you just give the roof, I'll do
therest.” He doesn't seem to be impressed by the gifts. He dso sad ‘what is sugar, | buy
sugar every day’, but the shopkeeper was there and said ‘you haven't bought sugar in two
years. And he said “maize, we buy maize dl the time’, but shopkeeper said *you don't buy the
nice white flour’ but the coarse stuff.

C. O.: wife was ingging we interview him because she wanted the gifts. “The guy is gone,
literdly carried from the mother’s house, put outside in the sun, covered with a blanket. He
gammers, says afew things. Hecan't tak.” SoF. “I thought it wise just to give them” soap
and sugar. Once he gave the gifts the wife stopped pressuring. He' s the brother of the guy who
says there’'sno AIDS, has had sex with 20 women.

T interviewed lady who was “very thin, hair gone, looked like she's going in the next few days’ The
interviewer said he couldn’t ask the “thin and dies’ question.
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G.: A man who had said hiswife died in 1992, now said she just left me.

AIDS. F.. rate of separation in village is so high.  All the time go withalabd, they sad “that one l€eft”.
P. said not so many deaths in Kamreri C as Kamreri B, and not so many separations. And T. saysa
lot of NWPs are widowed. P.: H. one of the NWPs in one interview. T: one P. aNWP to lots, but
ghe only ligs 2 [indication that not reciproca in lising NWPS|. Fr: some people who give network
partners get fed up by the time the interviewer gets to the fourth, says ‘no no, I’'m not talking about
more’ because takes a lot of time; interviewer has to erase the fourth name.  P.: quite frankly, it does
take s0 long. The lady (respondent) had gone to the shamba, was cdled back, hadn’'t made breakfast
for the kids, they were screaming dl over, “I want this, | want this, 3 of them in a chorus” So P. told
M. (interviewer) to wait, but wife said “no go on, let them cry”, “ | fet she was just rushing through.”

Left dl the questionnaires w/the interviewers, that' s it, no more to do!

Sunday Jan 30:

| wake up early, having gone to bed at 11 —we didn’'t check questionnaires last night because the team
went dancing. The sun is just coming up, rosy sky over the mountains. The kitchen is up so | can get
tea, and C. says she will fix me a Sunday breskfast (cheese and tomato omelet and toast).

The firgt Site has been a great success, or a any rate that’s the way it looks before data analysis. The
questionnaires are remarkably clean. The interviewers make few mistakes-there are few red-pen
corrections by the supervisors who check them. And most of the checkers comments have to do with
goparent inconsstencies. we query these, and most turn out to be not interviewer errors but red
inconsgencies. We will finish on time, even though this is the dte with the most respondents. It's
probably the mogt difficult Ste in another way: it was aways the firgt Ste, so it is where we discovered
problems with the sampling list, or with the questionnaire, where the supervisors redly learn the
questionnaire, and where members of the team who were unfamiliar with the project (i.e. Penn students)
learned what was going on. But for the same reasons it's the most interesting Ste-it' swhere | redly get
a sense of the difference between the way | expected respondents to answer the questions and the
different logic that they sometimes seem to use. Things that are provocatively inconsstent here will
seem routine by the time we get to Weakula S. Here the most inconsgstencies came in the AIDS
questions, especidly the new ones borrowed from the KDHS about what the respondent thinks is
higher risk of AIDS, what's hisher persona leve of risk, what does she think is the best protection for
her. People will sometimes answer, for example, thet their level of risk is smdll, that they think the main
source of risk is the husband, and the best protection is to avoid injections. It is amazing to me that
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despite the indications of underlying contradiction between our logic and those of the respondents, and
the variability in their responses to the same questions over the years or between husbands and wives
(on questions where there should not be variability, such as age, or whether the household has a sofa
st) these are often smoothed out in the andysis. Or a any rate | think the “noisg’ is smoothed out
when it's random. But it is sometimes not random, | think—I worry a bit about the interpretation Hans-
P. has given to the differences between Oyugis and the other Stes. It is quite true that Oyugis has
characterigtics that the others don't have, e.g. the big market. On the other hand, it's our training
ground for the rest of the Sites.

| woke up wondering whether it is right for us to be asking people who are so surrounded by AIDS
about what they are worried about, do they have living sblings, etc. It's one thing to want to know
these answers a Penn, another here, where some of the respondents are recent widows, some are
sckly looking, there are funerds every day. AIDSBMETHODS

Team drifts into breskfast. They got to the disco in Kisi around 11, home around 3. L. says no
noticeable wazungu music at the disco, E. says v. few women. Also says some men dancing together
very eraticaly—questions the common statement that there' s no homaosexuality here, may not take action
but the same-sex eroticiam is there. When unknown men got to close to our women, T. would put her
hands on her hips, make aface, and say “no!”. P. tended to protect our women by dancing, turning her
back to the man and pushing him backward with her back. On way there everyone dozed, on way
back laughed and talked telling this story and that story about K1, K2.

After breskfast, most of team goes to Kisumu: C. and D. stay here, N. stays here because her
interviewer, L., invited her over (and she spent time in Kisumu with K.), P. goes to vist her aged
grandmother, and | stay here and relax and work. Most of the staff goes to the funera of the father of
N., Amani’s manager. They come back, drop E. and L., and then go to meet their interviewers and
collect the questionnaires they did on their own. So lots of checking at night—we don't finish until after
midnight.

G. isgoing to Gwass and Kawadghone today to put up posters, but they didn’'t make the posters last
night so E. hasto be woken up. G. tellsmethis at breskfast, says“but | was clever, | told R. to doit.”

BMETHODS: The most problematic issues for K3 sample are people who were not interviewed in K1
or K2, and for whom we are not sure if they are the wife the miji=kumi’s had in mind when they made
up the list (or perhaps they are Wife 1 and Wife 2 on the ligt, athough we had gotten names for most of
these in ether K1 or K2). Things didn't stand still-some of those initia wives |eft, some died, there
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were new marriages. And the names are often very smilar. We interviewed a Jt A.: is she the same J.
A. that was on the miji-kumi’slist? Weinterviewed S. A. as F327, but onthem-k lig that is S. O.: are
they the same? (In this case, yes). If they have been inter viewed it's usudly possible to tell from ther
data, but if they haven't been—e.g. if they were away, or especidly if separated-- it’'snot easy. We use
compound head, but sometimes that name isn't obvioudy the same (e.g. isO. A. thesame as J. O.7) .
On the other hand, brothers don’t have the same name. On B21, where we ask for krothers and
ggters, none of the brothers have the same last name. And athough we made strenuous effortsin K2 to
make sure the right husband and wife were matched, we clearly made at least afew mistakes-E. O., R.
C., has (or had—he died) 3 wives but two numbers; two share F358, and one of those plus the third
share F359. Two of those wives |eft after he died. E. typifies the source of the problems. he works out
s0 he was never interviewed, he's polygamous (and probably had one or the other wife with hm,
maybe different ones at different times), and separation was involved (one wife we tried to interview had
left hm—and it's likely that those giving the information are either not interested in her any more (she is
no longer a member of the community) or may be even hodtile. And E. himself was no help as to who
was who.

In K2, when some respondents didn’t want to talk to us, | think they said “no, I’'m not so and s0”. In
K3, when we are giving gifts, we sometimes have the reverse problem: they think they have to be on our
list to be3 interviewed, so people who aren’t in the same ing st that they have been interviewed before.

INT-SELECTION: G. comes back. Says he met a number of our interviewers in Kawadghone: every
day they come there to check if we are there yet, because the dates got confused.

Monday Jan. 31: Team off. Very little to do today, and they expect to be finished by tonight.
Interviewers will come this evening to be paid, and I'll debrief some of the best ones.

BMETHODS: L. has ligt of dl those on our ligt not interviewed in K1 and K2, checking that asked
questions B1-B7.

Dinner: Some chat about how well we' re doing, and “only woke up E. once’. R. goes on about how
shetold G. he had to do it, he said “Me, the only thing I'm going to do is take those things to Gwass”.
S0 R. tiptoed, cdled E. in alow voice, sad if R. hadn’t answered she would have gone away. G.
reports on histrip to Gwass. The roads are even worse than when he and F. went before. Said he got
to the SDA dlinic, they were having a meeting, “village politics had started, the sdlection of the cooks.”
They have tables and chairs, but only three beds, and they have put them dl in my room. | sad I'd
share—not the rooms, but
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Mesting;

Bad news and good news. The bad news are the number of deaths—we ve counted 23 among men, 15
among women in the sample, which is alot. Makes me worry about asking questions about AIDS.
They say not a problem asking questions, except when the person is obvioudy sick. But P. says the
verba autopsy is difficult, why did they die. “They look at you like you have no business asking such.”
R.: had many don’t knows, didn’t remember ages. T.: The look on their face is“you redly don't care,
why are you asking”. P.. “You ae just somebody coming out of the blue, they know you aren’t
related.” E. suggests that the interviewer ask, P. says that’s good, “the interviewer can say ‘Oh, sorry”
and ask how it happened.” We'll try that.

The good news is that we are dmost done, and done very well. Everyoneisto check with E., who has
aligt of the people she hasn't yet logged, to make sure they got them today.

We tak about preparations for Gwass. Everything seems to be in order—they either have what we
need or they have plans to get it in Homa Bay on the way. | ask what about gifts, they say there's
enough in Gwass to buy there, it will be less weight—F. is worried about the weight of the vehicles over
the bad roads. R. suggests that for weight reasons we give hdf a bar, but F. and G. say a haf bar is
nothing. It turns out that they aready stopped giving maize, because of the weight, were giving soap
and sugar to both men and women.

Welll tak about training tomorrow. P. raises point that highest scorers aren’t the best.  And they
decided not to do persond interviews. F. suggests hiring a few extras so if they don't work can get rid
of them, so they will do that.

Tuesday, Feb 1.

Sow day. Very few left to do, just cleanup. Interviewers coming at 2 to be paid. At breskfast, F.
looked a bit quiet, said that you work so hard to get the interviewers redlly good, and then you have to
say goodbye and start al over. We don't know if E. sent money—cdled yesterday to have him wireit,
he was in a meeting, gve message to E., no word from E. cdled again today, but dl are again in
meeting. F. should have thought about money abit earlier.
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Lying chief comes again. Confirms that he goes to funerals and says this person died of AIDS you
should use condoms with your wife. | said | had talked to people in the community who said they never
heard of that, he said some people are not educated, they aren't aware.

If S0 many funerds, why so few dead sblings?

If new couple, note why—moved back, just married A35: If it's “other partner”, we mean the
respondent’ s other partner; if she'sworried about the hushand' s other partner, it's *“husband”.

Lig from R. and G.; ;make summaries.

Traning:

AsK them:--

New people:

Only 3 reasons.
New marriage of de jure male resdent (not married before or new wife/polygyny)
De jure residents who have consstently lived el sewhere

We missed them-s0 let’ s try to make sure that it’'s anew marriage or return.

Have interviewers ask if thisisano labd person.

If no labd, ask B1-B7. If no label and not on list, person says they have been interviewed before,
check. If woman clearly too old, don't interview.
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B21: estimate ages—in 20s, in 30s, €tc.

F17 and F18: if NWP helped her decide to keep using, it's yes, 1 for F17 and 2 (start use/use) for
F18.

F19 and A26-how many ssters etc, should definitely be larger than the number of NWPs. Reassure
respondent that not going to ask questions about them.

G7: #4if “goonown”, “don’'t ask”

A2: Point of thisquegtion isif you can tell by looking that someone is NOT infected, i.e. safe

A20/21 and A37/38": do not read.

If it's moderate/great risk because suspects husband, does’t trust him, i.e. husband’s other partners,
then it's “husband”.

Limited number of partners—“he just has one girlfriend”, or “he just has 3 girlfriends’, “he used to have
many but now he hasafew”. If Rissngle mae and has*just one girlfriend”, it's " stick to Spouse’.

Backup on zip disk

Wedneday, Jan 2: Travel to Gwass. We leave at noon rather than 9 (dthough | didn’t expect 9 to be
firm). Last minute trips to get things to Obisa, and probably other things F. didn’t want to tell me about.
Leaving Oyugis, | see a raity store with flowers-unusua enough to be noteworthy. Also a“Unisex”

sdoon, but the sgn only has things women would want—pedicure, waxing, etc. We go by way of Kisi—
the road is truly terrible, as we had been told. It took 50 minutes to cover 20 km. One AIDS poster
just outsde of Oyugis. “AlDS is not witchcraft: AIDSisred. Avoid sex before marriage, Be Faithful or
Use a Condom”. Then severd in and around Kisi: another witchcraft one, “Anybody can get AIDS’

(very faded, probably there a long time); “Protect Your Family: Use a Condom Every Time'. Poster
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has husband/wife and 2-3 kids. (The MOH man who was at Amani with Judith Brown said “Family”
meant children, not spouse) Around Kisi saw two trust condoms billboards. mae and femde
slhouettes, femde has a pony tall, suggests they aren't narried. And a store “Cosmetics and Farm
Inputs’.

We stop in Homa Bay to buy vegetables and fruits, have lunch a the Hippo Buck. The same waliter
who messed up orders in ‘97 (and maybe ‘95) is il there, and again counted the orders wrong and
wrote wrong. P., atrue urban woman, says to the lady in charge “How can you run a restaurant with
characters like thisin charge?” As we are ready to leave we discover the Landrover has aflat. After a
while the Nissan goes ahead. I’'m in the Nissan, we do have some trouble on the way, stop severd
times to tighten the lugs on thewheds. We arrive around 4:30, so it is il light.

Lots of people here who say they have “come to greet you”. But then they mention that they need ajob
badly, or that a son or daughter can't get work, etc. Lots of commotion getting settled. And the SDA
committee in charge of arrangements is in a sew: My room is in the pastor’s house (it's actudly the
same place | stayed last time) and he has gone with the key, no one knows when he will be back.
Eventudly, well after dark, he does come back, then the room has to be cleaned. They put up another
wall or two, so now it's three rooms instead of two-the pastor’s, a sort of reception space in the
middle, and mine.  In mine they have put up what looks like an enormous concrete chimney but is
actudly a concrete closat with ametd door. There is barely enough room for asingle bed (with sagging
frame). Theroom is cozy, tho not very comfortable. We al go to bed early—I’m adeep by 10-but then
| hear noises around midnight, go back to deep but have a nightmare. In the am. when | get up there
are two men deeping in the reception room, which turn out to be the pastor’s sons who have come for
the exam.

The people we see by the sde of the road and those who are at the clinic when we arrive seem to meto
be poorer than in Obisa. F. saysthisisn't o, though, that back in the villages of Obisa they look very
poor aswell. Though he said he didn’t see any children who looked malnourished, i.e with big bellies of
kwashiokor. The harvest there was in December, and is gill going on.  Definitdly more primitive
arrangements than at Amani. Two pit latrines, which smell; no milk for breskfast (though we did have
hot mandazis and pinegpple). On the other hand, it is a very beautiful place, with wonderful views.

Thursday, Jan 3:

About 100 arrive for interviews. Almost al are Form 4, and jobless. The old interviewers look pretty
happy, looking forward to ajob, but many of the new ones look very anxious. Many are here before 8,
most by 8-the word must have gotten around that we care about punctuaity (and the poster said “8
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shap’). We give them the exam at 8:30. A few arrive shortly thereafter and are given the exam; 3-4
arrive dter 9 and are not given the exam. | would like to hire them dl—there is such a sense of
desperation here. Yesterday J., an old interviewer, was here to greet me: she has qudified for ateacher
but there are no jobs, she kept showing me her hands, she is only doing manud labor on her own
shamba or for others. Her husband was there adso, married after ‘97. F. remembered that she was
unhappy taking about sex last time, made it plain to everyone that she was a virgin. She described her
husband as “arib from my body”. He was wearing a double- breasted navy blazer, white shirt, tie. He
adso is qudified as a teacher but can't get ajob. When F. cdls them to order he asks for hands of
anyone who is ateacher, there are about 3, he asked them to step out, but then it turns out they dso are
unemployed.

| make a little gpeech in which | use the word “transparency” a lot—even President M. would not be
hired if he didn't pass the test, no difference Catholics or SDAS, etc. . It is clear that we have to
emphasze this. The fault lines in this Ste are not clan but rdigion, Catholics vs SDAs-and we are
daying a the SDA dlinic, and SDA “committeg’ is very visble. Lagt night the Chief came (av. nice
man), sad that last time our survey had an “impact”. | said Oh good, what was it, he said people were
suspicious about what we were doing. He then said that we needed to be even with our jobs, | said it
was dl transparent. Later | asked why the clinic closed, he said that the management of the SDASs kept
al the money, didn't give back “even something smal” to the community. Many people cameto “greet”
me last night, and then mentioned that they had a son or daughter or brother who was taking the test;
even the chief had four young men (at firgt | thought they were something like a body guard) to whom he
wanted to givea“push”. Again | talked about transparency.

They st down and teke the exam (first they have to be spread out). Nonetheless, a middle-aged
woman, a CBD who had been here to great me yesterday, was seen getting assstance from someone
near her. We graded the exams. As usud, the scores of men are much higher. The supervisors made
their sdlection from men with scores above 15, and for women with scores about 11. Two of our
former interviewers (B.U., B.Y.,) didn't quite make it but we took them anyway; two others, females,
the supervisors didn't want again. 122 took the exam, we took 30 for training. | looked over the
exams of those who failed. Most seem to have b been out of school severd years (5, 7 etc.), with one
job listed (clerk in a store, clerk for the Census. Some who got very poor grades (2, 4, 7) did have
Form 4, or said they did.

| should have been more dert to keep the SDA committee out of the way while people were taking the
test. Fortunately, the SDA pastor’s two sons failed, as did two of our former interviewers, so that will

help our reputation for transparency. Later, when F. was beginning to indruct the interviewers,

Harrison (the SDA deaze) came p to the head of the group to say something— suppose to establish
himsdf asther patron. F. let him, but | got him out of there.
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Houses are sometimes destroyed if everyone dies of AIDS.

They read the questionnaire while we have tea, and then F. asks me to give an overdl picture of the
questionnaire. | say we are mogt interested in family planning and AIDS, what people here are doing. |
ask whether people are worried about AIDS, and as a chorus they say yes; | ask if there's anybody
that isn't, they said no. | ask them how they are worried they will get it, and most say sex outside of
marriage, dthough some add injections. Women, it seems,,,,,,,, @€ most worried about getting AIDS
from the husband. When | ask what can a woman who thinks her husband moves and is worried do
about it, there is a chorus from the women interviewers of “Nothing, she can’'t do anything.” Then one
of our former interviewers say the woman can ask her husband to be tested, but as he goes on with this
the others laugh.

S. and L. go to Sori to buy petrol for the generator. They didn’t buy it in Homa Bay when we came
through “because the jerry cans were on top of the vehicle’, so they had to drive back to Sori over
terrible road to buy it. Then it turned out when they returned that they bought regular, and the generator
only uses super, so in the afternoon they had to drive to Homa Bay, again over the dreadful road to Sori
and beyond, about two hours each way.

| take pictures of the cooks, who are delighted. Two ask me for T-shirts, which they refer to as my
“uniform”—perhaps what is o aitractive about them is that they are something like a uniform, here
associated with gtatus and a sdary (eg. nurses, chiefs). Other than that, spent most of the day going
over past field notes and then entering deeths and separations onto the miji kumi ligts.

F.. Reporting about training. T. is Chief Training Officer. They went through the questionnaire in
English firs. In Oyugis they read and trandated at the same time, and people were very confused. F.:
“Two women we have to keep a close watch on , this one who keep on getting fired every other
time’ (M., who was dismissed after two daystraining last time). P.: “there are dso two men.” G.: “They
deep too much”. F.: “One thing they redly did appreciaie was that our testing was very far. One
person who failed said you people are very clever, in this case there is no way anyone can complain.”
G.: “apodgraduate who didn’t do well wondered why, but then saw the exam.”

F. talked to old men: began by praying together, and then a long discusson. The issue was just about
money (every time we have come a price has been negotiated ahead of time and then the SDA
committee running the show asks for more). He hasn't told me the details and | haven't asked.
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The lights are greasi—{oops of wire and bulbs from the generator, even to my room) but they attract tiny
insects. It'simpossible to type after dark— can see, but the screen isfull of these insects. Ditto reading
in bed, even with anet. We use candles a dinner instead of the lights, much better. Though the dinner
is dreadful, tough/gristly mest, ricefugdi, sukumawiki, as usud. But ddicious pinegpple—we bought 30
to bring with us.

Friday Jan 5:

Interviewers are al on time. Indeed, some are early, and are out on my porch practicing the
guestionnaire with each other.

L. and | spend most of the morning fixing up the variable dictionary. At bresk, F. says the interviewers
here are much dower to learn than those in Oyugis. He comments that they don’'t even know the words
“gender” and “inheritor” in English.

Around noon, startsto rain/pour. It rained early thisam., and the previous early am.

After lunch one of the nicer committee members comes around, starts chatting about what our project is
about, whether we will come back again in two years (F. had sad if they asked | should tell them yes,
s0 | did) how it will help the people who are poor, then goes into how expengve things are—clearly a
folow-up to his efforts with F. yesterday to raise their fee. | sympathized with the high cost of
everything but said it was his problem, that’ s why the committee was managing it all.

Gwass to do:

Check B1-B7

Enter mk lig in Access: if didn't have number in K1, “Not on sample list in K1 because said to
be living outsde the aredl’
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Do someinitid runs
0 networks compared to K1 and K2
Timeof interview

New hh goods 1994-96; 96-2000.

Get total of deaths and separations, K1, K2, K3 for Oyugis.

“Gl and 2Hook at those who separated after K2 by whether in K2 they said had to stick
w/spouse if have AIDS.

Proportion saying Chira

Block out tablesfor HTR

Keep track in next sites where problems arise with matching and what they are--

Saturday, Jan 5:

At breskfast somehow the talk goes to F.’ aspirations as a politician. He says what you have to do
here to get dected is go to funerds, “and I'm very good a going to funerds’. The important thing
appears to be to talk at the funerd, “they fight for the mike’. But if you give money for the coffin,
150,000-200,000-then you can tak. F. says he tdls them that the MP from here is a jadok, he' s not
from here, but F. is, he talks about his parents/grandparents/great grandparents and then sits down. We
aso get on to corruption. | said | thought some was due to the huge amount of money donors gave
here during the Cold War. They say it used to be that if someone did something for you, you gave
kitigondo, T. says “athank you, it's our tradition”. But she went on “Then the foreigners came, instead
of agoat as athank you, we gave four goats to get consultancies.”

F. has made a dedl with a woman in a nearby compound to use her pit latrines, which are much nicer.
F. was motivated because the ones here are v. small, and he is too big to squat without his feet going
out the door (or facing the back, which is unattractive). The new latrines are much less smdly, bigger,
arier.
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After breskfast E. and | make a table comparing K1-K3. At break | show it to the supervisors, who
are very interested. Before showing them the ec questions, | say everyone says things are worse, P.
says definitely “they are’. But our data don’'t show that; G. speculates that it's harder to buy these
things like sofa sets, bicycles, more painful, but they do buy them. T. suggests that might be better in
Obisa: she saysthere’'s more use of fertilizer now, and 3 new breeds of maize.

That reminds me to ask whether houses demolished when hushand/wife died, as F. said aou E. O.’s.
But that seems to be an exception, usudly doesn't hgppen. Then we talk a bit about inheritance. |

comment that when people talk about inheritance they paint it as “the brothers taking care of the wife
and children”, but a lot seems to be “grabbing the land and the radio”. They agree that thisis more of i,
and not just the husband’ s family but the wifé stoo. G. says and “the groups from the wife's place are
very dangerous’. T. saysthat it used to be a very good way of taking care of widows and children, and
| agree, and they al say that some brothers do take care of the brother’s widow and children. | ask
whether separated women who die are returned for burid. They say yes, but then | point out that in our
verba autopsies some don’'t know when the woman died because she died a home. They then revise
from the idedl picture and say they should be, but these days not al are. G. thinks some of it is money:
if the woman dies at her parent’s home rather than a the hospita, unless they have money to keep the
body in a mortuary until arrangements can be made to get the body back to her husband's place, she
has to be buried there. And G. aso says husbands are refusing to take the woman's body back, they
say “she wouldn't come back from those sides when she was dive, she's not coming back now.” The
others go back to training, but P. and | continue talking about the poverty here, and the desperation for
education even tho there are so many who can't get jobs. | tell her that in Malawi some v. poor people
say “can’t have more because | am too poor”, others say “must have more because | am too poor, how
will 1 survive without children”. P.’s response is “can’'t they see that without money their children can't
do anything to support them,”, | try to get her to see it from their perspective. It's hard—dthough she
gets the “4 children give 1 KS each=4 KS, whereas 12 children=12Ks’. But then says “but not al

give’, | point out that if hdf give it's 2ks and 6ks, dill better off with more.  She says even for
housemaids now you want someone with form 4, suppose someone cals in English on the telephone,
suppose you cdl from America, if the housemaid can't spesk English....the call is expensve. And they
have a watchman who has Form 4, another has Form 6. | say | dso think Kenyans realy vaue
education for other reasons, that educated people are called learned, avare. She says “Even me, | am
proud to be a Univergity graduate even if | am unemployed, it is a specid category.” Then talks about
her mother, who has only standard 3 but can read letters, if she couldn’'t she'd have to take the letter to
the nearest person who can read and she would have no secrets, the neighbor could “see | sent my

mother 20 bob”. She said “ education makes people different, they look different, they dress different.”

Nice bathe—in bam boo-like structure looking out over the hills and the lake, bright sun. One Sde is
open—and some small boys walked by in the near distance, but didn’t seem very interested.
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Mesting: F. saysthe news is bad: they have released 4 interviewers, 3 of whom are women. The mde
stammers badly and, by his own account, thinks dowly. All had been warned the previous day, told to
go over the questionnaire a night. The women said they couldn’t do it, that when they got home they
had to take care of the children, fix the dinner, etc. They al begged-the women asked if there wasn't
something ese they could do like clean up here, or get water. | talked a bit about the many refusaswe
had here in K1; G. sad they had alot in K2 in his village, Orore (a very large village). F. says the
interviewers aren't as good as Oyugis. “In Oyugis after 3 days of training we had much more confidence
intheinterviewersthan here’. They will take Sunday off, resume training on Monday.

Sunday, Feb 6: Pastor up early, 5:30, and | hear coughing etc, then prayer, then radio. Eat chocolate
and read an old New Yorker. We had told the cooks breakfast could be late, and it is. Team Starts
coming around 88:30. Hot mandazis and chocolate/tea/coffee, though the milk has't arived yet.
There' s awoman and boys loading the jerry cans on donkeys to go to the lake for water—about haf/hr
walk. L. wonders why people don't ride the donkeys, as they do in Sardinia. F. wandersin and we ask
him, he laughs. Then he goes and asks the cooks. They say the young boys sometimes ride them, but
“why would a grown man like you ride adonkey?’.

Schoolteacher Barrack comes by, asks me to take him to America to ®e it. The pastor and the
committee guy who's managing had asked that yesterday.

Priest a Kiranda Misson: L. went to church this am. She was curious, and | encouraged her as |

wanted it to be visbly displayed that we are not SDAs but have Catholicsin our group. Afterwards the
priest invited her to lunch wifour Itdian vistors-good chicken, tomato sdlad, and atoilet that flushes.

The priest has been in Africafor 30 years, and here for 13.  AIDS—he says the people don't care, they
don't mind dying, it's not like other areas of Kenya (he's worked al over, tho since he's been here 13
years it can't have been during the AIDS epidemic). Income generating groups. said when the donor
money was there people were very happy, but now they don't exist any more. Radios. he says passed
around family members, so a man might have it one month but it goes to his brother the next. He
doesn't like Luos. Priest said teachers strike led to a promise to increase their salaries in two stages. the
govt gave one, raising from 3000 to 5000, but hasn't given the second o the battle is till on. 1000
orphans in this area, they are taken in by grandparents or other relatives, but they are lowest on the
totem pole. He thought 90% of the men faithful, 100% of the men are not, according to the confession.
The young men, under 25, dl want two wives. The older men with third wives, they know she deegps
around with everyone, but she'll have children “and they're dl black, so it doesn’'t matter.” L. aso
talked with anurse a the dlinic at the Kenya-Italian Scout Camp, who described the Luos as fatdigtic
about AIDS.
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AIDS'STRATEGIES: Chat with interviewer W., who is buddies with B. O. and C., other interviewers,
and worked for us before. Since we left he's been in a 3-yr training program in corporate management,
with school fees paid by his parents who brew and sdl changaa. He said it was a pretty good living, tho
sometimes, like now, when there’ s some hunger here (the last corn was harvested in August) it’s not so
good. | asked him what have been the big changes here snce we were here lagt, he said so many,
many changes, when | pressed him what he said “so many deaths.” | asked if people are worried about
AIDS, he sad oh yes, they see people dying. | asked him what his friends were doing to protect
themsdves. He made the sort of hand motion that people here make when they indicate going around
something, “they are trying to figure out away to protect themsalves. Y ou know young men here, they
move. But they want to keep from dying” | tried to ask him about his last conversation, but he said it
was in 1997, then | said you haven't talked more than that, he said yes he has, | said when, he said
1997. So |l focused on C., does he have a girlfriend? Y es. Does he deep with her? He looked a bit shy
but said he thinks so. And turns out that C. uses condoms—he says C. trusts the girlfriend, but aso says
“you can't trust any woman”. W. has 3 brothersin Nairobi, two of them have their wives with them but
with one the wife lives here because they thought it would be bad for the children to have to switch
schools. Says the brother vigits or the wife visits 2x amonth. | ask whether the brother trusts the wife,
here dl done, he did, and is certain the brother doesn't have girlfriends. The brother told him instead of
girlfriends he takes beer, “beer is the second wife'.

A young man who had “come to greet me’ the Ist day came back again—good looking, nice sport shirt,
big smile. Asked me if | remembered my promise to him, was astonished that | didn’t, Snce it was a
promiseto bring him apair of shoes. | ingsted | never make such promises.

| think T., more than the other supervisors, wants our study to bring tangible benefits to the people in the
community. She's the one who mogt often says that people are asking her “how will this benefit me’.
She understands that any benefits are distant and unlikely, and | think it may seem to her that the money
could be better used in other ways. She puts this in the voice of “some say”, but the sound of her voice
suggedts that she undergtands their position and sympathizes. When | try some of the explanaions—
maybe donors will be attracted to Nyanza—she responds “But they say ‘How will this help me? They
want to know about themselves.”

Relaxed hair—where done? C. says any hairdresser can do it, even small local ones. So it’s probably
not very expensve.

Monday Feb 7: Remembered that the other day | asked F. what he knew about the way the KDHS
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was done. He said they hired primarily (but not entirely) graduates. The supervisors are chosen among
those who had some previous experience, and they stay in the fidd and check the questionnaires.
People are not permitted to refuse to answer:: if they do, the supervisors can go to the chief.

| commented to R. that the interviewers in Kenya seem more motivated by the money and less by the
posshility of doing something new and interesting than was the case in Mdawi, but she said they dso
redly like the latter aswell.

At breskfast conversation turns to men and women, and becomes very lively. Started w/difficulties of
the women interviewers who can't just practice the questionnaires, but have to be thinking about
cooking, the children, etc. F. sayswhy ese get married if you' re not going to have these things done for
you? When E. asks why is it that women get married, F. says “For Love!”. E. asks whether M. will
get his own socks, she says of coursg, if he starts asking she would say “I’'m looking for my socks too.”
F. asks P. whether she puts out M.’ s suit and tie every morning, she says no, he does that al himsdf, he
takes his clothes to the washing machine too. F. says “Ah, but he went to school in England. Us, we
went to school here!” and everyone roars with laughter. G. says something | don't hear, and R. says
“There' s some here that shouldn’t comment....”. F. is back to having his clothes set out intheam. P.
says if he marries a career woman a maid can do it, F. says “but how can amaid know what | want to
wear? | sgy the only hope for him is to marry a village girl; F. says how can a politician do that,
suppose they have important guests from Americalike S, you can't have awife that’ savillage girl.

INT-SELECTION: Mogt intense anxiety in Gwass and Mfangano, because so few other opportunities
for Form 4s. Not great in Kawadghone or Oyugis, but exi<.

Mesting:

| want to make sure that we know what has happened to everyone who was on the initid miji-kumi’s
lig. The miji-kumi’s listed compounds, and within each compound dl the married men and their wives.
compared miji-kumi’s list made before the It survey in 1994/95 with the list E. has made for you.
Some of these had namestho E.’slist did not, and | put them on. At the end of the list | put people and
numbers who were not on E.’slist: most of these are women who had a number but the husband did not
because the miji kumi thought they were in Nairobi, Mombasa, etc. | suppose the women were aso
there, snce they weren't interviewed either in K1 or K2. But I'd like you to check. If they are there,
interview them (and the husband, if he has returned). I’d particularly like to find people who were awvay
for both K1 and K2, to seeif living outside the area makes people different.
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You need to make cover sheets for dl the missng people—and if you can, say why not interviewed in
K1 or K2 (eg. livesin Nairobi al the time, separated before K1, €tc).

Arewe picking up jodaks? N. says they will marry wife from the village. Moving to village would

Interviewers secondary school outside area?

Oldinterviewers,

How worried are people and what are they redly doing about it, not just what they think the right
answer to give usis.

Some people say the people of Gwass don’'t care about dying from AIDS; others say they do. What
do you think?

For NWP and sdif: leve of risk and why--
Ways they have used to avoid—and if used none, why not? All have to die?

Men on questions about sex with someone else and using condoms.
Can tdl womaryman NOT infected by looking
For suspicion of spouse: why?

Last time we were here alot of people said “can’'t know what she does’. Now more are saying
“suspect”, but also “probably not”—why?

Anything about conversation with spouse about AIDS

KINTER/AIDS'STRATEGIES: Tak with old interviewers (W., C,, J, J, R, B.Y., B.U., W.) to ask
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them to write notes about what people say when answering some of the crucia AIDS questions—esp.
estimates of persond risk and what doing about it. They can write in the margins, or if it seems O.K.
chat with them a bit afterward, not writing down then but later.

Everybody is worried, and they insst that they are doing something [these are young people, though,
most not married]. When | asked what, they say not moving. But when | probed, it's not moving as
much-not not moving at dl. | asked about what husbands do if they think wives are moving, wives if
they think husbands are moving. J. said they would “discuss’, he presented it as a calm reasonable
discusson, and they would agree. But when | asked whether if the husband agreed to stop moving
whether the wife would believe it, they dl said, again energeticaly, NO. They didn’t mention condoms,
but talked a lot about widow inheritance. J. introduced it by saying you know we have a cusom. But
they did say that sometimes the brothers are supporting the widow financidly, but tdl her to find a
husband (she has to married to have a home) somewhere dse, not with them. And Jennifa said a
widow sad at the funerd“my husband died of this and this and this, I'm not very sure of what he died
of”, dissuading others from inheritance. They dso said some women leave/separate, dtho this was in
response to a question from me so they may have been agreeing. They did say that young men are
checking out the possible partners more than they did before-and J. brought up, as had the young
dramatistsin Malawi, that your friend might be interested in the lady himsalf so might try to cheat you. J.
did talk about the “revenge’ moving around- -perhaps picking up on the theme of cheating and distrugt.
| asked about whether these men with many wives were worried about the younger ones moving, they
sad yes, they were (in a chorus, al agreed energeticaly). But when | asked what they did—not deep
with that wife?-they didn’t answer, | got the sense that would be impossible. J. said that people here
needed “ awareness’, they need people to come and teach them. | find that odd==they know what they
need to know, and J. knows this, so why the “awareness’, “outsde experts’ language? And when |
sad that they know what they need to know, they agreed, one said but knowing and doing aren’'t the
same thing, and they agreed with me that having an outsde expert tell them stuff wouldn’t mean much.
At the end | asked about circumcision. W. thought that the risk of uncircumcision was the risk of getting
circumcised in ungterile conditions, but the others understood. J. has read that your risk goes up if you
aren't circumcised, but said he wouldn’'t consider it “unless it was necessary.” | said you'd only know
that when you dready had AIDS, and they dl laughed, including F. who was listening in. N. asked
about Luo Council of Elders, J. said they don't come here, they go to other placesin Nyanza. J dso
sad that people might refuse to tak (in generd, like last time) unless we give them something, | said we
were, some were surprised—not al the supervisors had told their interviewers about the gifts. They
thought that would definitely open doors. (Later, F. says that J. is very interested in politics, dways
talking about it.)

The widow inheritance and the “revenge’ deeping around are interesting, because both are inevitably
part of any conversation I've had about AIDS. I'm not sure what is underneath them, what is being
sad through these discussons. With widow inheritance, it's certainly not something that’s pushed by
the program, athough | imagine that nurses might be disparaging of those traditions—N. talked to a nurse
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in Oyugis who sad it was widow inheritance and polygamy, that’s why the Luos have AIDS (the nurse
might not be a Luo, of course). It is the mgor recommendation of the Council of Luo Elders, | think
(inherit but don't have the ritual sex), but it's not dear how widely known that is. | suspect widow
inheritance is particularly sdient because when the husband is suspected of having died of AIDS, there's
not as much ambiguity about the HIV gatus of the woman as there would be otherwise. On the other
hand, there's a sense of identity, of “it's our custom”, “our tradition”. They have certainly given
up/dtered other customs, and maybe this one will go too, but perhaps specidly in a country where
ETHNICITY isso sdient, it's comforting to continue to define onesdf by the old cusoms. The revenge
deeping around is another issue. Perhaps it represents a deep distrust of the motives of others, an
extreme form of “cheeting”. It certainly seems to have resonance.

The team didn’t want to hire M., even tho she did better this time they don’t think she can cope with the
guestionnaire. So | said I'd use her for more informd interviews. She was very grateful. | said we'd
talk about it tomorrow am.— think she's probably too tired and tense to pay attention this evening.

INT-SELECTION: Locd interviewers: | think they probably aren't as smart as the university grads
(atho some probably have alot of native intelligence and just didn’t go further because of lack of school

fees) But the great advantages are that the socid distance is less, and the morae higher. | probably

don't see the socid distance issue as well as | do with the supervisors, and maybe it could be argued
that because it is smdl it will be emphasized more, it can't be taken for granted. But | think they
probably do fed more empathy/have more rapport wi/the people in the villages. Re morde, | think
that's less ambiguous. Especidly in Gwass and Mfangano, where there is o little for Form 4s to do,
they seem to be ddighted to be earning money and doing something. A downside, however==cf which
| became very aware in Gwass3 as wel as Mfangano2—is that there is no way to avoid being
interpreted in terms of local politics. 1n Gwassi3 (and presumably the other times, tho | wasn't as aware
of it) we are identified with the SDAS, and I’ ve heard there is grumbling from others, eg. Cathalics.

Thisis, asfar as| know, the only place to stay (we had considered the Itaian Kenyan Scout camp, but
the facilities were poorer, and in any case it is Catholic because of the association with the nearby
priest). On top of that, the supervisors take it for granted that the SDASs have hired their relatives to
supply the food, the water, the cooks, thus not spreading the jobs around. The style is patron-client,
not to mention that the bigwigs want as much income coming into their own families as possble. | think
the interviewer selection is probably percelved as reasonably far—atho it'saso likely that some people
just assumeit is biased and haven't heard that we didn’'t select the pastor’s sons.

AIDS: R. was by the lake, saw boys as wel as girls carrying water at lake, R. thinks parents are
teaching both of them hh tasks in case no woman survives.
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Medting:

Secret of their success at traning?

F.: “Threstsd One thing is to get their interest. Tak to them reassure them, tell them that they are
good, very important. And we don’'t make the training so formd, T. often has a joke up her deeve, P.
says ‘you people need to talk like me,” G. said don't keep your head in apot. R.: “I think when they are
being trained we can dways notice what their faces look like so we can definitdly know ther€'s a
problem somewhere, and we ask them to read something so we can find the problem and put emphasis
there” “Fr: | dso think the process of changing over so it's not monotonous.” G.: And the threat factor
comes in when you tell them you' ve been taken , fine, but if you don’t catch on you go away, so they
redly put alot of effort. P.: D.’straning.

R.: | think the fact that it's done in Luo, whatever they don't understand they can easlly express
themsdlves. They trandate from English for themselves.

In Oyugis the old interviewers were showing off a bit more, telling their experiences, than here.

P.’sinterviewers would say “you new people....”

G. says cdlbacks could be reduced if we knew what you wanted with the “did they influence you’. E.
explains that it just looks funny if the NW partner uses, gpproves, but then advises against the R using.
It could happen—-maybe the NWP had a bad experience, or maybe it was good for her but she says the
R doesn’'t have enough children yet. So just check wi/the interviewer, make sure they understand the
guestion.

FIELDWORK: No one wants Orore. G. says those fishermen are trouble. “Those guys, | redly just
don’'t know how they think. But last time problems aso in Sokoni because we fired the lady from there.
Fired person was a widow, went and raised hell.” F. says our policy not to employ widows. G. thinks
“for fisherman it's the Cathalic thing, we had to get Ugesato go and walk there.”

Cover sheets only because suspect won't be there, but if they are interview them. If they are not, find
out if live permanently away so can say K1k2k2.

Notes by Susan Watkins



Kenya Diffusion and I deation Change Project Field Notes (Journal), Jan-Mar, Kenya 3

Debriefing:
Schooling questions—expect sons/daughtersto finish

Help decide to use f/p or not—do at

February 8:

KINTER/AIDS: February 8, 2000, Gwassi:

M., older woman, 7 children, rgjected after interviewer training. She had tried in K2, turned away after
one day of training: she's the one who told me that the younger people can study but she has spent her
time “smoking in the kitchen”, i.e. over the wood fire.  Shetried again, | encouraged the supervisors to
give her a chance and help her in the training, but they said she just couldn’'t doit. So | told her | would
hire her for some days. Her son, J,, isan interviewer. He went to Lenana HS in Nairobi (anationa HS,
very good one). Passed with B, he might get ajob or join the University if possible.

| asked if she had sgsters-in-law, she said yes, 3-one of themis M., oneis dulig, athird. M.’s husband
died in 1995, AIDS suspected. | asked if he moved, she said yes, | asked how they knew that. “We
knew one of his girlfriends” She said M. “was worried, she spoke to him, and as you know men, he
would dways resst”. Did she spesk to him more than once? “Yes, more than once, often.” But he
denied that he had girlfriend. | asked whether he worked somewhere else, she said “Yes he did, he
worked in Karungu, he did not come home at night.”. | asked what M. said to her: “She came to me
and told me, ‘now you see, your in-law is just moving about with other women, and you know we are
now afraid of the risk, now what can | do?” What did you advise her?* | just told her to talk to him bit
by bit, dowly, often.” She (the Sgter in law) even went to Karungu and continued to talk to him, “but as
aman he did not dlow the woman to interfere” | asked if M. ever thought about using condoms with
the husband. “She didn’t think about condoms, tho later on she thought maybe it could be better that
she used it.” Did she think about leaving? No. Husband got thin, came first, Sck a home for a while,
then to Migori hospital and died. | asked whether he knew he had AIDS, she said “yes, M.’s husband
aso knew he died of AIDS because dl the symptoms. Even if he could not tell anybody, inwardly he
knew it was AIDS’. | asked whether M. and the husband had sex after he came home, she said no,
“He was too weak to have sex.” | asked whether the wife took care of him:  “She took care of him
vay wdl” —she said this with some pride/respect for her agter in law. | asked if she blamed him at al,
but Mdlon said

“ She did not upbraid him.” The mother dso took alot of care of him. “An in-law inherited her.” |
asked whether he was worried about getting infected, she said not at first, * He was worried later, after
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inheritance. M. was hedthy when he (her husband) died, so probably people thought he was killed by
something else, not by AIDS.” | asked whether M. knew she was infected. “She knew she was
infected but she wanted to be inherited.” | asked whether M. was getting sick: she made a gesture of so
30, said “ She'' s not redlly sick now but she is getting thin.” | asked whether M. has spoken to her about
thinking she will die, she says“ She dwaystdls me ‘Ah my lifeis not so long, | don't know how these
children will survive’” | asked whether M. talks with the other siters in law, she says no, she talks
with M. but not the other Sgtersin law, “she’smy best friend.”

| asked whether she knew other women like this, she said “so many”, so | asked her to tell me about
her next closest friend. This friend, C., was married to P. K., who “got thin, Sck, thinner, thinner, and
died. The parents were o poor they couldn’t take him anywhere, he got thin in the house and died”.
C. “was worried before because the other women he was moving with had died.” | asked how she
knew about these other women: “Other women told her ‘your husband is friendly with so and so's
wife', she was worried about AIDS’. | asked when she heard this about his moving and when he died:
he died in 1998, it was maybe 95 or before that knew he was moving. C. taked to the husband, told
him “‘1 know you are moving to so and so's home while you know he died of AIDS’, but he never
stopped. Later on the woman died of AIDS.” | asked whether P. was worried about getting AIDS
from the other woman, she said “P. wasn't worried because the woman showed so much love to him
that he never thought of that.” | asked if C. came to her for advice. She did, she wanted M. to talk to
P. “I taked to him, “*You see P., C. came to me and she told me you adways come back late at night,
she doesn't know where you stay’. He said ‘you know C. is my wife, and she can't dways know
where I'm going. Because I’'m the man | should not ask her for permisson.” So | told him ‘the deadly
disease is now, you should stop that one, she told me she was told by the other women that you go to
s0 and so'shome.” He told me that ‘the man didn’t die of AIDS he died of something dse’ He sad
‘the wife is even hedthier than C.”  The other woman eventudly died, | asked if she said something to
P. then. She did, she said “*Y ou see what had happened’, P. said ‘ That was just like a road accident,
maybe.” | asked if he knew he was dying of AIDS, she said he did, he said only “‘1 will die just like
other people’”. After his death, C. -who was a young womarn-- she left for a while and took the
children and went to stay with her brother in Nairobi. She knew she was infected. But she came back,
“our custom is that when you have a baby boy from a man you can't stay away.” She came back
because her son had to come back.

| asked whether women think of leaving their husband if he is moving. | think she interpreted this
guestion in terms of inheritance, Snce she answered “They think it is something else, heiskilled by other
men, as a reason for not leaving.” That's not possible, she sad: “In our custom when you have four or
five children you cannot go anywhere, there is nowhere for you to go and settle because the children
are a burden, you cannot go to your own home.” No one else will take her. | said what about going to
Oyugis or Narobi to get a work, earn something smdl, a little busness? “When you go to sHtle it
needs a lot of money to go and settle, when you can't get that much money you can't go and settle with
your children.”
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So many women are afraid of AIDS.

| asked what about the women who say on our questionnaire that their husband probably is not
unfaithful. Does she know any of thess? She sad no, she doesn't know any women who think
husband doesn’t move. | probed, and she told me the story of S.

She began by saying tha S. is in a monogamous marriage (which appears to be rdevant). Shetold M.
that she doesn't think her husband moves. M. answered her that “ adl men move’ but S. says ‘| don't
think so, he dways comes home early, where can he move?. But | dwaystel her ‘Even if he goesfor
sdary to Homa Bay he can just move there’ she says ‘no no, he is faithful, he just goes there and
comes back early.”” S.isM.’sage.

E. isdso M.s age. E.’s hushand is a church eder, E thinks he doesn't go anywhere with other
women. Mdlon thinks religion kegps him from moving, and S. isin the same church.

| asked if she knew a married woman who moves. She said yes, told me a story about a married
woman who went to a funerd somewhere and was taken to deep in a different house but “she did not
deep there she escaped with a man to another place. The following day we were told by another
woman that she did not deep there, she went off.” She had talked to this married woman before, “That
same same woman told me of that man earlier. She told me she wanted to go and collect some maize
from him, when | asked her the rdationship, she told me they were close” M. asked * in which way?
Then she told me. | told her that ‘a young man, rot married, how come?” She said she “wanted to
squander his money because he's a hardworking boy.” | said maybe she liked sex with the boy better
than the husband? “She liked sex with that boy better than the husband’—but Mdlon said “—she didn’t
say thet but | noticed from her.”

February 8, 2000, meeting with Gwass CBDs from Luanda:

P. O, EK., RA., MA. CA.O. and JG. (the chairman of the group). Anocther CBD, K.C., came
late. All arefrom Luanda. R. had been here when we arrived, and took the interviewer test but didn’t
pass; | think K. took it also.
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| began with their work as CBDs. | asked how they were sdlected, they said “by the chief. There was
a report from Mbita HQ that they wanted some people to support the government, to support this
digtributing FP, so the government sent some people to come and train us” | asked why you and not
others, they said they wanted people who speak English, Kiswahili, Basuba.” | asked why they did it if
they were not paid, they said no they weren't paid, “we are volunteers’, but they said there are some
advantages, they get fird in line for kid's polio, the AIDS program. | asked what the latter meant, they
sad there is a program coming for AIDS, and they are going to be supervisors, “taking the others to
homes and advisng them what to do because we are dready trained.” They laughed when | asked
whether they were related to the chief, they said no, it'sthe languages.  They were trained firgt in family
planning, then for primary health and about AIDS.

was the training for primary hedth are, family planning first, and about AIDS.

N. comes and asks them about rariew-they al laugh and look down. Hereit'sruoth. In much of this
discussion, they tak about the question with each other firg, | think explaining the question to those who
didn’'t understand and agreeing on an answer. It is often P. and C., the chairman and the “Vice’” who
answer. “Thisoneisfor women.” N: Do you seeit often? “Yes, s0 often”. N: Do they come to you
with it? “They come to usto complain about ruoth, thistime they are complaining so much,” they come
to the CBDs, they refer them. N: Do you have anything to give them? “That one we don't have, they
told us they would provide medicines but they haven't” N: What kinds of things could you give for
Ruoth? What kind of medicines do they need? Do those GTZ people know about Ruoth? They laugh.
M. says. “You know, they are African, they know.” N: So you tell them to go to the hospitd, where
do you refer them? “We refer them to the nearest clinic. Or dispensary.” N: And do the nurses there
help them? They look serious. M. says they help. “When they go to the loca herbdist they give them
the locd herbs and they drink, and in most cases when we refer them they go to the clinics” N: probe
“But sometimes we refer them to a nyamrewra”. N: asks how do you know which to refer them to?
P.. “We were trained in these contraceptives, so we prefer to send them to the clinics.  With the
nyamrerwas, there are some who decide to go on their own, so some who go there get well. Some of
them when you refer they run to the nyamrewra.” N: What about a woman who has gone to both,
what she will tell you about her treetment? Will she tell you she went to both of those places? P.: “ There
are some who say they don’t get treated well in the hospitas so they prefer the loca treatment, and
there are some that get well from the dispensary. Some say ‘with me | went to the hospitd | didn’'t get
well so | went to the nyamrerwas'.” N. asks whether they ever heard that ruoth might be a STD, but
they never heard that. M. explains that ruoth was there before STDs were there. N: Causes? Why
are 0 many people are having it now? They laugh . P.: “Traditiondly they say if you go to the lake,
maybe there is someone who is having that ruoth, if you help her put the water on her head you will get
it. Aswe are thinking about it, some are saying that people who get it , it is akind of STD, so the
traditional people bdieve that it can be got that way. But according to the hospita they say it is an
STD.” N asks more about causes, why now? P.: “Sometimesthey tdl us that when this woman who is
pregnant and helping, you get uoth from the water. Sometimes people get ruoth from working too
hard, carrying heavy things when you are pregnant.” N: Arethey cured by nyamrerwas? Shewill give
them local herbs. N: Does it work? Some people bdieve it works, but some don't believe and they go

Notes by Susan Watkins



Kenya Diffusion and I deation Change Project Field Notes (Journal), Jan-Mar, Kenya 3

to the clinics. R.: “There are some people who say they have ruoth but they are not pregnant, | don’t
know why they say that”. P.: “There are sometimes cases of these smdl ladies who complain that they
have ruoth, so in cases like that we believe, maybe she got it from the lake the way we were trying to
say. The person with ruoth may put it in the water so when she takes the water (gesture of bathing) she
getsit.”

N: Do men have ruoth? No, they laugh. Only women have it, but not men. C.: “It happens when you
are pregnant, the heaviness of the child in the aodomen, plus placenta, the pulling of placenta, when you
have given birth it goes back, you can't fed the pain. With us Luo we have some herbs, we put it in
water, we drink”N.: but you can have it when you are not pregnant? C. says “yes, when you work
hard, bending causesit.” N. says maybe men can get it because they work hard?. But C. says*no, men
can't get pregnant, do they get pregnant? N: Do men have pan? “Yes, they have STDs, they fed the
samething, if they fed it they have STDs, but not the thing we are talking about.”

Long discussion in Luo. Can't be transmitted from men to women or women to men, comes from
placenta, “but men do not have placenta, do they have?’ N: But when you ask the old people they say
there was not much rariew in the past, but now so many women are having it, why isthis? C. trandates
ther discusson. C.: “Traditiondly you get it when someone has given birth and we step on the blood
with bare feet. Or helping someone with water.” NJ But weren't women doing that before and not
getting it? C. says maybe now they don't know that someone is having ruoth, or maybe you go to the
hospital and you don’t have dippers, you step on that blood. | think here they said that it used to be
when you were pregnant you drank medicine from a pot, so you wouldn’t get ruoth. N: do women ill
drink the medicine from the pot? “Yes, but it israre” N: Now why don’t they take these herbs when
they are pregnant? M.: “Now they prefer to look modern, to go to theclinic”. P.: “They think the herbs
are devil things, they think so, they say they are praying ingead.” J.: “It depends on the family you are
from.” C.: “But you have to look for the herb and some do not haveit.” N: What if the clinic can't help
them?

Does it happen? “She has to go back for the traditional medicine, shée'll try that, they must go back to
the herbdigt.” C.: “But the hospital pushes back the rariew because it comesfirg, if the hospital can't
do that they might operate. N: The hospital knows ruoth? | said the nurses say they don’t know what
ruoth is They dl say “They know, because they see that thing coming out. They know it. They only
seeit, tho, when they cometo ddiver.”

Where is the dinic? “This one [i.e. the SDA dlinic]. Also Tonga, Magunga. They say the dinics, they
al know how to manage ruoth. N: But when they fail to do it they refer to Homa Bay? “They do that
when the blood is not there, the water is not there, the operation goes to HB or Migori, because of
light.”[electricity?]
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| asked why the SDA clinic closed. Someone first said “there were no medicines’, then the others
jumped in and said “The management was poor”, “the owner falled. The SDAS? “They could not
manage it well.” “But they are trying to come back.” The CBDs have their mestings here. They meet
with the doctor/s who come from Magunga, once a month [and they indsted that the doctors redly do
come]. They, the CBDs, have plenty of contraceptives, but nothing else, not even panadol. They
doctors do, but they don't give them to the CBDs. “But they will because we have training in Public
Hedlth Care. “We have gained alot about how to use the medicines’. One of them has brought a flip
chart in Kiswahili, and English, say in Luo don't have.

N: Do mogt of them take the condoms? “Yes, they do.” Women too? “Men only, not women”.

“Men.” Married men too? “Married men and unmarried men.” No women?  Findly they say that
“some women come for condoms for a friend she is going to mest, she is going to sdl theidea [l think
of FP] to afriend, so you don't refuse her, you give her. Y ou know she is going to use it with afriend so
you don't ask them.” | tried to focus on HIV/AIDS, not FP, do women come for condoms for that?
“Some women don't have a husband so they just move. Sometimes the husband doesn’t want to come
to you. Some married women do come, but we cannot tell, we cannot tell, they come secretly, they
trust us, you take the name down but you don't tell the hushand.” | ask for a story about this. They tell
one “the husband died, the woman says ‘the person | am having is moving with some women, | don't
want STDs or AIDS so hdp me” [but they won't talk about married women).

| ask about unmarried women, they refer to school girls becoming pregnant, wanting to use FP so they
don't get pregnant. C.: “At first we were not giving them, but from this year we are dlowed’. P.:
“There was areformation.” N: do they marry the man? “They don't, the men just leave them like that,
they go for another ong’. N: Some get pregnant from their clans, can you marry your clan? “You
can't’. With some difficulty | get them to focus on women who are not schoolgirls: they come for pills.
But conversation segues into STDSAIDS [as if when oneis talking about schoolgirlsit’s not pregnancy
but STD/AIDS that is the problem].

| ask what they are taught to do with respect to AIDS prevention. They say they counsd HIV/AIDS
through barazas, clinics, beaches, funerals. S What do you say? P.: “You talk about how you can
control yoursdf because the thing is serious, automaticaly you die” So they advise. He firgt says they
tell them to use condoms, but then when | question that, the women say “ah ah, no.”

S. When go to baraza for HIV, what do you say? M.: “We tell them ‘we have come to help you
because of the deadly disease. Now there is a method introduced al over to use, thisisa condom, it is
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used dl over the world, the government has now got agents who can supply or advise you about
condoms. When someone is in need, go to such and such a person, it is not only for prevention, but
aso STDS and pregnancy.’”

Do married men come for condoms? “Those who go to school have knowledge about using condoms
for STDS” They have a hard time underganding my question about whether married men ever get
condoms for wives againg STD/AIDS, when they findly get it they say no. | ask severd time whether
men get condoms for FP, and they indst that they don't [thus, al the condom use in the KDHS and in
our survey would be with extramaritd partners]. They tak about women finding men’s condoms when
they wash his clothes. J.: “When they take condoms they take it very carefully, they keep it where the
woman cannot seeit”  M.: “Forgetting it israre, but one time one day you must forget it”.

To E.: Did a married woman ever come to you? Yes. E. tdls her “to be patient, you can tell them to
come for counsding.” They say you can’t counsel them together, you counsd the woman and the other
day you get the man. But it turns out they have never donethis.

J: “The woman comes to you for advice, but the man is not ready to come because he has gone to
another family to inherit. So you only advise the woman to talk to the husband to be checked for HIV
teding. But if they differ, you just leave, because the man cannot come because he knows he has gone
to the wrong part. But the woman will come. So my advice to the woman is to sop sex w/the
husband.” How can she do that? “ She knows that the man has gone to the woman of someone who
died of AIDS, so she comesfor advice” M: you know, when someone inherits, they ill have to have
sex with the red wife” Separation? They say the “red wife runs away before they interact. Once they
interact she has dready collected the disease” But it sounds like the question was't clear, because
they go on to say they don't tell them to run away, “you tdl them to go and sit down with the husband
and they agree” But when asked whether they agree, “they don't.” “If it is impassble the woman will
run away.” M.: You don't tel her to run away but to stay, other wise they will soreed it. So | tell her to
day because they are going to die anyway.” They point out in severd different ways that when a
husband is getting a new wife-inherited or not, | think—The husband garts as friends, the red wife
doesn't know about it for severad months.”

If you walt too long for inheritance the widow will go out and get infected even if her husband didn’t die
of AIDS.
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When | go back to J.’s counsdling them to stop sex with the husband, the other CBDs dl say he can't
say that, and indeed J. then said he has never said that, “it was just my opinion.”

M.: “When they [the wives] go away they will be prodtitutes’.. K. says “they will get it again,” but M.
interrupts to say “not again, you can't get it again.”

More on inheritance: “If the wife says no you can't inherit, the husband will go secretly.” It appears that
“officid inheritance’ is very rare, and the wife doesn’t know about the inheritance until it isofficid.” C.
“Then they know that the disease is out, they will get it.”

They are emphatic that women can’t say no sex to the husband.

At dinner, P. says “my respondents are complaining that the questionnaire is a look.” | ask about
refusas, she said at first there were, but then they started walking in “ with soap in one hand and sugar
in the other” (she illustrated, danging each hand as if one held soap and the other sugar), “we put them
drategicdly on the table and then we gtart to ask them questions.” And F. said lots of people weren't
home because today was market day.

Mesting

T. , the CTO (Chief Training Officer) and R. did Waganda, one of the most difficult, it's very steep.
They are ploughing now, so con’t come back from the shamba until 9:30, most homes had just smdl
children hanging around. The fields are pretty far from the house. And today was a market day. T.
saysfor sureif it rains they can't move in Waganda: thick, black clay. G.: “We were solving problems.”
Two of the interviewers we fired were in his village, Sokoni. R.: They were the mos horrible
interviewers”  G.: “The interviewers told the others that we are devil-worshippers, they were fired
because they didn't want to be devil worshippers. The women were different, the wives said ‘wait till
my husband comes,’ then the hushands came and said they want no part of this” G. told them the
interviewers were paid, “they didn’t tell you they were paid?’ They said “No” and then went looking for
them.” | asked if he had some interviewers who knew some of the Sokoni families. “They knew E. and
U., they said ‘you, U., we know you and can trust you, tell us why you are working with the devil
worshippers” He said he worked with usin 97 and we didn't take him away.” Thet-shirts, “these are
the uniform of the devil worshippers” F.: “Apparently these guys are not very smart.” P. said they fired
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one of the women from her village, she was very nice. They found out she wasn't form 4, only
Standard 8, “she cheated, and the villagers said we were very trangparent “because you managed to
fish out that gandard 8. R. thinks they were copying: there were 3 or 4 women Sitting together during
the gptitude test, al went. | said that we were watching, but R. said maybe they learned in school to
cast their eyesfar.  F. says maybe we should ask them to bring certificates. E. said she dready put
that on the poster for Kawadghone. F. did ask for them on the Ist day of training but she lied and said it
was far away. But P. said the fired one didn’t cause trouble. F. said she told him that “this thing is so
difficult she even knew she couldn't manage” The dammerer is from Sokoni. P. has another
sammerer. He's good in that he knows the people, they say “oh, how are you”, but when he is doing
an interview he takes forever (P. imitates him). “But he knows guys from down here” | say that's
useful. P.: “But he's not exactly my best interviewer.”

Some trouble with labds and cover sheats. The chief and hiswife were in twice with different numbers.
And | had a cover sheet for one of them.

Feb 9, Thursday:

| was a bit worried that perhaps I’ ve made a mistake about M.’s arrival date, and look for the Kenya3
manila folder, which was with a bunch of other folders. They are missing. | checked other people's
rooms as well, but I'm sure | took them from my suitcase and put them on the rack under the table in
the middle room of the pastor’'s cabin. It's hard to imagine that anyone stole them, but | think that's
what happened. Even though they were with several New yorkers, which weren't taken, and which |

would think are more attractive. The pastor asked what | was looking for and | told him, he asked
whether anyone was there when | wasn't, | said only the lady that cleaned. He said even though sheé'sa
church lady, “the devil can get in anybody, even me, the pastor, the devil can tempt me” He said |

should check with the cleaning lady. And then without telling me he went to do it himsdlf, but she said
she didn’t take anything (and | don’t think she did).

The interviewers arive Hill lively and smart in the T=shirts, only one was wearing an ordinary shirt.
Some of them are quite well dressed. In addition to E., with a braided pony tail and little gold bdlsin
her hair, B. Y. wears combat boots with the pants legs tucked in, so it looks rather like cargo pants-and
he wears tinted glasses. Severa other of the men interviewers have combat boots, and E. has snegkers
with platform soles,

When they leave, we check questionnaires, atho most had been done last night. Then | work on the
introduction to the paper with C. Ancther boring lunch (rice, ugdi, beef stew, beans, cabbage), plus

Notes by Susan Watkins



Kenya Diffusion and I deation Change Project Field Notes (Journal), Jan-Mar, Kenya 3

Fanta

S. comes for me and L. around 3. We stop lriefly where F. was, and then go on to T.’s site, God
Kwach (The hill of the Leopard, kwach is leopard). She had this ste in K1 and K2, and it's very

difficult—very spread out, a long time to get from one compound to the other. Now everybody knows
her, while she and | were taking she saw an old lady and went to chat with her. We stay there awhile
checking questionnaires with the interviewers who did them, asking wha people sad when they
answvered this and that question. We then piled in the vehicle and went to R.’s Site, Waganda, where
she and the interviewers were checking questionnaires, and tayed there awhile. She was waiting near
a posho mill, not far from an enormous compound where there are nine wives, each with her own

house, and lots of granaries. The compound belongsto B. Y. suncle, o | asked whether the uncle was
worried about the younger wives moving. B. said he was, | asked how he knew, he says he talks about
it al thetime. “But he just goeson.” Then piled into the vehicle to drive back. The sun was Sarting to
s, and the interviewers began to sng Luo songs—rather dow and mdodic, a bit like dow gospe music
(and one of them was a gospel song). B. Y. led, he has a strong deep voice. The others joined in-T.
with her high pure voice, dso J., who used to be the choir leader when she was in college, and the
others. | wasin the front and couldn’t see who in the mass in the back back was singing, but it sounded
like everyone. | promised them a party on the last night if they would sing, and L. asked if they could
find someone who plays a traditiond Luo ingrument. We dropped off interviewers al dong the way,
the last ones very near where we are saying. As we drove into the SDA center, the sun was setting

over the lake. Although there's a lot of walking, the interviewers seemed very happy and earnest. |

think the team is happy out in the fidd, dthough | don't know if they will want to do it again, should a
Kenya4 occur (and | don’t think 1 would want to do it without them).

G., whose village is “the infamous Sokoni”, saysit is better today. He did get two refusds, but they are
people who refused last time. One of them even invited the interviewer for lunch, but sill wouldn't
agree to be interviewed. He says the wives are better, it's the husbands. | said the wives sometimes
told F. “pss, wait until my husband isgone’. G. said yes, “today we cornered one as she was going to
et firewood.”

When we get back only P. is there, having showered and put on a clean turquoise Hooray Team tshirt
from Kenya 2. She cgoles S. and G. into going to get beer. P. says they are getting some refusas.
The ones who refuse say the people here (at the SDA center) are saying that we are devil worshipers,
and that we have these strange white people who have eyes like cats. P. answered that “if they think
we are devil worshipers, how come they have welcomed us here to stay in their place?’

Mesting:
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F. says they have a big problem in his village, Nyagot Odundo, because there' sawater criss==there’s
only one pump working, and 60- 100 women waiting, they don’'t want to be interviewed because they’ ||
lose their place in line. So we talked about ways around this, eg. standing in line for them, because it
saves alot of walking on the part of the interviewers. The water shortage dso affectss T. s village. G.
sad they did fine, but were held up by aland dispute. Someone moved a fence, saying that the land the
other guy was using relaly belonged to his grandmother. Lots of shouting, and women actively involved.
People stlanding on their gates and yelling a others. The miji-kumi was there, but no one listened to
him. | asked F. whether the chief (who was away) would be cdled on, F. said “ Definitdly it will get to
the chief”. G. ds0 sad that some of the miji-kumis were paid when we were here the firg time (and
they were helping demarcate the village boundaries), some refuse to do the village questionnaire
because not pad thistime. R., however, says a lot of the miji-kumis don’'t bother. | asked whether
they could answer the quetions—they said there “are some parts they don’'t know”. G. says there are 6
m-ks in Nyagot Adundo, but one is head, and he goes on the cover sheet. P. said it was dow in her
village this dm., especidl men, who don't return from ploughing the shambsa until mid-am. Some of her
respondents told P. they expected she would have died, because of her connection with the devil-
worshippers.  The said “When M. brought you here, we knew we were in for bad things’ (M. is
Catholic). P. sad she was dive, and pointed out if the devil worshippers were going to get anyone it
should be her and the other supervisors fird. P. said the rumors are coming not from the SDA
compound, but from the women who were cooks last year but not thisyear. The rumors aso refer to a
white male devil worshipper with “eyes like a cat’-must be A. G. said that the woman they “ cornered”
yesterday, today she came limping up to them, saying see what happened. She said she tripped on a
rolling stone, G. asked her whether she saw any devil worshippers. She said she'd do the interview for
another bar of sogp. R. hasn't had trouble, “they are cooperating. “

Feb 10:

Woke u last night from what | think were a passel of goats on the porch. It sounds at first like people
milling around out there, so | wake up to listen more closdy. Went outside and across the lake there
was a lightning show: sheet lightning behind cumulus douds, just above and dl across the horizon. It
was beautiful, but it dso feds like we are racing againg the rainy season. Although it's rained a hit
severd nights, people here il talk about “the rains coming soon”, so | gather they will be much worse.
Now the rain sinks in, and in the morning there are no sgns that it'srained. But when the red rains
come, the roads will be deep mud. T.'s gteisthe farthest away, and she began in it rather than a closer
one so that if the rains do come before we leave, at least that Site will be done.

Interviewers packing up. Some of them have smal notebooks-turns out that each supervisor selected
oneinterviewer to keep track of what interviews done/not done.
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To Kisumu.

Emall to C. B.: Hi C. and J—

Thisisan informd report from the fidd on Kenya 3 (and you can passitonto J. A.). We re now in our
most remote Site, a hilly area where the compounds are large and far apart. We're staying at a closed
clinic that belongs to the SDA church: the team degps in the examining rooms, | share a room with the
SDA pastor (it's divided into 3 roomlets, so there's a bit of privacy), and we work on tables in what
was once the waiting room, running the computers from a generator that the project bought for the two
gtes that don't have eectricity. Pt latrines, goats trying to egt the questionnaires, buckets for bathing,
tiny insects atacking the computer screens at night.  But it's high on a hill, looking out over Lake
Victoria, and quite beautiful. The rainy season is gpproaching, and at night the sky over the lakeislit up
by sheet lightning behind huge cumulus clouds. We hope to finish here before the rains gart, as the
terrible roads to the back villages will be black mud. Fortunately we have the same team of supervisors
we ve had from the beginning, and many of the same interviewers-they know where the villages and the
compounds are, so we may make it before the rains come.

Far more than when we were here three years ago, the presence of AIDS is inescagpable. A life table
based on deaths between Kenya 1 and Kenya 2 that a student, A. W., caculated, showed a doubling
of the death rate in the ages 20-40 over those two years, and | think it will be higher thistime. People
know from persona experience that “AIDS is heré’ and that there is no cure.  Funerds interrupt the
fidldwork, questionnaires come back empty with “Died 1998"; we are doing verba autopsies, usudly
by asking the neighbors, and most usud is “long illness, grew very thin, AIDS suspected.” It's hard to
maintain professona detachmert. At our evening meeting the other night, the supervisors said that one
of the women they were interviewing had a husband die of AIDS recently, she was thin and looked
sckly; the interviewer skipped the question “When someone gets very thin and dies, do you think it is
chira [the result of breaking a traditiona Luo taboo], AIDS, or it could be ether?’, and they asked
whether that was dl right. 1t's not possible to say “you have to ask the question”, so we will have some
missing vaues on that one. At another compound, two cowives of a man who died recently, dong with
a third cowife, refused to agree to be interviewed: one told the supervisor to leave them aone, “you,
you gill have your lives’. The disconnect between our questions—-how are you most worried about
getting AIDS? Do you suspect your husband is unfaithful ?—and what people are experiencing is deeply
troubling.

The drategies of the globa agencies (eg. the World Bank) have been to focus on “high risk”
populations. This suits the Kenyan government, because it means the interventions are targeted a men
and women who are detached from their proper domestic space-commercia sex workers, truck
drivers, amy. CSWs seem an gppropriate audience when the epidemic is just beginning, but when the
leve of HIV isabove 30%, asit isin the nearest sentindl Site to the areas where we are working, CSWs
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and truck drivers aren’t the problem any more, it's one's pouse. To the extent that the programs
address regular couples, it'sto say “take persond responghility.” Y et the essence of amarriage istha
your fate depends on someone else. We get questionnaire after questionnaire that say “my risk is low
because | stick to one spouse only”: very few aso list the necessary corollary, “my spouse has no other
partners” The Stuaion of married couples seems to me to be excruciating, and particularly those in
polygamous marriages-the husbands worry about the younger wives, and the older wives worry about
the younger wives as wdl. Even in monogamous couples, they can't be sure: there' s a deep belief that
men are driven by libido, and that women will look for a man if their husband isn't satisfying them
sexudly—which is often the case, Snce many men in these areas work outside the area, returning only
irregularly, or they may have severd wives. | can't imagine programs tha try to teach wives to
“negotiate for safe sex” would work—how can awife ingst that her husband not have sex with his other
wifelwives? And | mysdf don't think 1 would have been happy usng a condom for the whole of my
married life.

When we were here before, | had the sense that people weren't responding to the threet in a way that
would protect them, but now | think they are trying. We looked at the answers to two questionsfrom
our firgt Ste, one asking whether the respondent thought his’her spouse was unfaithful (*Yes, know
[he/she ig], “suspect”, “can’t know what he/she does’ [interviewer comments on the margins of the
questionnaires suggest that this is dso a “suspect” category] and “probably not”, and the other asking
whether the respondent feels at risk of getting AIDS (greet, moderate, smal, none & al). Thereisa
amal increase in those who fed that they are a “great” risk of getting infected, but a large increase in
those who fed that thar risk is “none’, with a decrease in the intermediate categories. Therésdso a
amal increase in those who say “Yes, know” the spouse is unfaithful, and a large increase in those who
say “probably not”, with a decrease in the categories “suspect” and “can’'t know what he/she. The
impression of behavior change is supported by more informa talks with the interviewers, with people
who hang around the SDA clinic, when the supervisors chat with people in the fied, and by the
interviewers comments on the questionnaires.  Men are taking condoms from the CBDs (I saw the
CBD notebooks); on our questionnaires there's lots of “talked with spouss” who sad the best
protection is “stick to one spouse only”, and when | ask women what they talked about with their
husband they are telling him over and over to stay home. There are Sories of widows who have refused
to be inherited, and of men who have refused to be inheritors. And of women leaving husbands who
they have found to be moving around with other women whose husband/cowife died of AIDS—my
impression is that more of our questionnaires are coming back with “the wife left.”, which | think is an
appropriate strategy (or would be if there were more options for women to make t on their own) .
Some do what they can in situ: The interviewer wrote in the margin of one questionnaire, “ She went
ahead and sad that she used to have many sex partners but since she redized the exisence of AIDS
she decided to limit the number reasonably.” It's not what the WHO (or NIH for that matter) would
wish, of course. Many are not completely faithful to their spouse (I'm sure the amount of extramarital

sexud activity reported to our interviewers is too low), and even if they are faithful now they may have
been infected earlier. And | doubt that those who “move around” are usng condoms consistently.

Nonethdess, my sense is that the villagers are exercising agency, and they fed tha by doing something
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they are lowering ther risk. And they probably are. In retrospect it may turn out to be somewhat like
the fertility trangtion-a long period when it seemed as if nothing was happening, but actudly atitudes
and, to a lesser extent, behavior—were changing under the surface.  The difference, of course, is that
waiting to adopt family planning is not aslikely to be fadl.

Enough. I've come to Kisumu (3 hours away from the SDA dlinic) to meet my niece, who is coming for
two weeks to be the project photographer (but at no expense to the goject), and buy fruits and
vegetables before we dl get scurvy. Theré s an internet provider in the hotel, next only in attractiveness
to being able to wash my hair, flush atoilet, and eat something besides tough chicken, rice, and the loca
verson of kale.

Feb 11: S and | meet M.’s plane, and we then go to the market to buy vegetables—avocados,
tangerines, eggplant, tomatoes, green peppers, large mangos from Mombasa, potatos, carrots. Then to
the hotel, and then S. goes to get the male questionnaire copied and M. and | go to the supermarket to
buy stuff that the supervisors had asked for (mostly juice). Then | have aswim in the pool and a second
lovely shower, then we pack up and go to pick up the questionnaires, mail letters (which | had
forgotten) and buy some somosss.

FIELDWORK: When we get to Gwass, ingead of going to the SDA center directly we go “to the
villages’ to pick up supervisors and interviewers, We stop where F. is. There are three guys standing
there, so | go to meet them, and start asking them about AIDS, what they think can be done. They say
one has to be saved. | then asked them about men they knew who had stopped moving around
because they were worried about AIDS. Two of them (one the chief’s younger brother) tell me that
they themsalves stopped when they were saved. | asked how manyu girlfriends before that, one says 5,
the other 4. Then | asked them when they were saved, and the answer is 1979 (well before there' s any
AIDS recognized here). Then there turns out to be along discussion in Luo with F., which is that they
want our project to buy them nice clothes so they can conduct a crusade to save people and thus end
AIDS. For abit | was fooled into thinking that these men were taking my questions at face value and
serioudy, but it turns out thet they too are answering in away that they think might get them something.

FIELDWORK: On the way back W., C. and B. Y. are in the vehicle. They say that people like the
questions at the end, that it relaxes them, they laugh. | ask W. about the “trousers “ question for
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women-he answers that they laugh when he says “do you want blugeans/trousers’. There was a
misprint in the questionnaire, the supervisors say they tell themin training it's blue jeans for men, trousers
for women, but seemsto methat W. isn't getting it. They talk about refuss—W.’ s uncle was one of the
refusds. | ask whether the gifts matter, they say sometimes, but also that some people think the sugar
has family planning medicine indde, and that the soap is coated with AIDS virus. W. said he explained
to these objectors that the sogp was brought in Sori by S. and by an interviewer, “a black man, not a
white person.”

Aswe go on to W.’s village, Radienya, W. points out al the metal roofs, a lot of which are new. | ask
whether he thinks they are better than thatch, and he has no doubt at dl: they dl say yes beause they last
much longer. | say aren't they hotter, and they say yes, but it doesn’t seem to bother them, it isn't a
disadvantage compared to the work of replacing thatch every year, or, they say, more often.
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Sat. Feb 12: At breskfast P. delievers me anote that a young woman brought yesterday.

THE CBD AGENT
LWANDA SD.A. CENTRE
TOWHOM IT MAY CONCERN

[, D. A. A., Councillor of G. South, do hereby make an gppointment to see you tomorrow the
12" Feb, 2000 at 8:00 am.

The purpose of the visit isto undersand the satigticd problem which the community is levelling
agang your research team.

| remain,
Yours,
A.

Clir. D. A.

| turn it over to F., who says he'll wait and talk to the guy. But it gets beyond 8, so F. leaves. F. says
the man will want something in return for talking to the people, something like school fees for something.
F. says “you shoudn’t make promises that you can't keep” (dtho F. had done just that to get out of a
hole in Mfangano in K2).

KINTER: He came around 9:30, a nice looking man, probably around 50, graying hair, clean beige
collarless polo shirt, from the village of Sokoni. He explains that people have been refusing, wanted to
know what | thought. | asked what he thought, he went through that they aren’t “aware’, they don't
understand. | said | thought they thought we were devilworshipers, and then he agreed. He said ke
himsdf did the questionnaire and his second wife did, but the first wife refused because we were devil
worshipers. | had the sense that he did discuss this with her, but was unable to budge her. He asked
me what we were doing, and | went through the explanation about research, collaboration between U of
P and Survey Team, FP and AIDS, and went into a lot of people dying of AIDS here. He said yes,
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80% of the people in Gwass have died. | said no, not so many, and got A.’s paper, which hasit for al
4 sublocations, but only a 6% degath rate for men and 2.3% for women. He went on about al the
orphans and what can be done for them. | saw arequest for assistance coming, so emphasized that we
were research, we could tell the government and the donors, but the assistance has to come from them,
sometimes assistance comes but it is skimmed off.

A lot more talk about AIDS. He asked whether | thought condoms worked, | said yes. He said but
they burgt. | asked if he had ever used a condom, he said yes (I wasn’'t completely convinced), | asked
whether any had ever burst for him, he said no, | said that people say they burgt, biut they don’t. Then
he found another reason for not using condoms, that then you can’'t have children, “if you use condoms
dl thetime you won't have any children in secondary school.” He aso pointed to compounds on the hill
in the distance, and said “the water for those houses has to come from the lake, a long way, people
won't have resources if they don’t have children to help them. The children have to get the water and
they have to watch the animas” And “If you don't have children you won't have food in your home
when you are 50 and can't manage. We have tried to tak to people about FP, though people in
Nairobi, Migori, other big towns, because there they have eectricity, water, schools next to their
fingertips, it iseasy for them, but hereitisvery far.” He said that “Now

his wives are understanding, there is the need for schoal fees, for food, but it's those difficult problems
that are facing them.” (They see the problems of many children, but with only a few how will they get
water, etc.) Herethereis®no machinery to work theland”. And “Thereis not enough land, problem of
school fees, cogt of treating. Now Rabour (I think a secondary school) costs about 5000KS, even
more, if you have five children, it can take 25,000ks and that means in the end that what you produce
from your garden it will not suffice. And the question about other resources--who will bring you weter,
your children will have to do that, who will watch your animas, the children will have to do tha.” |

asked about his own children. He has one child in secondary school, expects the others to go, “as a
Councillor mysdlf | can manage the resources. But others. And if there are orphans, these orphans will

not move ahead. We need a good school, or a home for the orphans. | can tell you that over 90
percent of the age from 5 downwards are orphans, some are orphans now, and the age of 8 over are
helping them. Because the 25 to 50 have passed away.

He insgs that he attended over 100 funerds last year. “If that continues over five years, 500 will be
gone.” He said every household had suffered a degth. | asked him to name the people who died.

V. O.—married, died, own cpd
A. O. died, own cpd

A. O, owncpd
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K. O., died

S. O,, died and wife died
O. A, died

A. A, died, wifedied
T.N. died,

This didn’'t match what | expected, so | went to the miji-kumi’s list for Sokoni, and he picked out the
people who had died. All but a couple were “AlDS suspected”, the ones who weren’'t were old: he
sad they didn’'t know if AIDS was the cause, “but if they are young AIDS is suspected.” We counted
that 8 out of the 24 hhsin Sokoni had had a desth-the other 16 had not. | don’'t know whether he was
exaggeraing the deaths because he has been to so many funeras, or whether he did so because he
wanted help from me for the orphans. He said dl men move but some do not, so we went through the
ligt again and | asked him who moved who didn’t. He wasn't very comfortable with this, said he didn’t
know. But he did say who didn't move, and it was usually because they were “very rdigious’. When
we got to a young couple he would say “they are young, | don't know what they do”, which | think
means “ probably”.

| asked about his best friend, whether he was worried. He said not about himsdf, but about his
children. He hasa son at the U of Nairobi but not married; he is worried about the son, and has talked
to him. | asked whether the friend had daughters, he does, but “he is not worried about daughter
because she's married.” He went on to explain that “by our traditions” when awoman is married she is
a home[safe]. | pointed out severa timesthat his friend ought to be worrying about the wife's husband
moving—he eventudly got it intelectudly, but he didn’t redlly get it, kept referring to her as married.

| showed him the datafor K2 for Gwass on “ads or chira’. He explained that “\Women being unfaithful
was the origin of chira If they can't follow the traditions required—ploughing, weaning the child,
weeding, chewing the green maize for the Ist harvest, obeying funerd laws like when the mother or
father have died, if the elder wife refuses to play sex with the husband then the younger wife bypasses.
Therefore women had to follow these things properly so that chira did not enter into the homes. These
are our traditiond bdiefs. Unlike the present behavior today, where people meet one another here and
there without knowing whether these women have fulfilled dl the requirements of the traditions, it is this
that has caused the problem in the society, [caused us] to get confused between chira and AIDS. Like
the women we find at the beaches, we don’'t know what they have done in their homes, and when they
come here they neglect the right way and the people who are dying dong the beaches, our people ill
believe it it s @ther chira, but to the smallest extent it is understood as AIDS, AIDS is only understood
by the dites” He caled the ones who haven’t gone to school “the primitives, they don’t understand.”
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He made an argument for inheritance which | think he degply fdt. He said that a woman has to be
married, otherwise she will roam. And these days, if she roams she will spread disease here and there,
al over, leading to many deeths. It was rather a public hedth argument. | pointed out that people
believe that inherited wives move around anyway, but he didn’'t answer this or seem to teke it sairoudy.

INT-SELECTION: Two of the questionnaires have things that look inconsstent and | tak to the
interviewers, B. U. and C.. It'simpressive that they had aready recognized the inconsigtencies. In one
case of U.'s respondent, a woman, she had said that she'd never discussed with the husband the
chances that either she or he would get AIDS, but then went on to say that she talked recently with the
husband about AIDS. At firgt | thought that what was meant was that the R and husband hadn’t talked
about their own circumstnaces, but perhaps about someone el se-that this person was running arisk, he
should “stick to one spouss’. Then it turns out the wife suspects her husband of infidelity, and thinks
she has a moderate risk of getting AIDS because “ spouse has other partners’. It seemed to me unlikely
that she wouldn't have had a discusson w/the husband about his behavior, so she shouldn't have
answered “no discusson”. B. had dready noticed this was odd, and probed on the “discuss with
husband” question. But the woman said “that’ s what | told you”, and went on to say the questionnaire
was too long. In the case of C.’s respondent, a polygamous man with a 2™ wife named J. A., in the FP
part the man said over and over that he and wives too old to have children (and., | thought, was thus
too old to “move’ any more). Then in the AIDS section he says he' sworried about getting AIDS from
his 2 wife. | asked C., who had aready dedlt with the issue—it turns out that even tho J. A. is old, the
R 4ill hasto have sex with her on ritual occasions (e.g. before planting). F. adds that afew years ago J.
moved out and lives at the beach, which is thought to be risky for women, and the husband told him he
isredly worried.

INCOMES: Interrupted by atractor—I’ve never seen one here. It's old and makes a lot of noise.

Turns out they are coming to pick up the stone that a laborer has been cutting since we got here, so
over aweek. | had asked earlier what he was doing, and the answer was cutting the stone to sl: S.
said he gets 5K S for a block. There are now about 30 blocks, says D., so that would mean 150K s for
more than a week of physical labor in the hot sun. One of the guys from the tractor comes over. He
has a business callecting these sones, earns 5000-6000K S/month. He says they pay 12 ks/block, and
there are 130 in our pile. He saysit's easy way to make money, | say this guy has been there over a
week cutting. But he points out, probably correctly, that he wasn't there every day, nor al day when he
was.

The pastor comes to give me the key, he's going away today. He' s in a suit, so probably to services
somewhere. But today is Saturday, and D. says the cook said they would have services in the church
here today. So why does he leave? D. thinks maybe his deputy will do the services.
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INT-SELECTION: Interviewers if they are unsure first check with each other, then the supervisor.

FIELDWORK: P. didn't have a great day. In addition to continuing problems from R. M., an
interviewer who we let go the other day livesin thet village, “so they don't fed obliged to tak with us.” .
When P. came back, the interviewer W., who lives nearby, came to tak to her aout going to her
uncle' s funeral tomorrow, won't be back. It was evident from watching them talk that P. is very fond of
W.—she graightened the ties of W.’s shirt in a materna manner as she talked. P. says W. a very good
interviewer, tho P. had been worried because W. has a six months old baby and is breastfeeding. But
she feeds her in the am., and the baby gets porridge during the day.

In Radienya a big funeral, someone coming from outsde to be buried, so it was difficult to interview,
everyone was rushing to go out and meet the casket and wail (W. illustrated).

F. said one man said when you get married it’s like getting atub of water because she goesto get water
for his bath. Another man said got a second wife while the first one pregnant, and the Ist one left,
ingtructed her parents to take back the cows and got married elsewhere. First one died, and at the
funerd he told people the story. F. said did you learn anything, he said yeah, | learned not to add
another wife. Not one of our respondents. The chief isin F.’ village. On his questionnaire he said he
never lad an outsde partner, | queried the interviewer whether he bdieved that. F. said the chief’'s
guestionnaire says he uses condoms as FP, but the chief’ s wife on her questionnaire said they’ ve never

used anything.

The guy in charge here comes by with H., and they get the conversation to the goat. H. inggsit wasal
M. sfault, thein charge says | should forgive, | say | will when H. replaces the goat, which H. laughs at
likeit'safoolish idea

Dinner much improved by the additions from Kisumu. We have fried eggplant, potatoes, carrots,
watermelon in addition to the usud fish/chicken and cabbage. | redlize that the shpping list for Kisumu
had fruits and veggies from the foreign saff, juices from the supervisors.

Medting: Big funerd in Radienya, someone who died in Nairobi—though not a big ded person, just
ordinary man. Everyonein thevillageisinvolved, aso affects G.’svillage snce they arerdated. T. sad
her interviewer was hdf way thru when the R heard the noise of the cortege, and told the interviewer to
“close your book”. As T. was waking dong saw a R waking and wailing and waving her hands (T.
illugtrated), she saw T. and stopped wailing and waving and said brightly “HI!”, then returned to her
wailing and waving.
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| ask @out party, which should be Tuesday if we are to leave on Wednesday and dtart training in
Kawadghone as planned and announced. T. doubts she will finish: she ig't finished with her firgt village
and has another one she hasn't started. There are two villages that aren’t touched, and none of them
are finished. We tak about who will go on to Kawadghone and who will stay. | think they had not
consdered this, just assumed that we wouldn't show up in Kawadghone. | don't think thisis possble—
we can’'t have 100 or more people appearing with no word from us, and we dso can't get behind if we
aretofinish on time. | suggest 3 people go on, two stay, but they say that’s not enough. F. dso says
they have decided they need the persona interview to weed out the sammerers and the women too shy
to work well (the interviewers they released thistime). | suggest that the whites can do the gptitude te<t,
and suggest that C. and D. can do the persond interviews. The latter is clearly a mistake—F. says
interviewer sdlection is important because they have to work with them—clearly it'stheloss of selection
power that bothers them. | say that | didn’t mean D. and C. choose but only that they weed out the
oneswho won't do, that’s when they say their Luo isn't good enough. Thisis anon-starter.

QUESCOM: T. thinks so many people say “America’ as the furthest away country because of our U of
P t-shirts. But | doubt they need the t-shirts to have heard about America. Checking questionnaires
thisam., | think that in Oyugis there is more worry about forced inheritance—being pressured to inherit
or to be inherited, whereas here there seems to be a deeper belief that inheritance is agood thing. The
guestions that are likely to be weakest/flakiest are those that have to do with use of FP and “ stick with
one spouse only.” Those who are cooperative want to show they use FP, somewhat less, | should
think, concern about their nwps. Gender is probably not problematic because “women's rights’ hasn't
gotten far enough in Kenya, certainly not here, for it to be even seen as a “modern’ issue, except

perhaps for avery few.

After meeting they say it'stoo late to get beer (amost ten), the place will be closed. The village center
doesn't have beer—F. says theré's only one guy who drinks it, he's been away, and thus hasn't
reminded them to order it.

Sunday, Feb 13"

R. M. comes by. F.isadeep, P. goneto Sori, so | tel him we are concerned that people in his village
have been refusing and saying he told them we were devil-worshipers. There ensues a long back and
forth. F. wakes up and joins, tho without enthusiasm and with no deference to this man. M. starts by
acting astonished: how could this be when he himsdlf did the questionnaire? He is a leader, how could
he go againgt a government research? | say | have no idea (and decide not to point out that thisis not
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government research), but we would gppreciae it if he could just speak to people in his village and
encourage them to cooperate. He doesn't follow that line, but only protests his innocence. We leave
that, and he gives me a letter asking for school fees for two of his children (he has three wives, many
children). | explain about the number of requests | get in letters for school fees, shoes: he is Sartled by
the number of requests (I suppose he thinks he is the only one to need money), and critica of people
who ask for such trivid things as shoes or dresses-but “school feesis another matter.” | explain about
budgets, transparency, the need for eceipts. He is saddened, but stops asking—or rather, asks for
smaller amounts more directly. | ask whether he does’t have older children who can help, he says he
has older children but they are “unable’. | say | thought it was a Luo custom that older children help
with schoal fees for the younger, he shakes his head sadly (perhaps his older children just refused,
maybe because he keeps having children with new wives). Then F. comes out and says flatly that thisis
what we have heard, and M. he takes the whole thing more serioudly, | think feds more threstened—
perhaps he thought he could offer some explanation to me that would satisfy me, but sees that it won't
work with F.. He starts saying he will go off to the chief right now and clear this up, F. points out that
we have not told anyone, only him, that F. was going to go to see him this afternoon to tell him these
things were being said. M. isin high dudgeon about people “spoiling my name’, “I’'m aleader here with
the chief”, etc. | sy that if it’s a misunderstanding certainly he can dlear that up with the people in his
village. He doesn't budge for quite awhile, however, just sands there shaking his head an occasionally
muttering how bad it is that people are saying such things. He asks F. for the names of people in his
village who refused, but F. of course saysno. Findly he leaves—heis on hisway to the big funerd.

Turns out that F. and G. went to the bar last night, woke up the owner, and drank and talked until 2.
The bar owner said the reason people think we are devil worshipers is that the head cook when we
were herein K1, M. D., and the guy in charge, both died right after we left. They had dready thot we
were DW's, but this confirmed it.

Team scatters for most of the day. Some go to Sori in the morning to interview and go to the market,
somein the afternoon. T., M. and L. go to the big funerd in Radienya. Sofa sets have been borrowed
from neighbors and set around. There was goat cooking but not yet served, they were offered agreen
liquor that was made from the goat’s somach enzymes, looked gross, they didn’t try. W. is there,
interviewing in the village when he can. Turns out W's father is a miji-kumi, which even W. didn’t
know: he asked a respondent who his mk was, the respondent said “your father.” | asked T. if she
knew how mks sdlected, her answer was in terms of their characteristics. She has met two, W.’s
father and another one, said they were both quiet, learned, speak English, and their sons very learned.
She said they were dected by the community, but didn’t seem like st hand knowledge. She dso said
that “for sure it’s not only ten homes’ that the miji-kumi covers: her villageis large and has only one m-
k.

QUESCOM/FIELDWORK:: Interviewer J. comes back, | go over his questionnaires with him. His
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impression is that people are more reluctant to talk about FP with us than aout AIDS (and this is
matched by the respective sze of the networks). He aso said that the devil=worshipping charges have
made people reluctant to name names, for fear that something will happen to the people whose names
they give. , He sad people are saying that the people we interviewed the fird time have dl died.
Another respondent, however, disagreed, and said it’s their own ignorance, it's not the AIDS virusin
the sugar, “he was aso asking for more sugar, said ‘me, | can take it.” J. sad tha people are lying
when they say they use condoms for FP. And dso lying when they say they are afraid of A’

DS from transfuson-said “they don't get trandfusions here. But injections are serious’, they get them at
home, just boil the needle and use it again. Re AIDS, he inggts that the problem is ignorance, lack of
awareness, the remoteness of Gwass. But when | point out that dl these people he has interviewed
know very well how AIDS is tranamitted, he agrees. And he recdls a respondent who said he was
“cornered, on this Sde we are infected by AIDS and on that Sde we are told to use family planning. It's
an idea to finish the community, the Luos” “AlDS is atribd issue’. The respondent went on to ask
why we were only going in this village but not thet village. J. told them that when we first came some
people agreed to be interviewed and some not, SO we are going back “to those who welcomed us last
time” J. dso said he had been asked why this part of Gwass and not that—they are suspicious. |
explain why Gwass (because of GTZ) and then describe the random sdlection of the villages.

He then reminds me of the youth organization he had been trying to set up when we were here lagt, for
the environment, mordity and something else. This is based in Nairobi, they have a conditution and
they have registered. But it's been hard to find support, and to know what to do. | suggest asking the
supervisors for suggestions, he raises the point that if you tell people your ideas they will sted them. |
aso suggest M., who is now working for an NGO and must know donor networks. | say in a
roundabout way that ideas are a dime a dozen, what matters is is how you implement them. But he
clearly doesn't think that ideas can be shared.

We tdk about AIDS, and he gets onto inheritance, “we have to get rid of old traditions’. | say | think
that’s a serious issue, but smaller than men moving outside their marriages-and he adds “and women
move.” Somewhere dong the line | say that you don’'t necessarily get infected with one exposure,
something he is very surprised to hear. He's read that circumcision increases your risk, but does't
know this. | describe the studies of couples where one is infected one not, he asks whether it is
immunities, like the Nairobi progtitutes (so he knows that). He aso asked me about beef, can it be
infected with AIDS?

Meseting: INT-SELECTION: The supervisors want to change the aptitude test. They think some
rgected interviewers from Obisa will come, and will have learned the correct answers. For the Luo
passage, they don't like the one on household animals increasing/decreasing, and suggest the secret use
passage. Initidly | think that’s fine, but then it occurs to me that alot of the goplicants will be regjected,
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and it might not be a good idea to have them spreading the word that we are asking about secret use.
T. thinks it's ok, what they will remember isthat it's about FP, but G. says he thinks they will say it's
about secret use, so they find another passage. They dso want one trandated from English to Luo, and
they want smal changes in the other quesions. They are nat, tho, giving much thought to the
fundamentd issue: what questions help in selecting? Maybe none specificaly, perhapsit’s just afilter for
the really incompetent people.

Monday:

FIELDWORK: Barrack comes by to greet, says “we benefit so much when you come, the women earn
a bit of money and they can buy sogp, cooking fat, and the rest of it.” His wife was a cook last time,
not thistime.

| spent the morning looking at the questionnaires that did not have labes from STATA, and thus that E.
gave new numbers to. The question is why these people were not interviewed before: the cover sheets
were not entered in STATA. Most are men.

Some are recent marriages—0.k.

Especidly for the men, there is evidence that

M. and N. come back for lunch. M. went with F. to Komolo Otati, N. to another village to ask about
rariew. M. said you can redly tell that the children over there aren’t as hedthy as the ones over here
(she had gone with G. to Nyatambe B Saturday). They are dirtier, crusty eyes, N. says there are more
of them with protruding somachs.

P. and R. said M. came to their village (they are working together). Again said how could anyone say
such things about him, he took the questionnaire, his sons did, etc etc. | asked R. if she believed him,
she sad no.

Both P. and T. agree that there are not so many kangas around thistime.
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Mesting:

INT-SELECTION: We taked about plans for Kawadghone. Someone has to go with me, N. and M.
to run the gptitude test Thursday, and no one wanted to go, tho P. said “persuade me’. The others
thought F. should go too, because “those people in Kawadghone are difficult.” G. said the chief aready
wrote letters just to afavored few to tell them about the jobs; G. said he put up the posters with strong
glue so no one can tear them down.

Tuesday: 15 Feb

L.’s connections with the Itdian priests (by virtue of being Catholic and Itdian) very ussful. Today she
went to the hospitd in Karungo run by St. Camillus. The priest there is, she said, very different from F.
J—a medicd doctor, pretty much confines himsdlf to his hospitd rather than going out and wandering
around, as F. J. does. She came back with areport of their blood bank for 1999. It's Table 5 & 6 of
their Blood Bank Report 1999. Table 5 shows the amount of blood collected, transfused and wasted;
table 6 shows tota number of HIV, HBS, Ag tests on blood donors, and th e number and percent
positive for each test. In the year, they did 1054 HIV tedts, of which 361, were HIV positive. On a
monthly basis, there's a lot of variation the highest month has 54.5%, the lowest 20.2%. The blood
comes from both men and women, and they first screen out the people who look obvioudy unhedthy.
As L. tdlsit, he just goes into the waiting room and says you and you, we want you to give blood. L.
sad there wasn't an obvious class dimension to those in the waiting room-they didn’t look as grubby as
peoplein their everyday clothes, but presumably they would dress up alittle to go to the hospitd.

The pastor asked for my book on cultura sudies, which I'm leaving for him. He aso asked if he could
do a correspondence course with me, | could just send books. | explained my university didn't do this,
and aso that things sent through the Kenyan mails get stolen, which he hasn't experienced (maybe
because he only sends letters from one part of Kenya to another). | said | would see if E. is coming
here and could bring him books.
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F. comes back with two goats. | had thought they might not get organized enough to have a party,
which would have suited me fine—they aren't v. interesting, the goat is cold, and I’'ve had diarrhea
anyway. Some of the interviewers are here, but as usua the team members have disappeared. Seazy
H. is here, | tdl him to stay away from our goat, he's angry and says he will bring a goat tomorrow
(after weleave). F. reprimands me because the SDAs * have been so nice

to let us Say here”

Wednesday: Feb 16

Despite the inauspicious beginning, good party. C. brought a boombox with wazungu music, but the
SDAs objected. Maybe a good thing, as we had to think of other thingsto do. A round of speeches
darting with me, F., G., and then the interviewers, with P. and T. raucoudy cdling “let’s hear from a
Woman!” “No more men until there’s awoman spesking”. After anumber of these, B. Y. started some
snging, so they sang traditiona Luo songs. Eventudly | went to bed, the others lasted until around 1
(and B. Y. did aninterview a 6 am.).

F. has badly underestimated the amount of money we need in Gwass (despite having gone over this
with E. before | went to Kisumu to get M., when | was asked to get $250. So H. will come to Homa
Bay to get the money, to be sent by E..  F. cleverly told the whole SDA committee how much he was
sending so ther€’ s no chance that H. can spirit some of it away.

Getting going takes a lot of time. The team decided that S. and J. would take the interviewers out
without them, and then J. would come back to take R., T. and G. to the field, and S. would take usto
HomaBay. S’svillageisfar, and he doesn't get back until after 10, and then it is a while to pack up
the vehicle. We leave round noon, but about 2 minutes from the SDA compound there is car trouble—
the accelerator cable. S. is able to cobble something together until we get to Sori, whereit isfixed while
M., N. and | have a soda and bread& peanut butter.

We get to HB and the Hippo Buck shortly after 3. F. goes to town to get the aptitude test copied; the
rest of us have showers. The water is not hot, as advertised, but even the room temperature water fedls
terrific.

The rooms at the Hippo Buck are quite nice. The walls are clean, curtains have just been washed (so
not up yet, but they do that right away). The conference room will make a good workspace-there are
tables al around the room-tho the view is not as nice asthat of the Tourist Hotel. | have a decent med
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for the firg time snce Gwass (and any med a dl for the first time in two days, other than Maggi
minestrone). | go to deep by 9:30. Up at 6 and go to the kitchen: F. has asked for breakfast early so
we can leave a 7, and much to my surprise it's ready. When | ask for tea they put water in a
microwave. And ddicious light fluffy scrambled eggs and toast, juice, pinegpple and papaya. The
housekeeper isn't up to it, though. F. is attractive and attractively dressed, and did remember that we
were coming—athough had only just (she said) sent someone to fix the lock on the door. When we
arrived | asked her whether there was hot water, she said of course, | went to take a shower and found
that there wasn't—at which point she explained that there wasn't water in my room but in others. When
we returned from interviewer sdlection | asked for my key, she sad it was in the door for the cleaning
people. It was't. It wasin the key cubbies. | asked for toilet paper (the room had been made up, but
no tp), she delivered it while | was in the shower. When | got out | found there was no towd dither,
went dripping to reception where she was just Sitting, and she explained they had washed the towels.

INT-SELECTION: We arive a the Chief’s Camp and Kawadghone to see many interviewers—
eventually there are 105—again, dmogt dl young (one man looks to be in his 40s and doesn't pass the
test). P. goes to greet them, shaking hands and saying hdllo to the old interviewers.  We let people
who come before the first test-taker is finished take it, but those who come later (after about 8:45) are
turned away—one or two of them without problem, two of them very persstent. When | told one of
them, who turned out to be the most persstent, that it was too late, he said “But then how will you help
me’—another Sign that interviewers (and their patrons) look a our project as “hep’ to them, not as a
project that hasits own agenda.

The chief is a problem. He is no longer a sub-chief, because Kawadghone has become a location
rather than a sublocation, but he has been there since our firgt time—he was present when we selected
the villages for Kenya 1. He's 55, and about to retire. He politics with F. for abit, and then F. callsme
in. Asusud, it's an atempt to influence the sdection committee on behaf of the “community”. He
wants a least 3/4 of the interviewers to be “ingders’, not “from outsde’, and wants us to hire the
orphans whose chances are blocked because they don’t have school fees. He aso indists that we don't
hire teachers or others who have ajob, and wants to see our list before we announce it so that he can
pick those out. Just as F. dready had, | go through the “transparency” routine, saying we take the top
30. He wants us to take those who pass the test—a sop to merit—but then sdlect from within those
according to his categories. He is very perdstent n trying to shape the sdlection, and | think aso
putting himsdlf in a postion so tha interviewers who are sdected will show him gratitude. It is very
difficult to out-manuever him, but F. does very well. Before handing out the gptitude test, F. explainsto
al that we will sdlect the top 30, that it is dl “transparent”. We separate the test takers so they can't
talk with each other, and S,, N., M., P., F. and | wak congtantly around. The chief findly gets bored
and retreats to his office, dong with what | assume is his assstant. He comes out again, however, aswe
dart to grade. The team goes to the vehicle to grade-M. and N. behind the vehicle, and F. and P. in it
reading the Luo to English and English to Luo trandations. | collect them as they are finished and sort
them. | gart doing this behind the vehicle, but the chief comes out to join me so | pick up the tests and
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wak with him to a more public spot in front of the vehicle and wait for him to leave. Then | sort quite
publidy in piles of high/hopeless, so0 that everyone can see that the chief is not involved a this point.
Even 50, he comes out and stands there while we announce the names of the ones we are taking. We
have no problem with specific people from him: he had asked to see the aptitude test, which F.
described to him as “very easy”, and | think it wasn't o easy for him. But he did want to see where
people were from, and F. let him ask the group—aise your hand if you're from Kawadghone, etc. |
suppose that wasn't bad, maybe even good—it was evident that he didn’'t know how many were from
Kawadghone, a sign that he had nothing to do with the selection. We then address the group, and then
F. tdls them to come tomorrow for training to start. They will sart just the two of them, and on
Saturday the others will be there.

We go dightly lower for women, and get 11 women and 19 men, a better ratio than we had in Gwass.
One question on the gptitude test is whether the have had a job before, and if so what.  Only 4 of the
11 women have had some sort of job, 2 for the Census, one market research, one for a project
W/AMREF. Only 2 of the men have had NO job, and many have worked in research of some sort: for
us, quite afew for the Census, for AMREF, severa for an AIDS awareness project, aforestry project.
| think this is evidence of gender discrimination that amost al the men have had jobs, though it's aso
possible that other selection procedures don't give women the specid breaks that we do. (Tho it’s not
al tha much-the lowest male score was 15, the lowest femae was 12 (plus one 11, someone P. thot
would be good) ). | would guess that Kawadghone is arelatively desirable site for others aswell asfor
us, as the team can deep in Homa Bay.

At lunch N. points out some inefficienciesin the fidd tha | hadn’t thought of—e.g. in Gwass there was a
big funerd in T. s village, but she went anyway, rather than taking her team to another ste. And dthough
we suggested that they finish up some villages and then throw dl the teamsinto the remaining ones, they
didn’'t pick up on that, so after we left for Kawadghone they will have to digtribute interviewers across
many villages with only one vehicle. M. commented that it was her impresson that if an interviewer was
from the village, they were much readier to hop up and look for someone to interview than if they

weren' t—perhaps the interviewers fed surer of a welcome reception in their own village, and don't

experience any twinge of reluctance to go out, another advantage of locd interviewers.

| am ill convinced that locd interviewers are agood idea. Certainly the supervisors find an advantage
to hiring people who know their way around—in Gwass, oneinterviewer, T., was not very good, but F.
wanted to keep him because he knew everyone in the village, even tho it's more work for F. to check
his questionnaires, send him for cdlbacks, etc. We have a relatively short training (E. said they are
training for two weeks for their urban project), and it takes afew daysin the field for the interviewersto
redly fed comfortable, as evidenced by the lack of erasures on the questionnaire, and the decrease in
inconsstencies. But that may dso be true in any survey project, that there are fewer unexpected
answers in the training sessons than there are in the fidd.  Some unexpected answers are sSmply quite
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rare—for example, toward the end of the Gwass interviews we had a network partner who was deed:
we had no code for “dead” for where lives, marital datus, etc. Longer training probably makes our
logic—the logic of those who designed the questionnaire—Clearer, but probably at the cost of missing
glimpses into dternative logics. | dso think there are suredly some advantages to better educated
interviewers. They undoubtedly catch on quicker to our logic, and | imagine their margind notes would
be more literate, and, again, they would understand inconsstencies better.  And the very enthusiasm of
the local interviewers probably leads them into trouble the graduates wouldn't get into—e.g. J. explaining
that we were coming back to respondents who had welcomed us when we were there before.  But the
disadvantages to imported graduates seem to me to be subgtantid. | would think it is very difficult to
maintain enthusiasm for interviewing, especidly in arduous Stes like Gwass—our supervisors are doing
very wdll, but | suspect that, as P. said, they miss their comforts.  Our supervisors aso have the
advantage of feding like a team, having been together on this project over many years. Although
graduates may recognize inconsstencies more rgpidly than the locd interviewers (who rarely seem to
recognize them, as far as | can tel), with experience, they no doubt figure an inconsistency here and
there doesn't matter: especidly if they think of the rurd people as rather dumb anyway. And I'm sure
graduates wouldn't take as easily to close supervison as the Form 4's; they would probably fed that
they could take more authority.

Re interaction of outsders and insders, eg. urban educated interviewers and rurd folk, | think it's easy
to underestimate the gulf between the urban graduate and the rura people. On the one hand, our urban
graduate supervisors often expressed deep empathy with the poverty of the rurd people, and the nearly
insuperable obstacles they faced in bettering their Stuation, or even surviving from year to year. This
view coexigted with another view of the rurd folk as ignorant, nearly uncivilized, and deceptive. Over
and over again the educated urban people deprecate the rurd: e.g. the Maawian Prof. in the US who
sad that rurd Maawians didn’t undersand AIDS, they thought it was witcheraft, they needed to be
made “aware’; eg. P. talking about “those rural characters’, e.g. urban Luos giggling about rariew.
Even some of our Form 4's, many of whom have spent time in the cities, speek that way of the less-
educated. But | suspect that the local interviewers can establish better rapport with the respondents
than can urban graduates-it may be that the locals get even better reports of extramarita affairs. And at
least the face of the project is familiar, and the respondent will know that the interviewer himself or
hersalf doesn’t have a direct route to any resources the project might have, asthey are only loca Form
4s, whereas they may imagine that urban graduates are in a position to steer some benefits their way.

Re interaction of project and respondents. Our view—certainly it was mine when | began this project—is
that we are, as much as possible, replicating laboratory conditions, the sort of pogitivist sterility of the
natura sciences applied to survey research. We do our experiments-the questionnaire-over and over,
and from this get a central tendency and variation. Survey researchers are by no means naive: they
know tha people forget, that on sendtive questions they may not tell the truth, that they can be
inconggtent in their answers—dthough | think that demographers in charge of research projects, at least
in the areas with which | am familia—are not well acquainted with the large literature on problems with
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survey research. In any case, demographers tend to fed that their projects are in some sense
humanitarian, or a any rate science put to humanitarian purposes (lowering infant mortaity, lowering
population growth rates) and | think we try to overlook the problems with survey research until they St
up and bite us. More importantly, 1 don’t think we gppreciate as much as we should how we gppear to
the respondents.  The anthropologists have paid more attention to this, but demographers and other
survey researchers have paid less. Yet how we appear to them surely influences their responses (and
thus, “the qudity of the data’. By qudity of the daa, we typicdly mean things like age
reporting/misreporting. But | think that we assume that the respondents are willing to join us for an hour
or 0 in acollaborative project—at least to the best of ther abilities (e.g. they may not actudly know their
ages, but tey will join with us in trying to figure it out). | dso think we mean tha the logic the
respondents are using is close to our logic when we made up the questionnaire. Neither-the
collaborative project nor the shared logic—s the case here.  Rura Kenya is no doubt an extreme:
respondents in the US may be more willing to go dong with our gods, or at least have a respect for
“stience’, but | should think even in the US there are many who resst collaborating with survey
researchers (altho they are more likely to just refuse than they are here), and who have different logics.

GUIDES: It is abundantly clear that our project is not as collaborative as we might wish, dl the way
from the chiefs at the top to the respondents. Start with the chiefs.  We expect the chiefsto assist us,
or a the least stay out of our way. | think we don’t ponder much what they think of us, and why they
should collaborate—perhaps because we are better educated, wedlthier, foreigners, urban, have
authority, our motives are good, we are doing science. Y et the chiefs undoubtedly see us as outsiders.
In the case of white members of the team, they see us (as do others), as routes to bardly imaginable
opportunities—to bring a hospita to the areg, to get a child into a US wniversity, etc., aswdl asto items
that appear to us smdler (e.g. one of the chiefs in our areas desperately wanted school fees for his
three sons, another badgered us for transport money so he could go to a funeral). Behind thisis, as
Stoller has pointed out, a history of interactions between black Africans and white foreigners.

The firg atribute was that Europeans conquer, and that Europeans had superior status in the
dyadic relationship. Europeans adso produced a new €lite educated in Fr language and culture.
(94). The attributes of the European (Anasara) have survived in independence. "There remains
today a stereotypic Ansara. In times of scarcity, drought, and famine it is the Anasara who
provides life-saving grain, afact that reinforces the ongoing image of Anasara power and wealth.
Despite an independent government in Niger, there are many teams of Anasara experts--
technicians, agriculturad and livestock scientists--who work on ‘development projects.” Like the
Anasara of the colonia period, these people live in fine houses, own cars, and hire servants.”
(95

The expectations are less for the urban graduates on our team, but they also might have connections that
could be ussful.
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The chiefs, on the other hand, make their motives for collaboration quite clear. Chiefs got where they
are by being patrons to those below them and dlients to those above, and their continuation in their
position depends on the continuation of these interactions. Kenya, like much of sub-Saharan Africa, is
an overlay of western principles of governance on a longstanding patron-client sysem. Chiefs bring
benefits to their people and, within “their peopl€’, to some more than others—-some they wish to reward,
others they wish to punish. (Whisson and Lonsdde eg.)

More specificdly, chiefs assume that ours is a government project, and as government officids they
have to collaborate—or & least, not be sufficiently obstructive that a complaint will go up the chain to
ther patrons. This is not so different from our own assumption that we have authority to work in the
chief’s area—they dso assume that we have at least some, adthough | suspect they are somewhat more
sophiticated about the limits of our authority and abilities than are a least some of our respondents.

It isther pogition as patrons to those in their community, however, that the chiefsis more evident from
ther interactions with us. Thus, the chiefs want benefits from our research to go to the community. By
“community” they sometimes appear to mean al the people in thar are, their legitimate concern; a
other times, however, they dip, and make it clear that some people are more important than others.

In our case the benefits they see are not “increased knowledge’ or “more awareness’, but are much
more tangible. The chiefs sometimes describe us as “bringing development to the community”, which
can mean anything from a new hospitd or an irrigation system to school fees for their own children.
Some of them appear to be at least in part universdidtic in terms of their areas. they want usto work in
dl the dans in their area, not just some. Usudly we can offer an gpparently satisfactory reason for not
doing so—at least they drop that line of argument. Most of them are quick to redlize that the most we
are bringing is temporary jobs for some of the young men and women in the area. It is not surprising
that in their role as patrons rather than as (idedlly spesking) government bureaucrats, they would
atempt to influence the sdection process.  They are concerned that they be understood to be
influencing the selection processin favor of ther dients (aswell asther own family members). They did
this by giving us ligs of people that we should hire and, | assume, telling these people that they were
working on their behdf. They adso made efforts to be visbly influencing the process by being there
when the sdlection was taking place, by shaking the hands of some interviewers but not others, by
chatting with us.

The direction of their attempts to influence the sdection process demondtrate a range of motives from
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relatively universdigtic to intensely persond. They did not want us to hire those who had another job.
Jobs are scarce, and it was consdered unfair for an individua to “double dip.” This view was shared
by our supervisors as well— there are so many bright people eager for jobs that the jobs should be
spread, not concentrated. The chiefs al wanted interviewers are selected from indgde the area (ther
location if they are a chief, their sublocation if they are an assgant chief). News that we are hiring

typicdly traveled fast, and there were often many “outsider” applicants. we faced intense pressure not to
hire them. Since it was dso very much in our interest to have a substantiad proportion of the

interviewers from the area where we were working, we rarely had a mgor conflict over this—athough
we took more outsders than the chiefs were happy with. Among the insders, they wanted us to hire
from dl the clans in the area, and in a manner somewhat proportionate to their size and importance.

And within that, they had some individuals they thought were more gppropriate hires than others. In
Kawadghone in 2000, for example, it was AIDS orphans whose education was being blocked for lack
of fees—dthough | suspected that the specia pleading for orphans might have masked an interest in

particular orphans that the chief or his assstant were personaly responsible for, as they were quite
ingstent on this int. In other cases the specid pleading was more overt, such as the chief who
pressured us to hire his youngest wife, ese he would “not be able to have breskfast in her housg” (i.e.
spend the night before breskfast there). On this aspect, we did not compromise. | think the
supervisors might have compromised more with the chief had | not been present—they found some of the
requests more reasonable, more legitimate than | did, and | think it would have been more difficult to
oppose the more ingstent chiefs had they not been able to explain that they were subject to the authority
of a wazungu with weird views.  Ingtead, 1—and then they—used the word “transparency” alot, aterm
that in Kenya is associated with the west (which is consdered transparent while Kenyans are not), and
with multi-party dections (which seemed to be farly popular). Some of the chiefs were sufficiently

familiar with the weird views of foreigners to try to explain to me that things were different in Africa;
others agreed that we could not hire people who could not pass our test, but that within those who pass
we should sdlect according to their advice, which they said would help us in gaining the confidence of
the community. Perhaps they were right: in Mfangano they were certainly right, dthough in other places
such as Gwass there were other sorts of objections to us-that we were devil-worshipers, that we
wanted to force the women to use family planning, and | do not believe that the chief had anything like
the authority to overcome those worries.

On the other hand, our sdection process influenced by what even some of our supervisors considered
my paroC.I concern that we hire women, or what they cal “gender sengitivity”.

Friday Feb 18: At dinner last night we (M., F, me) were firg joined by G., from the Population
Council, and then by E. and P., returning from Kisumu. An interesting conversation with C., a Kenyan
who works for the pop council. We were talking about interviewers, he thought they had to be
graduates because “ graduates are more educated.” [I think Form 4's with very good supervision are as
good or better, tho if you don't think you'd have good supervison, maybe better to go with the
graduates]. He's in Homa Bay for an AIDS intervention re mother-child transmission, which includes
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AZT for the mothers, voluntary counsding and testing services. He's now traning nurses. | said my
experience with the MOH here was that it wasn't easy, that what they wanted was different from what
we wanted. He became more relaxed and said that there was a big hassle because the nurses wanted
extrapay, v. ingsent, not at al happy when he said that they couldn’'t pay government personnd. They
could give them a bit in transportation, but it had to be reasonable. They aso fussed about lunch
expenses-he arranged with the hotdl to give them lunch, for which KS150 would be deducted from
their per diem, they fussed because lagt time only 110KS had been deducted. Mogt interestingly, he
sad he told them the project woud supply gloves, drugs, equipment that would make it eeser/possible
for them to do ther jobs and taked a length about the importance of interrupting mother-child
transmisson in lowering AIDS degsths. When he was finished, a man in the audience said “But a the
end of the day, when | go home and my wife says there’s no flour for ugali, how will this project help
me?’. C. saysthe face of the project in HB is Kenyan, not white-only the MOH from HB met N. in
Nairobi.

F. then told a story about his project in Nakuru (I think on adolescents). The nurses wanted the project,
and volunteered. But after aweek they went on strike for pay. F. managed to get them back to work
for aweek, but then they went on dtrike again.

FIELDWORK: | asked whether the DHS forces consstency. The answer was that it doesn't, tho E.
thot that was because supervison isn't good enough to catch it. So because of the data entry program,
some responses are marked “inconsigtent.” (This is ok., but it means they don't explore the
incongstencies to try to understand why).

GENDER: | tdl them that of our 11 femde interviewers only 4 had jobs, of the 19 maes only 2 did not
have jobs. Ther first explanation was that it was not discrimination, but because of the late hours,
women can't do that. F. talked about an interviewer he had who worked five days, then her husband
came to get her because no one was making his food.

Language: E. sad in the urban project the questionnaires are only in Kiswahili, except for one area
which has a lot of Kikuyus who don't spesk Kiswahili. E. asks P., who worked as a focus group
moderator in Luo area, whether the women could speak Kiswahili, she said some of them don't and a
lot weren't good init. | asked E. how they missed this. He said that their moderators and facilitators
told them that al urban people speak Kiswahili. This, however, turns out to have been said before they
did the focus groups, and subsequently the moderators/facilitators mentioned only the Kikuyus, not the
Luos, as not being comfortable in Kiswahili.

E. and | work on the PAA paper. Around 1 the rest of the team arrives from Gwasg, delighted to be
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here. E. said the food was even worse after we left—breskfast of groundnuts, not even rice and when
they did haveit T. said it was badly cooked. They finished, dthough E. said she suspects the efforts to
find the last couples were not as intense as they have been.  After the vehicle is unloaded, the Kenyans
take off for town, E., L. (and T.) shower and nap.

F. and P. return from training. Interviewers seem very good, he is wondering who they can dismiss to
get down from 30 to 25. One woman snegked in, came to training even tho wasn't selected: the chief
ratted on her, and F. told her not to come back. Also some grumbling about the university guy thet |
want to hire, so hewon't go for training any more but will just come here to HB to discuss with me,

Fe bruary 19, Saturday

G. NyA.h, Kanyango

G. cameto interview for interviewers after the selection wasfinished. He turned out to be a graduate of
Moai in Sociology, so | thought he might be useful. He went to the firgt day of training, tho there was
objection because he hadn’t taken the test.

| asked him a bit about his background. Good 2ndary school in Kericho, then Moi Universty,
sociology. In Kericho lived with dad, a derk, now retired, mother there on and off when children
young.

| asked him why he liked sociology, he went on in farly vague terms but throwing in enough
buzzwords—e.g. halo effect—to demondtrate that he actually had read/learned some Stuff.

| asked him how he would use sociology to understand the state of Kenya today, and he moved quickly
to patron-client sysem. Said “people are v. politicized, they dways weatching for resources, If some
resources come, the news spreads very fast. “ | asked him what explains what the chief was doing. He
sad the chief needs some “smdl support” from the people, wants to bring resources to them; jobs
particularly important. He says “they wouldn’t perhaps mind people from other nearby areas but not
other digtrict. If he keeps out foreigners people fed heis doing good work.”
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| asked about reactions in the village to our project. “They don't have anything to complain about the
research isdf. What brought the problem is the hiring process, people who came and sat and failed,
they seeit as people from the outsde have taken the opportunity. Unfortunately only afew of the locds
were taken.” They understand the others failed the test, but apparently there are others they think came
later, they don’t think the test was fair because maybe some people took it before.”

He has reservations about using locds as interviewers: in avillage everyone is an uncle etc. “You wak
into the village, a lady you don’'t know will cal you my son. Persondly, | would find it a bit difficult. |
would advocate the use of total strangers, because people find it easier to talk to stranger about difficult
things. Altho there are smdl persond feuds” Difficult to ask someone | would cal my father if used
condoms. He would use trained researchers from somewhere else, wouldn't be politicsaswell. Thinks
form 4's ok but would need a lot of training. But if have graduates maybe need less training. But
basicaly no big difference tho graduates would cost more but would work better.

Wanted to tel me his theory about how AIDS could be controlled, which had to do with reducing the
gigma of being tested. “If you have lady, trust her maybe because you are saved, she is saved.” But
even S0 you can both go for testing, it wouldn’t show alack of trust.

Whereas now thereis a beieve that “only someone who was walking badly would get tested in order to
protect children”

We then talked about strategies that people useto avoid AIDS. He then presented his dternative:

“Luos are romantic, they enjoy life, they are not like the Kikuyus who are interested in investment. We
get alittle money and we invest in immediate pleasures, build a good home, furnish your house, buy a
good car even if you may be struggling to get food.” That's compromised your ability. Says goes back
to the old days, when people didn’t farm, as long as they raised enough to eat they wre happy, they only
complained if there was not enough rain so the crop didn’t suffice for the whole year.

| asked how peopletdl if someone not infected, somehow we got to the fact that husbands suspect their
wives of moving if the husband knows that in some way he can't ity the wife sexudly.

He's going to try some ethnographic interviewing about strategies. Won't present himsdlf as working
for us, just chatting and drinking beer. Later when we have the list for Kanyango, we'll seeif he can go
to some of those specific people. Wanted abook to read, | gave him E.’s copy of Rubin and Rubin.

Feb 19, Sunday. Lazy day. The team went last night to Kissi, dancing, and it ended in a smal fight.
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There were some young men who had been drinking who kept bothering them. Eventualy they left D.
with the ladies, and took on the men. G. even chased some of gthem out of the bar and fought with
them==his tshirt was completdly ruined. So they left at 3, rather than at 5 as they had planned (E. was
delighted). R. said that even tho it was quite afracas, most of the people just kept on dancing.

Feb 20:

G. NyA.h comesto tell me about the people he taked with in his village, Kanyongo (and around). He
has an urban/educated gpproach: he wants to summarize how “they behave’, not enough actua stories.
Although he''s not supposed to let it out that he is working for us, his brother—one of his “informants’
below—knows, another brother is actualy an interviewer. | suspect people knew he had been hired].
The mogt interesting things in what follows are: 1) there sno talk at al about injections and transfusions:
AIDS comes from sex outsde. 2) The one man who proferred as a Strategy “keeping your wife
attractive with lotions and cosmetics’ 3) G.’s own fascination with inheritance and other Luo customs.
Perhaps this latter is a disease of the urban who fed torn between their own culture and modern ways.
4) Theré s alot of conflicting advice about the age at which women are safe: some indst under 20 it's
o.k., others—and sometimes the same people—also say that the young women are infected before they
finish school because of the teachers and the older men who seek them out 4) dso conflict about
whether marriage is safe: in practicaly the same breath they say thet if you want to stay safe you should
get married, and that married women move around alot.

M. O., sngle, 27,, Bicycle taxi-man, afriend, G. rented his bicycle to take him home. “He safriend of
mine, he started telling me about a friend who went to Nairobi and missed me” . Then G. asked him
about the village. M. is looking for a job, was very disappointed he couldn’t get a job with us because
he couldn’t pass the test, he had come here from Kisumu for the work, and is planning to go back to
Kisumu to look for another job. “Eventudly | zeroed in on the romantic scene in the village. | asked
him what somebody can do if they are looking for agirl. He reminded me of another lady caled E.—E.
was another friend' s girlfriend and M. thought E. was dso G.’s girlfriend. The guy went to Nairobi. He
had said he thought C. was aso moving with her, concluded that he was “washing her”, that “we were
washing her” together,” but he told M. that he had no problem with that, it' s not abig ded. (G: At the
village leve, anyone who comes from Karachuonyo you can't marry her, but if she's not in the same
clan can just have sex, judt like that, because you can't marry, for marriage have to go outside the mgor
cdan). G. said no, hewas just buddies with the girl. G. asked about the village, how are things, M. said
“it'sabit bad ( piny rach,, then M. garted mentioning AIDS, saying it's dangerous out there. | talked
to him about it, | asked what now somebody can do. He says you can use a condom, but he said he
didn't like it so much, he had tried it.” “He said | can look for alady who doesn’t move too badly, you
know alittle of her background, and if you don’t know you can talk to people around here and they will
tell you about her, and you can ‘skin dive’. He says sex is like food, you can't abstain, it's like food,
it's a basic need, you cannot do without it.” M. sees very few changes in the sexud activity of the
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village. “He said people say ‘AIDS is there, it's going to maybe kill us, it has aready come and if it finds
you well and good.” | asked about what you do if you want to get married--since he had said if you
can't control yoursdf you get married,-- what precautions do you teke? He said going for a test is
completely out of the question, it's ajoke, like when women joke.”

O., aout 37 years, married with 4 kids, smal time tailor, only once in a while does he get some work
to do. He had gone to Nairobi to try to get a job but couldn’'t so he's back. Knew him before,
kingman from around the village. “After going home | passed by a smdl kiosk in Kandiege that my
relaive has, | greeted him and took a cup of porridge with him. We sarted taking about the basic
things of the village. | eventudly asked him about AIDS. He said earlier *you turn right and turn left it's
family planning, now you turn right and left it's AIDS.”  He believes that the government and the white
man are not very serious about finding a cure for AIDS. He doesn't believe that men who can make an
arplane and fly can't find a cure for AIDS. He did say it was dangerous out there, we have to find a
way to preserve oursalves. But he sad it is the nature of man and the attractiveness of women that
sometimes you are overcome by your body and you can't do anything about it.” He won't use
condoms. “He poured some water in acondom and smdled it, it smeled terrible, from thet time oniit’s
something he can't touch, can't usg, it has toxic chemicas” “He said as far as possible he gticks to his
wife, that one | believed.” Re returned to the point that one can be overcome by on€e' s body: “He says
there are some people who are born that way, they have something contralling them, like ladies, when
they want a man so badly you can't stop them, the woman is spirit possessed, those ones there is
nothing you can do about it.” (I asked whether he meant men too, he said yes, but perhapsit was redly
ladies he was taking about.) “ He says maybe because you lack a bit of something your wife can be
eadly compromised for alittle bit in her pocket, that is how AIDS can snesk into your marriage” HeE's
completely traditiond, bound by the cusoms. C. explains (I think, however, that this was part of the
conversation with M.): so dmost everything you want to do, you have to have s, if wifeign't there you
have to go out and look for it. For example when you want to start digging the shamba. So before you
plough they must have sex, then you can plough, then goes to the next eldest son, follows likethat. So if
they don’'t do it you cannot maybe plough, and if you do plough you'll have chira. Chira can comein
many ways, even your children, grandchildren, you can’t escape from that). He said customs established
by the Luos and there is nothing that can be done about it. Sas the only way out of it might be prayer if
you are a Chrigtian. M. goes to church, but he remains very bound to the customs. (Part of bible about
giving unto Caesar; Paul who says come the way you are). Also, if husband dies wife has to be
inherited; for the man, it's compulsory to have sex after the wife dies, you have to “throw it out there” so
it does't affect you. If you can find it in the village ok., but might have to go to abar. M. says*“inthe
town you might meet alady who agrees to have sex with you, but you don't know, maybe sheis alady
who refused to be inherited. Women sometimes escgpe from the inheritance. If you have sex with such
a woman you will have chira, and he connects this chira very much with the spread of AIDS.” “He
says the condom rarely works unless maybe you use two of them a atimetobesure” M. mariedin
1990. He said “there is atemptation to go out dways, and other women will aways attract you, but he
says as much as possible or as resources will dlow he will try to keep his wife attractive, somebody
may look bad now but with better living, cil, cosmetics your wife can keep dtractive, and you have to
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keep talking to your wife to see how you can keep together.” | asked what “as much as possible
means’, G. sad“ if resources dlow, if | have the mears.”

2) Ancther guy came up asked him for money to buy beer, “we go there, we st, we sart drinking a
little. But when | was just zeroing in they were too takative, wanted to impress me with the much they
knew, (“because | was buying of course”) when | was dmost succeeding some other people camein.”
The tak was a mixture of issues, including about this research, “I tried to make them understand the
purpose of thisissue” . | asked G. what they said. “The mgor issue is about 7 guys from Homa Bay
digtrict, they don’t see why they can come and work and grab something meant for them, they seeit as
something we brought to help these people, children, orphans, they say there are enough form fours
here who don’t have a job, can't see how people from KoC. can come and work here. They said
nobody from our place went to Gwass to work for them, why should people from there come and take
the little that there is here. | tried to explain, | told them there is a quarry, rock mining, | sad for
example if you are the owner of the mine and you are looking for fundis who can mine the rocks, the
fundi who is the mogt skilled who can mine it, and someone ese who can clear the soil, if you are
looking for fundis and 50 fundis coming, you have to put them practicaly [i.e. test them], some people
can do 100 feet a day. If you are the owner of the business it wouldn't matter if he comes from
outsde” They understood it but still harped oniit.

3)Interview with G.’s elder brother. “From there | went to my brother, who is fairly well educated, a
form gx, and logt his job in a bank so came back to the village, stays there, knows much about the
village, he's a shop keeper. He presented me with a detailed analysis of the AIDS problem. Thisisa
more informed andysis. He tells me very little change has taken place, people till believe life is short
and brutish, it depends on God. If God wants to take your life today he will take it, nothing you can do
it. He sees sex like recregtion in the village, it's not what it isto many people like an expression of love,
it's recregtion, remains that. Says people live a purposdless life. If you're looking forward to something,
something coming, maybe like an exam you're sudying for, there's something to look forward to, but
in the village there is no hope, so it is extremdy difficult to take precautions, they just go and have sex
for immediate gratification. He says women have yet to interndize the issue of AIDS, they know it's
there, but he sees they don't bargain for condoms, it's dmost aman’s prerogative not to use condoms.
For some of them you try to use a condom but they don't trust you and they can as well cdl it off.

(Didn’'t get particulars). He says the indtitution of marriage is now dangerous, it's more dangerous to get
married than to day sngle. If you're single you take your own risks” G. garts taking about
Karachuonyo, large area, there are people who came to that far end of Karachuonyo to settle, they

have big communities, you cannot marry in the whole place. When you want to marry you rarely get to
marry a woman you have known. In most marriages you go and visit your aunt, and there are often a
flock of potentid suitors for you to talk to, wanting to marry you, but you don’'t know these women,

they might have been prodtitutes in their villages, and they might continue. He says there is a lot of

prostitution among married women.” | asked how the brother knows this. “He knows that when a
young man comes and buys some lcotion it's for some married woman. Compared to urban areas
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progtitution is so chegp in the village. For many of them, the husbands are away, the husbands are
gruggling in Nairobi, the little they send is not enough, sometimes for sx months they don't send
anything, the women are hard Wp. He said if you wanted a lady around here it's eesier to get a married
woman. He sad the lakeside, trading of fish, that’s the worst. The supply of fish is rarely enough.
Sometimes can get more fish in Nairobi than here, because the middle-men takeit. So for the traders,
epecidly the ones who trade in the smdl fish, there is not enough, so they get fish for sexud favors.” |
asked if they are married women. “These are married women too, most of the trading women are
married women. He sees sex as the only recregtion for the fisherman. | asked him about wife
inheritance. He said it’s something people don't like, it's shunned, but they do it dl the same, they do it
in secret, not really secret in avillage but they don’t want it to be known, they are dightly embarrassed
about it. They do it because there' s a demand for ritua sex, for example if the husband dies, there are
S0 many things she cannot do before she gets somebody to engage in rituad sex for her.  Therewas a
time when a grandfather ded, he had severd sons, some of whom well educated, jobs in the city, he
had two wives. The two wives completdly refused to be inherited, they were in their 60s At first one of
the sons wanted to build a house for the mother, “changing the house”, this cannot be done unless they
find someone to inherit the two women. So it was difficult, the sons themsdlves had to look for someone
to come and deep with their mothers. He told me about the existence of professiona inheritors, some
are abit odd (G. lifted one shoulder, bent his heed), they can’'t get wives of their own. . So an inherited
wife is easy sex, you can't get it from a respectable woman. Maybe she needs the sex for planting, to
build a house, the first crop of the green maize that has to be eaten, you have to have thisritud sex. He
thinks in this AIDS is just an after thought. They sometimes have to bribe the inheritors.  He
emphasized this the pressure of the customs. He himsdalf married about 32 under extreme pressure,
married a woman who just came to the village, befriended his mother, she boiled water ( etc),

impressed the parents, they said you must marry this lady, she became friends with my sger. His
brothers who followed had to get married. He said there was't anything he could do, even if you don't
believe in the traditions the family does, the younger brothers can't get married except if they keep the
wife in Nairobi, but she can't come to the village. She died of TB, she had gone away because the
marriage shaky, came back to de and be buried.” | asked if his brother wasn't worried about the wife
having AIDS, hesaid no, itwas TB. | said TB isamgor sgn of AIDS, G. looked like this was news to
him, but clearly didn't want to think that his brother might have been infected. “He married for the
second time just like that, out of hisown will. He didn’t know anything about her, she just cameto vist,
shehasakid.” “He said people are Chrigtians but they tick to their traditions. For him, he saysfor the
sake of AIDS, preventing it, you' d rather marry a progtitute who regularly uses a condom rather than an
innocent girl from the village because they are more at risk. He says schoolgirls are the most vulnerable,
schoolboys a so, because the older men go for them. (He clearly meant school girls, not boys).”

G. sad one of his respondents said “you go to girls of the age of 12-15, they are dways fresh , you can
go without a condom, but over 20 they have walked around too much. But he said that any girl who
shows sign of maturity is meet for teachers, teachers are the firgt to notice and do something about it.”
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Back to his brother, I think, atho this may be some mixture of the brother and G.’s own opinion: “In
the village this is aggravated by poverty and by cusoms. Girls (I think he means boys) haveto degp in
the simba, so parents don’'t have control of them so they fdl prey to peer pressure. They have some
freedom, and at that age they have heard about AIDS but don’t have the intdllect to digest it. It's not
enough to just tel people about transmission, needs a bit of digestion, so they are not yet understanding.
By the time they go to secondary, they dready have it, by the time they start thinking about preventing
themsdlves they dready have it. It's not from thar friends but from older men. It's hard to get young
girls if you're a young man, the older guys have more money. Poverty forces the girls to dip outsde
their parents control. Children are exposed more in the village than in the towns, since in towns more
likely to deep with their parents (i.e. at home), but in the village there are so any places you can med,
the simbas, the bushes, the boys houses act dmogt like brothels, that is the main thing that goes on
there” He conaults his notes again. “He (brother) says in the village the big issue is food, daly
aurvivd. AIDS is there but it's not a big ded. In towns it's a big ded because food is there. People
talk about it once in a while, but it's judt like “comic rdief”. He says there are various categories of
people who know about AIDS. A very small fraction knows it redly exists, and are ready to defy the
customs to protect themselves against AIDS. Then there are those for whom AIDS and chira are very
intertwined, they talk about someone breaking a taboo and then getting AIDS. And there are those who
believe ads is chira and you cannot convince them otherwise. And he says various factors that have
led to AIDS. The professond inheritors. People know it’s there but they find excuses,. They don't
want to see themsdves a risk, they see it as the other person’s disease, when it gets into the family the
close family hides it. Because of lack of medicd care (he actudly said Medicare) we rardy see the
throes of AIDS because of lack of medicare. . So it comes and kills off its victims quickly, but maybe if
we had care people would have a chance to see the disease at work, how it progresses. It makes short
of itsvictims. He aso pointed out professond inheritors are people who have lost hope, so if theré sa
ritua they have to do, someone who wants to build, the son wants to build, they go there, the woman
may be very sick, on her deathbed, but the old men may come up and say she hasn't been inherited,
what do we do, so there are professiona inheritors who will be paid a token and come and do it. (]
asked if it was redly a token, he said yes) They will say that this professond inheritor, if there was
AIDS, this one would be dead now, or they know someone is promiscuous but he hasn't died yet.”  G.
says they 4ill believe AIDS is a disease for those who move around too much, not something that
anybody can get. He thinks awareness is just fuding the myths, they need more than awareness, they
know it' s there, there need education, it's il clouded in mysery.

4) Tdked in bits and pieces to others, sad its dmost the same thing.  Recurrence of the statements
“‘these diseases that are coming to clear us, let it just clear us’ One guy said he would opt for an
arranged marriage, the aunt can find you a decent lady, that’s enough, you can't go and test her, that is
imposshle” G: people are afraid of tests because they are not very sure of their status (but he didn't
hear anyone say this).

5) Another bicycle guy, “he said people are redly scared of AIDS, they wak a little more carefully.”
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He advised G. “to go for the under 20s, said you don't have to use a condom for them, but for the
others you can. He said the best protection is to get married, you will just have your wife you won't
need anyone else. The single guys, none of them are abstaining, they are just going around. So &fter they
get married, they have their wives, they sop moving around. He complained about married men, they
are the ones who come and poach, they are the mgor problem for the sngle women, some of them
their wives have died, they are suspected of having died of these things, they are coming and moving
around with these smdl girls”

Brother: says the supply of condoms is very very erratic. A consgnment comes, they are distributed,
and you don’t see them again.

Someone told him there’'saway of avoiding AIDS, he's about 40, says go for the older women, those
who have children, not the young ones. He says you can know if the child has AIDS, rashes, hair, funny
color. So that is enough to monitor those who have AIDS in the village.

\

G. thinks only afew people have been helped by awareness.

K1500 for 2 days

500 + 300 for transport—200 RT

one on Saturday, one on Monday

Kanyango
S.O.
J. O.

S.N.O.

[girl iso.k. becaue “me tried her and she wouldn't]
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E. and | pretty much finish the PAA paper on husband/wfe responses.

The team returns from third day of traning. A lot of trouble with the chief and miji kumis The
supervisors met with them: they want the outsiders fired and replaced by their sons. R. sad that we
may have to fire some but that they indsted that they could not hire any more; P. sad tha they
compromised==they would neither hire nor fire, but the next time they would not hire from outside. |
sad to P. | was surprised that they knew the young men and women in the village so well that they
knew who was from outside, but P. says maybe the women they don't know so well, but their sons they
do. She pointed to D., and sad if he appeared they would know he wasn't from the village. She dso
sad she disgpproves of my having hired G. without an aptitude test. That was hard to explain to them,
and even she doesn't think it was the right thing to do.

Mesting:

F. is now running the meetings, dthough there is ill an amaosphere in which they are reporting to me
rather than discussing issues among themsdves. The issue of “foreign” interviewers came up and it
seems everything is o.k. The meeting was actualy among the team, the chief & mijikumis, and the
“village leaders’—.e. the loca head of KANU and his NDP counterpart. It was the latter, F. said, who
were the mogt troublesome.  The chief and miji-kumis understood that we could not hire any locd sons
at this point, after three days of training: the village leaders did not. F. dso prepared them from the fact
that some would not make the grade in training. F. aso repeated what P. said—that taking graduate G.
without an aptitude test caused them problems, and in any case | shouldn't have done it, not
professond. | said I'd be willing to fire him because he wasn't dl that good anyway, and commented
on his difficulty in undergtanding that | wanted to know what the people he interviewed said and did
themsalves, not G.’s view of the Stuation. E. commented that Form 4s were better than graduates,
who want to make things too interpretive; G. and T. took objection at the dur on graduates, | supported
E. (which probably was not wise). | urged them to make sure the interviewers are doing 3-4
interviews/day: in Gwass they did less than 2/day. 1 think it's hard for them to fed that I'm not
criticizing them on this, and to some extent they are right— think thereis alot of stting around in the
fiddd. The supervisors surely fed that just by being out there they are working hard, and they are; they
are not, however, very good a planning strategically—e.g. avoiding a village where they know thereisa
funerd, figuring out what markets a village goes to o it can be avoided. G. says that there is alarge
market here on Thursdays, people from dl the villages go.
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After dinner thereisa party: for F.” birthday, and afarewdl to L.. It didn’t start until 10 and was rather
subdued, though picked up kter. | went to bed shortly before 11, and then around 11:30 the Luos
went out, somewhere in the town. | think that there is less enthusasm for fiddwork among the
supervisors in Kenya 3. Kenya 1 was a chalenge: they didn’t have a lot of experience, ad the
standards were more rigorous than usud. In Kenya 2 they fet very professond and competent, and
enjoyed their mastery. Thistime, | think it feds more routine. And E. pointed out thet they are 6 years
older as well. Perhaps I’'m projecting, tho—| mysdf don't fed quite as inquigtive, like I'm learning as
much.

BMETHODSSAMPLE: Comparing m-k listssand E.’s. there are some couples in Kobado (Ist done by
M., then G.) who have nothing in STATA (not even the mae or femae ID numbers from the m-k list.).
| have dropped these, under the assumption that these were mistakes by the miji-kumis. We are dso
not looking for people not interviewed in K1/K2 because had no digible wife, even if the man was given
anumber.

Mesting:

B1-B7: if not interviewed before, find out where they have been since 1995 (K1)

MK S—L. B, T. K1, hewas against FP. Changed?

Wednesday Feb 23: E. said that M. M., with whom he's planning a study of Luo old folks wasn't so
keen on using our sample as the bess for their work. Earlier she had told me she didn’t want to go to
an area where there were Suba's, now she says that perhaps the respondents would have been
contaminated by being in our survey. It's another e.g. of how people redly don’'t want to use someone
es2's sample—-maybe it ssemslike usng their toothbrush.

Last night as we were having a drink at the bar before dinner, T. said she was looking forward to being
back in her own homein Nairobi. | definitely notice a decline in spirits, and it’s a good thing that we are
at the Hippo Buck—and that the next Ste is one they like, Mfangano, rather than, say, Gwass. Even tho
Mfangano isn't as luxurious, they can count the days until we' re back.

GOVERNANCE: Newspaper, the Nation, is full of stories having to do with corruption. Some are
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stories about the corruption itsalf, some are stories about charges brought against people for corruption.
It seems to be the story of the year—or at least these few months. L. on the TV: as head of the Civil
Service, he' s been charged with doing something about corruption. Today (Wed Feb 23,2000) : article
on Former Director of City Planning and Architecture who may face crimina prosecution for failing to
appear before an ingpection team (does't say why they want to see him, tho); 7 suspects charged in
court by the Kenya Anti Corrupton Authority: one is a principle lab andysyst withe Kenya Bureau of
Standards, another a supplies officer in the MOH, another a senior superintendent engineer to the M of
Roads and Public Works, . Four charged of falsely declaring that 7540 blankets delivered to the MOH
by a pharmaceutica co. had passed inspection. Op ed piece about secondary school head teachers
sdling places, and officids from Education minigtry forcing teachers to take students (children, friends,
friends of friends); editorid on the parallel degree program (can get into Universty without having to
have a bed there), disturbing in a no. of ways including “use of funds’; prominent Itr to editor about
corruption of MPs, Kitui County Council workers on strike for unpaid wages, the Council’ s treasurer is
accused of corruption; primary schools levying illegd fees and then expelling students who can't pay;
Medica Services Minister says corruption and mismanagement have crippled services at Kakamega
Provincid Gernerd Hospita;, inl. Theft of drugs by gaff; Homa Bay County Council hasn't remitted
union dues from its workers for 6 yrs, unions blame delay on misgppropriation of council funds by chief
offers who have been dready taken to court for embezzling Sh2.8m; Managers of didtrict hospita in
Siyaya reported to have stolen drugs worth 2.3m; an article on repairing of dikes and about tsetse fly
progframs in which MP claimed that vet officids had been able to account for K S500,000.

SAMPLE: | have gone over the miji-kumi list, comparing it with the sample ligs that E. made from
STATA, as we did in Owich. (E. did not know about the mk lists). In comparing the nmk lis for
Sibege and Stata, | find more errors than on the other lists—e.g. people repeated on the list, sometimes
w/numbers sometimes not. 1n K1, T. had said T. mentions that her miji-kumi was "againg us, he was
sure we were family planning” (check whether her village differs--m-k is P. S., 08). Maybe he fucked
up on purpose. We dso have problems in Kobado: where the first households on the mk list had
numbers for husbands and wives, and the rest only mae numbers. Even there, a lot of males Never
Interviewed. Thiswas M.’ village.

Many of those who were never interviewed were people who were sad to be living in
Nairobi/Mombasa etc by the mk. We aggressvely looked for these, and did find a few: the others
were surely out of the areain K1.  In making cover sheets, we decided not to do them for people who
had separated in K1 they are probably Hill away, and if they are not they will be picked up anyway if
the husband is interviewed.

INCOMES/PRICES:; Bus from Lwanda to Sori 60ks, from Sori to HB 80ks, Matatu Lwanda to
HB=150KS.
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H. O. from Gwass, the deaze-bag, comes to get the money: we had run out, so couldn’t pay him in full.
E. cadculaes the number of days (5 people for 14 days, 8 people for 16—t first she said 7 for 16, but
he caught her, she had forgotten G.—an indication that he had been counting dready). He then sad
“what about the watchman?’. E. said that F. had told her that the SDAs would cover the watchman,
and that H. himsdf had never brought it up in dl the discussions they had before leaving about payment,
so she couldn’t pay him. H. said “then what will we do?’, and E. said she had just given him more than
enough money to pay the cooks the 200ks they had been promised. H.'s assstant, the man | mostly
dedlt with, had told me KS150-200, and | passed that news on to the cooks. H. said they had initidly
agreed to pay the cooks KS100, then upped it to KS120. E. remained firm. | suggested that in
addition to the receipt that we got from H., we give him an accounting that he can show others, and put
on it that they are meant to pay the watchman and the cooks.

INT-SELECTION: A dismissed interviewer, P. A. O., comes to ask me to intervene; said he did well
intraining but F. told them they had to be dismissed as outsders. He desperately needs money and was
redly counting on it. | say that they were dismissed because not doing so well at training (even tho he
did get a 19/20 on the aptitude test), that | have a lot of trust in F. and the team. | acknowledged the
problems the chief was giving us, but said we had kept outsiders so it couldn’t be that.

FIELDWORK: The ladies come home first, saying good day but so few people were there: P. did 7, R.
5, don’'t know about T.. The men went to get the gifts. When they came back, G. sad his village,
Kolango, was just fine. He attributed it to aCBD R. O. (I think). There's a new trading center there,
and O. is the big man there, “so the miji-kumi’s plans were spoiled” (the mijikumi wanted R. to

discourage people)

| told F. that | had been over his budget estimates. The team al wanted to have separate rooms at the
Hippo Buck, and | had said that was fine if we had enough money, so | had been trying to get F. to
figureit out. Hisegdimateistha we will comein at $73,000, whichisok. | told thet to F., but said that
if he's underestimated, or forgotten expenses, the team may have to pay back from their per diem, and
he should warn them.

Meeeting: F. said one husband didn’t want to do the interview, but his wife said “Y ou have to do the
interview because | don't have sugar.” R. said when shefirg arrived a her village “the guys didn’t want
to talk because they had been told we hired outsiders, but they changed their minds because of the
gifts” They (guys) explained it was ok because outsiders weren't on the team in their village. G. sad
that one man wanted his wife to go and get water, she responded emphaticdly “1 am not going, | am
being interviewed’: R. said the phrase she used was dmost crude, and R. thinks this woman had the
characteristics to be a ®cret user. R. ds0 sad that ether the mijikumi or the chief had sad that “‘if
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those people come, if they don't have anything tangible, don't talk to them.”*. R. said “I think they are
bored with us” They dl agree that it would have been impossible to come again without gifts. A bit of
discusson about Gwass, following from report of H.'s vigt to get money—F. said he did say that we
would give the watchman “something smal”, nothing like the 100ks a night that H. had sad he
promised. F. said le certainly doesv't want to stay there again if we do another round. R. says she
thinks there is a Catholic 2ndary boarding schoal in G.'s Ste where we might say—G. said yes, it's Our
Lady of Orore. And R. dso said once we were going to stay a the misson in Tonga but they had
vigitors. Too bad F. didn't think of these earlier. They dl complain about the hest, the dust—in Gwass
it was hot but not so dusty. And a lot of people not there. P. said interviewers doing dl right, though
one of hers, a mae, on F1 the R had O networks, so he put in a 0 for dl the nw quegtions. R. said a
femde interviewer of hers skipped four pages, said she “got confused’; R. gave her a sern warning.
Everybody seems very tired. | go to bed about 9:30, but when I’'m ready to go to deep | redize that
I’ve been hearing water gurgling—at first thot it was a neighbor’s shower, but it had gone on too long. |
get up to find D., who comes and fixesiit, but | find him around the bar with the supervisors, dl laughing
and talking. P. saysmy interviewer G. NyA.h, isin her village and that he' smarried , with small twins (I
had assumed he was single and he didn't correct me). She asked him how he could get married and
have children without ajob, he said that “we manage somehow”, his father helps him.

SAMPLE: We have not followed women who were consdered barren by the mijikumis, unless they
had been found in K1 to not be barren and we interviewed them. But we are following women who
have now passed cb age, if they were interviewed before. Also, re names. on B21, when they list
names of family members, they rarely have the same last name.

Thursday Feb 24

Very hot lagt night, dmost too hot to deep. And both M. and C. said they had been bitten by
mosguitos lagt night.

They decided to give flour, sugar and soap here. Explained that in Gwass people had enough flour, but
here they don'’t.

Checking the firgt batch of questionnaires: |st days should be checked more stringently, in order to make
sure the inconsgtencies are “red” and not interviewer error.  Once they are on the ball, can accpt
inconsgtencies.

T.—good checking —caught awoman who overused pill and injection dso currently using both, a mistake
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that was erased

Mesting:
Quedtionnaires:
Quarrying is “works for someone elsg’.

If R saysrisk low becaue “limited partners’, we assume that she used to have many and now has few,
and if she says risk high because “does not use condoms’, we aso assume that she is talking about
hersdlf, not her husband.

F19

G. NyA.

Came with a great ded of enthusasm and a packed notebook. He started off by listing the people he
had talked with, and then his generd opinion: they have thrown up their hands,

He talked, | nodded and exclamed and typed. Mogt of the following is verbatim, dthough in a few
places | left out the musak words, places where he started a thought and then went back to another
one.

CBD: M. Sna O., dderly lady, “custodian of the Luo traditions” “I went up to her and just visited,
she's ardative. | ae a bit, [something] and sweet potatoes, we engaged in chit chat. She was going
somewhere, she's a TBA, she had a client there and both left, so | gave her a push [waked with her],
she waks dowly, and she reminded me that | was recently married, | came back to build a house but
my elder bro has't built.” Turns out that his brother whose wife died had to build another house for the
new wife; the house he l€ft is supposed to be torn down . But G. moved in. However, G. explained, he
is srictly forbidden from having sexua contact in that house, if he does it might affect the children. His
mother told him that the first day he came back, and Mama S.ina told him aso. “She [S.nd] repesated
the dangers of that and gave a practica example of a cousn and an uncle who suffered because of that”.
There's a cousn who he is dill living in the father’s compound.  The father, an elderly respected man,
died, and the mother refused to be inherited, she'sin her 70s.  “So in Luo terms she has |eft that home,
S0 it's a neglected housg, it's not considered a home as such because no ritual sex. This cousin had a
wife who came around, he went to deep with the wife there, and maybe had sex in that house which
was forbidden. The uncle [I suppose the uncle should have inherited the wife] died very suddenly of
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maaria dthough he was a very strong man, and then the cousin went to Kisumu, he's a builder. She
[Sng] isa TBA and has gone thru training in modern things, so she knows very well that AIDS exigts
and dso chira exigs. [The point was that S.na, who could easily recognize AIDS, is clear that thisis
chira. ] “Another Sde story : two of S.ina's sons have died, and a daughter in law, they died with dmost
classica cases of AIDS. She said people say the sons died of AIDS but she says she knows, and she
traced the origins of his degth. One of the sons used to live in Oyugis, had a little store, used to come
back home every week, S.na didn’'t know but found out that he had inherited a wife and used to come
back and deep with her secretly. Now the bad part of it was that his wife was pregnant, and tradition
doesn't dlow you to degp with someone ese when the wife is pregnant, the wife will get Sck and the
baby will get Sck. And the woman he was inheriting was aso pregnant, so the taboo converged and
the son and wife died a very painful desth of AIDS.” | asked “AIDS?"  “Yes, | would say it's AIDS.
But Snasad it was chira. Thewife, before she died gave birth to asmal boy, was 4 months when the
mother died, he was emaciated, but S.na has managed to nurse him, now he's dmost 3 and he's
hedlthy, she uses that as proof that the son didn't die of AIDS. The inherited woman died, and then the
man who inherited her earlier dso died.” Then Sina taked about G.’s family, tdling him thingsthat G's
dad doesn’'t even know. G.’s grandmother died in ‘92, diarrheaing, she was very old, and diarrheaing
has come to be associated with AID. “S.na pointed to the absurdity of the grandmother dying of

AIDS.” Shethen tells G. the secret. It turns out the grandfather had migrated here, the wife remained
in the home place, “at that place they were cultivating amost the whole homestead”, but Sna said “this
is extremely dangerous, this manner of cultivation, Sna s father had taught her that. Y ou can cultivate
some of the homestead but not close up to the house. S.na thinks thet it is this that killed the
grandmother.” “S.na says yes, the condoms are in demand, especidly by the younger generation. A

few married men collect it but use it for FP, women modtly get pills. A few young schoolgirls aso
collect condoms. Wives sometimes collect but sometimes in collaboration w/husband for FP.”  G.

asked her does she see any change, “she said she doesn't see dhanges in the way people behave
sexudly and al that. Then she says ‘' Sex will never stop, it used to be practiced in the age old days,

people will never sop themsdves from having sex. She sad ok. you can't gratify yoursdf by
masturbation’ —they had probably been taught that in training but she disagrees. She said in the old days
digressing was there, but not at the rate of now, especidly among the youth. Sex these days, she said,
has become so widespread, during that time it was a bit more controlled, chastity was appreciated.” “I

aso asked her why she thinks women can sometimes siray, she told me about the possible decline of

performance of the spouse and monetary assistance aso plays arole. And maybe because the husbhand
has other mistresse,s she’' s motivated to do the same. Also absentee husbands, which is quite common”

She sad this [women draying] isT't a very drong factor, only among women who are not having

children, maybe the children have grown up, but among women who are breastfeeding and taking care
of children they have enough to keep them busy. G thinks she was trying to reassure him because he has
awife who's nurang. She sad “people know very wdl that AIDS exigts, but they lose control. She
advocates the condom, says it works \ery well, but she said people lose control, they are in a hurry,
they are redly excited, they just lose their mind, and they cannot control themselves, so that’s why they
don't use. | asked her whether people go for premarital test, she doesn't know a case of someone
testing the wife.” He checks his notes, “I forgot: | was reading the list of why wife' s digress. She told me
another interesting thing. She says a woman can go with another man when not having children she can
go to get a child from the other man. Or if they are only having girls she may go out to get aboy. She
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aso told a case of awoman who came to her, a married woman having an affair w/a married man, S.
told me about the level of their appetites. The woman used to go to this man in the am., then in the
afternoon for a couple of hrs, 3x a day. Sinatold the woman ‘you are spending so much time with this
man, how do you think he satisfies his own wife? The woman answered ‘it's up to her, it's her own

problem.” She aso gave me a case of some people who have tried to control themsalves, it's an

interesting case. 1t's aman who was amost dying, symptoms of AIDS, he's young, came to ask her for
advice, she's knowledgeable. His dder wife had left the home, a wife can just leave and go and

progtitute hersdlf, [he used a Luo word which | think means leave], she can work but it's assumed she's
progtituting. This wife is later brought home with obvious symptoms of AIDS. She's very Sck, she's
the firs wife, who is normaly very powerful in the house, if she refusesto givein to ritud sex so many
things stop. So this woman is brought [home] by the in-laws. He [her husband] had taken a second
wife. So she comes back, bascdly on her death bed, dmost dying. This man [the husband] has to
move out from the compound, it was time for him to move out from the compound but she is too sick,
aso emotiondly upset, she might refuse ritual sex. S.na advised him to go and take care of her in the
hope that maybe the Ist wife would give in. After she [the |st wife] had left, the house went down

[collapsed], now he has to build a house there before he can move out of the compound. So they built a
ansdl house for her, kayomba, or akumba, you build it an ddeegp with your wife, you must have sex to
make it a house. He was caring and eventudly she gave in, Sna gave him 4 condoms, the woman

agreed, they moved to another homestead, and again built asmall house for the Ist wife. Four days later
she died happy.” | asked whether he actually used the condom, he said  S.na knows he used the
condom. “The man [husband] was caught between fulfilling the traditions and his worry, so he went to
S.na because she's a bit knowledgeable” G. said “S.na was worried about my own predicament, she
knows | can't do it [have sex with his wife], it's a bit difficult. I'm a modern man, I'm fairly Chridtian,
fairly scientific, but my mother warned me againdt it, Sna aso, my wife knowsiit too, so | have managed
to keep off. S.na asked him how would he do [i.e. manage without sex] , | said o.k., | would just take
his wife briefly back to Nairobi.” [i.e. it's 0.k. to have sex with her but not in that borrowed house].

“Sna worried that | could sray very easly. | told her fing, | think it's common women haven't

accepted condoms, they cannot suggest it. S.na said men could use condoms without the woman

knowing, he can trick her, pretend you are going to the bathroom and put the condom on secretly if they
refuse” [l think here Sina was giving G. advice should he gtray, tho I'm not sure if she meant the secret
use of condom with the girlfriend or the wife-I assume the girlfriend.” G. recalls that when she talked
about masturbation she gave a biblicd judtification, “corinthians or where?”  “1 adso asked her about
these cases where things are tough, tradition has to be done, she said you have to collect someone from
the late. | asked her about notorious womanizers, do they come for condoms, she said very few come.
She dso told me about someone who died before being inherited, but ritual has to be performed, they
go the lakeside and pick someone, they give him a cow or something, S.na said the man came, he put
on two condoms, he did it and left.”  Consults his notes. “Something interesting again. S.natold me,
that even if you catch your wife red-handed with another man it is taboo to disturb them, you just left
them be, because if you gtart a war someone can get killed, you stay away, just leave them like that.
And you can't beat up the wife because the guilt is enough to keep the wife away. [She probably sees
the husband discovering her]. Just Say, don't even let her think you're angry.”
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2) “1 was in market, overheard a professona inheritor, mbomb, even with a corpse, he'll do it, he'll
finish those things. HE' s very political, noisy, | think his head is a bit loose. | managed to corner him and
tak to him, but it not easy to have a sane conversation with him. | asked him how are things in the
village, he dtarted on politics, new mp, eection promises can’'t be fulfilled, wondering if he can be
redected. And somebody grooming himsdlf to take over. So | asked him what about AIDS. He says
that's ‘it's women who give us AIDS,” he said ‘the woman is dlittering’” G. tried to describe igt as
oiled, shiny. *“you see women like that and you are so tempted, when you have seen that you just lose
control, there's nothing you can do’. So | asked him what about mpira, [condoms| he said ‘ah, this
thing, it helps, you can useit. But | asked him if he used it he said ‘we cant find it’.

3) G was a a bicycle parking place, men were just Stting there talking, they know everything, so- and
so- is degping with who, who is seducing someone, where. They know who are notorious for begting
up people. For example our neighbors ae K., he said ‘those people are bad, if they think you are
seducing their wife they will beat you up.’” | asked if they gave an example, G. sad yes, “They taked
about someone beating up someone who was seducing awife. 1t's one of these people | am cultivating.
The first day | went | just bought for those around. So the same people when | go back I'm a hero.
Drinking brings people together, there' s no difference any more, classes don’'t matter. This man aso
happens to be a paliticd activist.” | asked if they wondered how he got money to buy beer, but he said
they didn't ask, just took the beer. This man who he was taking to “is a boastful man, JokanA.,
boagtful, | am aware of that” He then tells a story about that man having been asked to bring him a
message from the KANU councillor, a woman, about a possble job, but the man didn't bring the
message. G istold by others that on the outsde this man is friendly but dso taks about his family
behind his back. “He thinks he knows it al, but maybe he is jedlous of higher education. Word went
around that somehow | am working for you. So in the baraza he asked ‘is it only people from NyA.
that are intelligent enough? . So yesterday | wanted to make him fed great, he doesn't drink, maybe to
buy him sodas. So | dtarted taking with him about the councillor, and he had a story about what
happened. So | tel him ‘but can | go and see the councillor again, | said maybe if you go, it'sonly if you
go with me, you know these things. Like | was logt without knowing anything. He was supposed to
come yesterday but didn't, I’ll go back and get some gossip about the village.”

4) Changaa Brewer J. K.. “I just went there started drinking and left some of my change there. |

started the conversation but there were so many peopl€e’, G said he' d come back and he did, but didn’t
have so much time. “He's married himsdlf, | asked him how are things in the village. | drank in two
places. The Ig there's a man there with some very beautiful daughters. One of the daughtersis having
beer, she's amiling, | wanted to try to tune her, was Singing praises to her, thereé salot of interest in her.
Then | go back to J.’, | ask about the ladies around, what about that |ady [the one in the other place] ,
he says ‘you don't have to use a condom, she's o.k., the younger sister is even more ok., she's
standard 8, maybe 13. He said of the older one ‘she’s clean, she's not been staying around so much,
her movements are 0.k., you go ahead, you don't have to use a condom.’” [later it turns out he means
she’s not been leaving the areamuch]. “ | asked but how do you make sure your wife doesn't stray?
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He says ‘you take good care of her, but you have to balance very carefully, if she becomes too beautiful

she becomes too éttractive to other men, so you have to baance, you never know other men.” He says
‘you can take of your wife, but her sexud appetites may go up so if you aren't up to thejob you'll bein
trouble’ He said ‘you must be every day to work [i.e. sex] every day, every day every day, minimum
two rounds a night, if you feed her very well, to make sure she doesn't stray.” | asked him *but what if

your wife strays? . He says it's not grounds for divorce. Saysfirs it's impossible to use a condom.

Sad there's nothing you can do about your wife, you can chase her away but she'll come back.” G.
said “Nobody tells you about pangas, chasing her.” “He said ‘fine I'll talk to her and give her two
options. Y ou're now a woman you should siop moving, or you're a girl and you want to continue.” It's
suspected that when you are single you'll philander. He said ‘it depends on the answer she givesyou.’ |

sad what if she doesn't op? Again, he's helpful. [G. explainstha “In Luoland it’s so difficult to end a
marriage, once $€'s come there and given birth to children she remains your wife even if she goes
somewhere dse and gives birth to children with another man, the first man who married her is her
husband, and she can eventudly come back with dl those children and as a man you're expected to
treat her with respect.] “Theré's an uncle of mine , the wife disappeared for many years, went to
Tanzania, they tried to bring her back and couldn’t, even my dad went to look for her, eventualy they
went to a witch doctor and caled her back, and she came back.” | asked if he meant the witchcraft
worked? “I don’'t know if it worked but she came back. She had a teenage son and severd others, you
discover there' s another line. But she was welcomed back into the family, she had to be welcomed
back, the sons indgted. To them there is very little you can do if your mother is not there, it's ok. if

she' s dead, but when she's out there, you don't know where sheiis, thereislittle that you can do. They
brought her back, they built a house. The man [her husband] doesn't like it so much, but the elders will
force you. And you must fulfill tradition.” Back to J.: “He said *faithfulness depends on peopl€’ s blood,
some people have blood that they cannot be faithful.’”

4) Overheard at shoemakers. the shoemaker was taking about a man who refused to come home, the
wives died, Ist, 2 3, the man lives in Nairobi, he refused to come back. They called him in Nairobi,
they got the man on the phone but he said ‘I'll look for him’, so Sster shouted into the phone [calling his
name], she had traditiond medicine in her mouth.. G. sold everything and dashed home with a bag.

The first wife died after 2 years, second after 39, third after 2, dl had classical symptoms of AIDS but
no one mentioned it.”

5) Went to talk to a private practitoner, but he wasn't there. But found a nurse, C., the mother of a
teenage boy. She didn’'t know him, but recognized his family. She's the mother of 3, a second wife of
a husband working away from home. “I started asking her about AIDS. They have condoms there,
Trust condoms which are 10bob, that is expensive compared to free onesin the village. She said they
sl them but she's been there for 3 months and ‘a whole packet is not gone.” | eventudly asked her, |
taked generdly, eventudly | ask her why would a woman stray, she absolutely refused to tell me, from
my own interpretation she has strayed before. She asked me back, why would a man sray. | had
asked her alot of things, but there she stopped. She’s amarried woman, 2™ wife, he works in Nairobi,
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ghe said the hushand come home frequently, maybe after 2 months, to her that was frequently [G.
clearly didn’'t agreg] and there are two wives. | asked ‘But how can you protect yoursdf? She says
‘fine, you St down and talk with your husband, you talk to him when heis happy’. | wastaking to her
about polygamous marriage before | knew she was polygamous, she told me ‘it s risky because the risk
comes from severd places” | asked ‘but what if you have evidence that your cowife is straying and
maybe straying where you know it isrisky? But she was helpless, nothing she could do. She said ‘but
what can you do, there is nothing you can do’, thisis awoman with ateenage son. | said ‘you can't do
anything or you know what you could do but you're afraid? ‘It's difficult’, she said, ‘to tak about a
condom, he will jump up, he may beat me’ And she said the same thing about telling him about the
cowife, he could jump up and beat up her, you know in sich a marriage the peace is so ddlicate. |
asked her if she used FP, she said she has naturaly managed to give birth to only 3, onein Form 1, she
managed to plan them by breast-feeding for along time. But had injection for stopping. Said condom
in marriage out of the question.  “Helpless in the face of an amorous husband”. “She's something like
anurse, said people don’'t have any idea how to use a condom, they have heard about it, so they have
to practicdly demonstrate how to use a condom. She adso said people are suspicious about the
condom, so many have not accepted it There are young men especidly, school leavers, who come to be
taught about condoms. | dso wanted to gauge about how strongly she felt about tradition, she sad
‘theré sno way out.” It's something they are happy about, they must do it to protect their children,
even with someone who is dightly crazy when they can't get someone who is decent to do it.

G. said people don't redlly want to talk about AIDS unless you press them. He described it asif you
were saying “*ah ten fliesdied in thissoup’, it will make them fed bad and spail the gppetite. The same
way they don't want to talk about it, it's too red, | think it's a denid, it's psychologica, to protect
yoursdlf, they want to deny it, they want to cdl it o many things. For example afriend of mine, the one |
went to pick to go to the beer-drinking place, it was so difficult to interview him about AIDS. At firg he
sad he didn't want to bdieve it, but then he sad it's there. | think it's too true, even in my
conversations, | raised the subject with someone who said *Ah forget about that, let’s not talk about
that.

5) “I ds0 managed in the changaa place to tak with a former policeman, ‘Odhiambo soldier’

[apparently a common nickname for former policemen] a bit of a drunk but from what | gather an
intelligent man. The smiling lady was there, we taked about her, he said “Ah, when | drink in a ber |
don't dlow awoman to serve me, that’s how | protect mysdf’, he takes his own beer from the counter.
He says if you have to do it, if you can’'t control yoursdf, Durex is the perfect solution, it works very
well. Or Trust condom. But he says the government kind doesn’'t work, it's too risky. He does use a
condom when he strays.” G. turns the conversation to wives. “He says ‘fine, you get married, tak to
your wife, but there's alimit to how much you can restrain the movements of your wife” He sad if she
doesthat hewould insgst on atest. He aso says ‘if you can gtick to religion it might be a solution to this,
because once you are saved there' s maybe divine intervention that can influence your behavior.” He
sad ‘AIDS came from abroad, it's killing even whites, killing even highly educated people, so there's

Notes by Susan Watkins



Kenya Diffusion and I deation Change Project Field Notes (Journal), Jan-Mar, Kenya 3

little you can do in Africa’ He aso talked about M. J.. He said ‘there’ s some medicine, but the white
man has decided not to give it to us,’ he points out how long M. has lived, says ‘the rich can do it but
AIDS is not a disease for the poor.” He says ‘these are the Sgns of the end of time, this thing was
foretold by the Bible and everything told by God will come to pass’ Something about a stone that is
coming to hit the earth, he connectsit with that, something that has come to destroy people.

Later, when we had finished, | asked G. to find out more what men said when they talked about judging
the movements of women they want to deep with: just what do they look for? He then remembered that
when he was taking with J. about that beautiful daughter, “J. told me *this lady she's not been around,
she just came back, and no one of the villagers has anything yet, because she's gone away and come
back only there afew days that was agood sign.”” | asked G. to explain this: what it meansis that when
the girl, who lives here, |eft, she was only away for afew days, which means gpparently that she was't
fooling around. .

6) Then got the clinica officer, wanted the STD figures, he's Ogoy. “He was a bit sharp.” He had a
cient, G sad he wanted to chat with him, he asked ‘why, who do you represent? G explained he was
doing it for someone dse, he said who, G explained Prof. from U of P. “Him, he had a lot to tell

because he's been trained as an HIV counsdor, he has a project with the MOH, STls, they supply
governmentt drugs, very very good drugs, so he's fairly knowledgeable about that. | asked him about
prevaence of STDs. | asked generdly firgt, he said ‘things are bad, people are doing nothing, they are
denying’. Then | asked about levels. He said he sees about 10 cases in a month, but he said the
magjority go to quacks, he sees that as a very serous problem because are using procaine oil to treat
stds, and according to him they don't work. They go [to quacks] because they are shy, they ae
ashamed. Only a smal number that is not ashamed. So couldn’'t give him estimates. He even knows
cases out there but they don't come. But he said it's mostly single young men, 13-40, and afew small
children maybe got it from mother in pregnancy. He seesit normaly when the wife comes for dinic. He
says it takes longer for women to learn, sometimes they bring a child there. He says ‘most condoms
collected by school leavers, they are normaly the ones who use condoms, or learned people, teachers,
but the others don’'t.” But he distributes Trust. He said ‘very few married men pick them, and it's for
FP, and the women who pick say it'sfor FP.” He says most of the people who get condoms from him
use it because of the cost, but if just out in a digpenser people might just take it because it's free, you
keep it but you don't use. He's quite experienced, in govt for about 15 years, a privateer for 6 years. |
asked him about straying: he says *50% of married men stray’. Said for women it's even worse, women
cheat more than their husbands. Said ‘ Sadly, women haven't taken the issue of AlIDs serioudy, they are
aware but don't take it serioudy.” He said women gladly get inherited, none talk about the need to
protect themsdaves. He says few people come to ask him about AIDS, they don’'t come. | asked him
why women move out, he said for commercid purposes, husband's avay. Then after that | asked him
about solutions, what can we do now? | suggested the only effective way is not people from outside but
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use the loca system, don’t go to chief, go to Okombo, a respectable elder, some of them so bound to
tradition, but if you bring an expert, a doctor, someone they know, to tell them point blank and ask them
what should be done. He said * people don’t want to talk about it, even him himsdf can get aforum but
even if he did people will shun him, ‘it's gossip, if you talk about AIDS and symptomsiit is like you're
pointing a finger & them, because they have relatives who died, they will say ‘death has aways been
there, do you think you won't die yoursdf? . He showed me a poster, where it says ‘talk to your family
about AIDS, they are under a tree or shed, he says ‘until it comes to a point where people can st
down and talk like that about AIDS it's going to be dfficult, it's going to continue killing people” He
says ‘sadly, maybe a man dies there, or even a woman dies and it's a classcal example of AIDS and
there is an old man who says ‘ you want the wife of your brother to go that way? [i.e. to suffer from not
being inherited], an ederly man will come and persuade you.”

7) G. talks about a proverb he heard when he left here last time: he got a haircut, the woman sterilized
the razor with dcohol, sad AIDS couldn't survive. G. said what es2? [i.e. how ese can you protect
yoursdf if it's sex]. She said *You have to take care of yourself, when a cow dies with grass in its
mouth/eating” . | asked G. what this meant, he had a hard time explaining, then said he thinks it means
that the cow dies happy, doing what it likes best. That proverb recurrent in most of the talks, he said.

8) He took another bicycle taxi today, asked the driver how were things in the village, “he jumps into
politics. So later | asked him about AIDS, he said he'samarried man. Hesad ‘ahit'skillingus, G.
sad ‘what about those who are married? He said “You can't use a condom in marriage what will your
wifethink? Thiswas a brief ride, so | asked him ‘what about the wife cheating? He said ‘what can
you do, she has married and come to the village'. He [driver] says “Men are helpless too, the women
have established themselves in the home, they have rights, their children are there. So men too are
helpless” | tdl him but it's men who stray more. He says ‘o.k., laughs, ‘wedoit’, he says‘it's men.
Even if you go and talk to someone s wife, it's men who gart, the women can never come, so you take
the blame, except may be for progtitutes but there dso, it’'s the man that comes” He said ‘if this thing

killsusit’sgoing to kill us anyway.’

At the end, | ask G. to see whether he can learn what people are doing, no matter how smdl. He said
“Everybody is saying you have to be careful, they say watch your movements.”

Entering in ACCESS, | noticed that M517 wouldn't answer the persond risk question. Said it is
difficult to know, he probably has it 0 it's a very difficult question.” An eg. of difficulties doing a
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urvey a atimelikethis.

Team driftsto dinner, but F. and G. have gone to town. M. had gone out with T., sad it is very hot and
very dusty, and the hill that was talked about in T.'s Ste was itty bitty. But she got good pictures,
including two women who were taking very intently, there were some men nearby who while she was
taking pictures were shouting a the women saying they ought to charge for the pictures, she (M.) would
make money from them they ought to get some of it. And sad T. had a man who stole back his
questionnaire. At dinner | asked T. about it, she said “let me eat firgt, I'm so hungry. “ As we were
chatting | asked whether they had heard of men refusng to inherit: T. sad yes, the interviewer J’s
gster- in- law, “no one would inherit her.” | asked if he died of AIDS, T. said yes, then P. interjected

“suspected.”

FELDWORK/QUESTIONNAIRE: So after dinner the story: “1 went to the village with M., we
waked for along long time to my hill, M. was very surprised a it. We interviewed a husband and
wife, the cover sheets said they hadn’t been interviewed before, ask B1-B7, but they had been
interviewed. B. did the interview lagt time and he remembered. | couldn’t remember where they had
been interviewed in K1, but in K2 the man was interviewed in his shamba and the woman in the house,
| remember. Then they left, and found A., who was upset because her respondent had taken the
guestionaire. He said ‘two hours is too long just to be given sugar and sdlt, | have enough of them’ (he
has asmdl hotel). He said ‘this research is usdess, you can't be asking what we own, you should offer
a olution like Bamako and CARE. If you want family planning you should be straightforward about
that, if you want AIDS you should be straightforward about that.” He was not happy. Also, it was a
woman's questionnaire with a man’'s cover-sheet, he sad ‘why not a man's questionnaire.’” | asked
what T. did. Shesad “*I listened to him talk, | introduced mysdf, my dad’sname He said ‘Ah, you're
A.sdaughter? [T.'s dad was ateacher]. He said he would give back the questionnaire for two litres
of soda” T sad she didn't have any money so she just looked a him. Then he said ‘well one litre of
soda’ | il just looked. Then he said o.k. because now he knows my dad and aso the family of the
interviewer, he said ‘at least it's not an outsider.” Judt as this was being settled his uncle came in and
sarted saying ‘you should cooperate, these are government people’ The R shouted back that ‘this is
my house, | candowhat | want init”” T. sad “I left and they were till shouting. The respondent said
to hisuncle ‘you just know how to daughter cows not anything dse’ The uncle said ‘no, | can daughter
cows but | have abit more wisdom than that.’” T. said that it was redly the fault of the interviewer, she
was about to fire her; she should have just reached in her bag to get another cover sheet—"you have
questionnaires for people living in Nairobi who you're sure not to find.” The interviewer had changed
the questions to wording for men, but then on A24, what are you most worried about getting AIDS, she
read off husband r/t wife, he was too quick for her, and he got mad.

T. dso sad she had her fird refusd today, first in any of her villages. But an interviewer knows the man
and will go back. “The man was seated with two of his friends and probably just didn’t want to be
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bothered.” | asked T. whether women are easier than men, she said “women are easer to put down
and gart.”  She thinks there are more zero nwps. . | said | can't tell yet, but we andyzed the Gwass
data today, and there are fewer than last time. | aso said we tried to seeif any interviewers consstently
got Onws, but they didn’t. T. said she was suspicious of B. Y., he had alot of “same as’, she thinks he
might have jud filled it in.

They come out to the banda for mesting, dl but R. and E.. We go over a few things, | say that we
don’'t have to have a meeting every night. F. says the reason they want a meeting is that he explained to
them that if we go over budget they may have to pay back out of their per diem for the single rooms
they have, and they weren't happy about it. | said it was just an issue of budget, | thought they should
know and make a decison, that wanted everyone to have a single room, | have one because | smoke
and snore. P. said ‘that’s just it, who knows how other people deep’. They thought Gwass was
enough, and they’ |l have to double up in Mfangano too. But they are very unwilling to risk turning back
per diem. T. sad she was “very tightly budgeted” and couldn’'t give back even KS1000, she would
rather know now if we will be over budget so they could find other accommodations. | said | wanted
them to be able to make a decison, but it was very hard to know ahead of time. F.” estimates look
right to me, but we had a cushion and now we don't, and we can't tell what will hgppen. Therewas a
bit of back and forth, with them wanting to know now if there would be a problem later, and my saying
we can't know, maybe it won't happen. | dso said that M. was not coming out of the project, her
father was paying for her (they didn't raise this, but | think they thought about it). | didn’t think to tell
them that G. is dso off-project, or a least that he's not earning v. much. | then asked where else might
we save if it comes to that—what about going and coming re Mfangano in canoes rather than the priest’s
boat. A discussion about that, T. not happy, but then everyone remembered that we came back in
canoes once, but F. said that this time we would bring back the mattresses in case there's another
project. | sad that if we could finish a day ahead we would have a cushion, and that | think we could,
they were doing very well (2 interviews for each interviewer today). They started talking about that. |
asked if they could have the interviewers do more interviewers early and late. They are aready getting
some to do early interviews, but then ploughing interrupts. And after 7 it's hard because the house gets
full, children are there, dinner, it's hard to interview someone privatdy. And theré sno light. | think they
ended up feding that they can stay in their rooms and we can manage.

Friday Feb 25:

Inconsstencies are important, Snce it's in figuring them out that one gets @) a sense of the qudity of the
data—checking if there are interviewer errors and 2) A sense of the way people perceive the survey or
percaive the world, eg. where ther threat redly isfrom.
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Eg F822 asked husband to use, he said no, she says nogt using because “fear of s&'s'—her own
fears or her husband’ s?

Note that Altho in K1 we thought we had matched couples properly, we found some problems in K2,
and there are even afew left in K3.

It's been very hot, Sarting in late morning, dthough it gets cool late a night (after midnight, | think), and
the early mornings are quite nice. This afternoon there's a strong wind and gray clouds, so perhaps the
rainy season will start soon.

P. comes back, says a lot of separations in her village, sometimes because the man has died. She
wondered about thet, she and F. talked abouit it a lunch. She thinks that if the man was a farmer and
dies, the woman can keep on farming. Here, however, a lot of men work in quarries that are mae
dominated, so when the man dies there is no income and the woman has to leave. | asked whether
when there is a separation and the man is Hill living, it is because the woman leaves or the man chases
her (the wife has aright to remain). P. thinks that he doesn't chase her, but just neglects her—*he doesn't
give her money for sogp and she gets the message.”

WEe're taking at the bar before dinner. D., the manager, asks P. what they do in the fidd. She
describes it a bit, he asks how long it takes, she says sometimes 2 hours, He's amazed, he wouldn't Sit
dill for that. She says she thinks alot of them like it, not mjuch happens there, the team being there is
the most exciting thing that’s happened in ayear. And she explainsit’s not that the questionnaire is that
long, it's tha “in between the woman taks, or she is cooking, or the baby cries’. R. sad shehad a
respondent today, a teacher, who said he would only talk in English. P. went on to say to me that she
redly likes fidldwork, “you sort of look at the world from their perspective, | find it very interesting.”
She describes the people in the fidld as having no ambitions, “just waiting for the next med, not enjoying
the trids and the tribulations of chalenges’, but they are happy, they know only ugdi and don't want
bread. | sad | think that isn't quite right—a lot of them are very ambitious for the children to go to
secondary school.  She said she thought that part of that was fashion, that other people's kids in
secondary school have school tshirts, they want their kids to have one too. She tells the story of an
“other femde relative’” of her who wanted to drop out of school after primary, the reatives redly
pressured her they said “just go through secondary so you can be counted.” She sat in today on an
interview with a man who's an invdid, he just goes out and basks and then back in the house, she found
him fascinaing, he talked throughout the questionnaire as if he were tdling things to his grandchildren.
He's crippled ( broken rib/hip or something), hasn't been to the hospital, doesn’'t complain about pain,
just enjoysthings. Though he did say, when answering the question on is it judtified to divorce your wife
if shefightsyou, that “When | was a man a woman wouldn't touch me, but now they can kick me....”.
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But P. said hewas 4till exerting alot of control.

AIDS/'STRATEGIES. G. comes up after dinner with a story. One of his respondents has been
widowed for sx months and has refused to be inherited. She is under a lot of pressure from her
husband’s brothers and co-wives, “who are arguing hat she is spoiling the home.” She's going to
church to show them that she's a good woman, “but even there people are gossping. Only the pastor
understands, but he can't do anything.” She told G. that wants us to put in our report tha the
government should protect women from being inherited.” | asked G. if she was ressting inheritance
specificaly because of AIDS, he said “Oh yes, definitdly.” One of the would-be inheritors wanted to
give blood to show he was 0.k., she said he could be tested. But then she thought that even if he was
negative, he could have been infected a few days later, he could till get it. She asked M. to marry one
of her sons so “she could ship cows to America” | asked G. to go back tomorrow and learn more.
He did, but not so much: said the widow was objecting to inheritance both because of AIDS and
because she' srdligious, and dso that after about 6 months the pressure reduced, it's not so bad now.

AIDS/'STRATEGIEY:: G. had another story, two women who were widowed. On the verba autopsy
they (maybe one of them) said hefirst had TB, then alittle mentd, then they found he had HIV. The two
women left, only came back to bury him. One of them, the first wife (interviewed) said that “if it wasthe
period when he was actually sick, then she's o.k. because she was somewhere ese then.” The second
wife was in the firgt wife's house a the time, but she was busy, they will get her tomorrow. “Shesa
teacher s she's a bit enlightened.”  Even tho the women left, G. said they took care of him in the
hospital, and came back. Even the second wife came back. A house hadn’'t been built for her yet, so
she was free to go, but she wantsto stay. The husband’ s brother hates the two women because they
left. When G. went to him for the verba autopsy, he said “go get it from those |oose women.”

AIDY INT-SELECTION: Another respondent had died, but the family didn’'t want to say why. One
of G.’sinterviewers, J, is from that village, and the father/brother is a distant uncle, so “I pitched J. to
interview him. | told him | would send someone d<se to interview the wife, because of respect, but he
should interview the uncle. And with J. the uncle fet free”, he told us what happened.

AIDS/'STRATEGIES. One woman who separated did so because she felt the husband wanted a
second wife. But the second wife was sdlling matumba in town, she sad this woman might infect the
husband, so she left.

FIELDWORK: G. sad one of his interviewers, H., is very good but very perssent. Today she
interviewed a woman who was hard of hearing and a bit menta. She, the respondent, kept saying she
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had never talked about AIDS, she had only heard alecture in the hospitd, but “H. kept on indsting’ you
can't tell me you don’t know about AIDS, so many people in this village have died of AIDS’. When H.
pushed her she answered, but it was erratic.

Rain this afternoon: dark clouds, wind, hard. It didn't last long, but cooled things off. Yesterday F. said
they don’t want rain, because if it rains people will start to plant and won't be home.

Mesting:

Checking closely because interviewers are new

One way to save time is to make sure ask where been living for those not interviewed before. You al
do it sometimes but not dl the time.

Ask how it works to kick awife out?

Even those who say their greatest risk is from transfusongfinjections, dways say thet their risk is small
because they have sex only with spouse, not because they get no transfusons/injections. Might be they
rae emphasizing what they have control over, their own behavior—

When they say “I trust her”, do they mean they know something about movements, or is it a more
persond trust?

How are co-wives coded?

Ask redly good interviewers to make notes

Saturday:
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Can't check every inconsistency, but enough to try to understand what a common or possible reason is
other than interviewer error. Seems better to do that than impose a consistency that may befdse Also,
Limit to what can be queried, supervisors get pissed.

INT-TRAINING: Initidly, K1, atried to say “stick to questionnaire’, but redlized impossible in this
eiting.

Double entry: C. and D. double-entered about 20 questionnaires for Gwass (she did his, he did hers)
and now 10 each. They use the Verify program, and say no erors. But E. is finding them, eg. Ids,
sublocation, other cover sheet info. | spoke to them, asked them to double enter 10 more.

INCOME: For quarry work, says G. NyA.h, 50 bob from 9 am. to 1.

February 27, Sunday: A lovely morning. Sunny, but coolish because of therain. At breskfast with T..
When | firgt arrived and asked her whether she and M. were aready married, she said he hadn’t asked
her again because the firgt time she had turned him down, said R. was going to talk with him. | asked
again this morning, she said “you want to know the truth?’ Yes. “It's me.” She went on to explain that
she didn't want to get married until she had a regular job, so that she can buy things—a dress here,
something there-without asking for money. But it's not so much, it turns out, that she doesn't want to
ask for money, as that M. is dtill getting established (as an accountant). She said she's the last-bornin
her family and it was dways very “gable’, by which she meant well-off-indeed, she said, her mother
dill gives her money from time to time.  She thinks if she marries now without a job, there will be
troubles. “I don’t want to get married and then two years later split up.” She's optimigtic about a job
for which she's interviewed that would take her to Dar—when | said would she marry before going she
sad “Why not?’.

There are quite afew people here thisam., and some last night. Seems that a number of them are here
for afunera—T. pointed out that severd of the cars had ared ribbon which indicates they are en route to
afunera. One of the people here last night was an M.P. from thisarea. Seems that funerals that collect
people from Nairobi etc are either 1) people who died in Nairobi and are brought back or 2) important
locdl people. Depends partly on how many friends the people have in the cities, and adso on the timing.
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T. sad when her father died a few years ago it was right before the eections, and so many paliticians
came, they all wanted to address the group. One opposition one started to speak but someone turned
off the mike so he couldn’t.

Last night there was a blackout around 7, so dinner served by candldight, and instead of putting us a
one long table we were at two smdler ones. | sat with T., F,, G., M.. At one point | commented that
for both Obisa and Owich the data show an increase in household goods, people don’'t seem so badly
off. F. sad for the last two years the harvest has been extremey good in Owich and here. | asked
whether thiswas so in Obisatoo, he said “1 didn’'t hear it in Oyugis” F., T. and G. started talking about
when we were first here, there were only 1 roundtrip matatu a day that passed on the road through our
gte they remember it's name, they used to see it coming to HB as they went out to the dte, and they
would see it again going to its other destination at the end of the day. Now, they say, there are “so0
many”. The matatus go between a smdl place, Pda, and HB, not Kigi or Kisumu. And they said in
Owich there used to ke two roundtrip matatus a day: one left a 5, the other a 6, and then returned
from HB, one leaving a 5, the other a Sx. Again, there are now many more. They Sarted taking

about cash crops. Here they grow cotton, tho all commented tht they haven’'t seen much, modlly it's
maize and millet, asin Owich. They gtart talking about changes in Owich, saying that up to the late 70s
there were forests with tdl tal trees, and wild animas. We told the story again of T. and R. and

interviewers being left by the vehicle, and walking the 3 hours home while the interviewers scared them
with stories of leopards. F. said one of his respondents—the “saved” man with the bad teeth thet |

talked with at F.” Ste-wastossed by awild buffalo in the late 1960s. F. said the forests ended in 1973,
tho surely it wasn't that aorupt.  They start talking about differences in Kawadghone. For one thing,
“here the ugali ishard.” F. said “it's very nice when you expect problems and don’t find them.” After
the troubles with the chief and the Kanu and NDP councillors, they expected trouble, but “no problems
a dl”. T. sad her one refusa keeps passng back and forth where they are sitting, dmost as if to
demongtrate that he can't be forced [and maybe some ambivaence?] F. sad his miji-kumi’s wives
were away, and “he worried that our report will show they [the village] are less than the last time, he
said you know development comes where there rae many people, ‘you speak our language, you can do
something.”” (I suppose meke up the numbers). This was followed by more stories about the tough-
headed women here. F. said one of his respondents, male, told his wife not to be interviewed, the
woman said, “1 will beinterviewed.” T. said she was a a compound with a group of 5 men, 4 of them
had wives who |eft (separated), one, her respondent, was newly married. He didn’t want hiswife to be
interviewed, but even this young wife got T. adde and told her to come back. F. taked with
amazement about another man, again anew marriage, who said he didn’t have time to be interviewed he
had to take the cows out, the wife said “No No. Let the cows go, | need this sogp and sugar.” F. dso
thinks there may be fewer deaths now-the mijikumi (of Sibege, | think, as that’s where he's working)
says ‘97 and ‘98 were the worst, now they have lost only four old men, the miji-kumi counted. And
F., G. and T. dl comment that funerds have not disrupted fieldwork yet. We tdk a bit about the rain:

G. says “I'm so worried, if it rains they will just be dashing for the shamba.” They then complained
about some cover sheets that have only women's names-very difficult to locate the women, asthey are
not know by these names but by “mother of so and so”.

Notes by Susan Watkins



Kenya Diffusion and I deation Change Project Field Notes (Journal), Jan-Mar, Kenya 3

Theré's a lot of to and fro. Supervisors hadn't organized things for interviewers, so J. had to take
guestionnaires, sogp/sugar to the field. Then S. comes to take F. and M. to Kisumu, G. goes aong.
M. has a bad ssomachache, not a good day for her to be travelling for the next 24 hrs to Rome. Then
when J. returns he takes E. to do email, but person who knows the password isn't there, they scare up
another one, then can't get thru on the phone. Findly, E., I, R., D., and a bunch of children (R’'s K.
plus her brothers two kids plus some neighbor kids) set off to vist R.’s parents. | wasn't very excited
about it, but except for the driving (1.5 hrs each way to Achuth, near Migori) it was fine. The
compound is large, with a number of cement houses. R.’s parents had been ill, so we brought food
(and hadn't told them we were coming). Her father, T. O. A. (brother of ABC) is a retired SDA
pastor, her mother had worked as a midwife. 9 children, dl thru university degrees—they are clearly very
proud of that, he said on asalary of 100ks a month, but they had lots of food. He s just building quite a
large church building behind his house, says his friends advised him to make it large so it could be used
for weddings, burias, hedlth talks, etc. | asked about the hedlth talks-things like vaccinations? He said
no, the govt does that, they talk to mothers about things like boiling water, dways giving authority from
the scriptures (and he gave me some quotes). | asked what they said about AIDS, he began by
explaining that they don't advise what the government advises (and | suppose what he expects | would
advise): the “here we disagree with the government”, we don't talk about condoms. His church, he
says, believes that promoting condoms is giving permisson to be unfaithful. | asked if there was a
contradiction between the church beliefs and inheritance, he said yes: if you want to marry a widow it
should be a real marriage. | asked what his brother, O.-A., thought (I know he favors inheritance), he
says “he thinks differently. To him, if a womanis not inherited she will be freeto infect dl around”, it is
better that the deaths be confined to one household. [Again, the notion that a woman who is not
controlled by a husband will be loosg]. He said there was not much AIDS in his community, not even
the teachers [gpparently he considers them a high risk group] only the sugar factory—and then mentioned
the lakeside, as others have done, as a bad place. Later on heis talking about his history—he went to a
mission school and for a while was a teacher. No girls in the class when he was there, and no women
teachers. And it'strue, he said, that even teachers could not wear trousers or shoes, they had to wear
short pants and rubber shoes. | took advantage of the opportunity to ask when FP came: he said only
recently, 1990. | expressed surprise, that Kenya had a program since 1967, he said “that was only in
the cities, there was nothing here’.  “Then people started talking about it, then AIDS came and they
stopped.” He said he was a pastor for 40 years, and maybe talked about FP 5 times (in the church).
We had lunch of pasta, bread, peanut butter, avocados and pineapple, left shortly theresfter.

Very few kangas visble, and few women carrying babies-unlike Mdawi.

February 28, Monday:
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AIDS: M657 says best protection sex only with wife, but had other partner last week: may be an eg. of
“sex only with wifeisthe god as much as possble’

QUESTIONNAIRE: Checking—at the beginning we check very carefully, looking for sgns that the
supervisors haven't understood something, and thus haven’t passed it on to the interviewers (esp imp as
the training is in Luo, so we can't tell what they are saying, the only evidence is in the sense that
something is incongstent in the questionnaire responses).  After we' re confident about the supervisors
traning, in each new dte we checked questionnaires very carefully for 3-4 days, reading each
questionnaire as a story, looking for inconsistencies that suggest the interviewer hasn't fully understood.
The supervisors aso do this, of course, but they are under more pressure, often checking questionnaires
in the3 fidd, and they want to have them done o that they have some time free after dinner (we work
long days—7:30 am., they usudly aren’'t back until 7 p.m.. Other projects, e.g. Pop Council, you work
from 8 to 5 and then you're through, and don’'t work on Sat or Sun). After we are confident about the
interviewers, we dill check, but not reading the questionnaires quite as intensdly.

AIDS: | think from the point of view of the villagers, the high risk groups are: young men, men and
women who live outsde, teachers, inheritors, young wives of polygynous men. spouses, “married
women” who don’'t have enough money.

WHITES: P. asked that nice old man, M680, what had changed since he was young:. “He told me
that people were not so many then. It was said that people would increase like the eggs of fish, but that
didn’'t happen until the days of M.A.. [P. does't know who he was], he was the first man they saw who
gave hirth to 12 children. Having many children came with the introduction of many clothes (after
walking with skins around them). At that time law and order were introduced, you can't just take one's
property, if you do that you go to jall. He said the introduction of trousers as opposed to shorts also
brought changes. He thinks people are dying becauise of what they eat, tomatoes and potatoes. These
foods were introduced by the white man, he thinks they should be exclusively the food of the white man.
He thinks AIDS is in the cooking oil we use now, their mothers used to cook with something (P. said
maybe like homemade ghee), people were growing tdl, they were wdl-built like rhinos The
introduction of new foods has contributed a great deal to the many desths now. He thinks the only

positive thing the white man brought was injecting cattle whenever they are sick. It reduced desth

among animas, sopping anima diseases such as nyankoka (foot and mouth?). Also he thinks that
there has been changesin abuba/stds; they used to treet it with loca herbs, given to drink and person

would have diarrhea and get well. Also he thinks development have changed things--, introduction of

planes, people trying to fly in ar like God, has only crested problems. He aso taked about water

problems. long ago they used to dig deep wells and never lacked water, but now they are buying water
which is a totdly new concept. He thinks FP not working because some women give birth to 12

children, and to twins. Said long ago didn’'t have many children, man in his own hut, after birth husband
would wait until child old enough to bring food, then could invite her to his hut. But with coming of white
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man people started having many children.

Dinner by candldight again-ights regularly go off Monday 710 to conserve energy (from the power
plant in Kigi), and the last two Sundays they have been off in the evening as well. Pretty quiet dinner,
T., P. and D.. Afterwards P. talks about the wife who refused to be interviewed, the neighbors said her
husband is arobber in Narobi. P. said he's a big rob ber, maybe internationd, the “woman was wild,
running away”. Thefirg vist the woman said she was busy, they made an appointment, when they got
there there was only a boy, the son, who said she was gone, he didn’'t know where she was, him he
didn't even know that house. The neighbors say the robber assures them that he won't rob them, he
says|’'m avery clever robber and | will develop the village.” The home is nice, severd strong buildings,
and he has built severd buildings in the shopping center. Apparently in Nairobi he poses as a watch
repairer, but just maps out rich people for his men to rob. P. and T. both expressed amazement that he
wouldn't fed guilt, but P. dso said the villagers view isthat aslong as he does't stedl from them, they
won't turn himin.  And they laugh about the prospect of asking the wife “does your husband stay in the
compound”. P. dso talks aout SA., who is a nwp to many, an older woman; she sa CBD and a
TBA. P. wasin an interview, there was a baby wailing and crying, the mother caled the baby (4
months old) “doktari”, said she was named after S.. The R said S. charges by what you can pay—200 if
you are poor, 400-600 if rich. There's dso a man named Modi who appears dl over in nws, P. is
going to try to find out why. P. recdlsthat in K2 in Gwass she hersdf was a nwp—"*she knew | was
richer than her.”

SAMPLE: Even as late as K3, there is confusion about three women in Lak Liech. 1) Onthe mk list
one is 659, wife of G.B., which no one now clamsto ever heard of (him). She was interviewed in K1
as P.O.,, cpd S, hus band a laborer. 2) The second is F662, interviewed in KI and K2; hus band
dead. On the mk list, however, P.’s husband was dead, and the wife was named M.A., with the
F662 number. 3) ThethirdisaM.A., interviewed in K1 as 9502, husband does “nothing” .

Mesting about when finishing to go to Mfangano. It looks like we have to be here Saturday: G. has 16
respondents who live in Homa Bay, and better to get them on Sat than a weekday. So we'll go to
Mfangano on Sunday. Monday will be rest day—we won't go ahead and put up posters because it’'s
too difficult, and Monday will alow the word to get around that we are there. 1t's going to be close
finishing on time. The cover sheets have redly been a problem.

At dinner, | asked F., T. and P. aquiz, taking the perspective of the villagers.

Which of these categories of people in your rurd area who you think are most likely to be infected with
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AIDS? Give them a number from 1-12, with 1 being “mogt likely to be infected” and 12 being “least
likely to be infected”.

Progtitutes

Teachers

Y ounger wives of polygynous men
Pastors

Nurses

Inheritors

Widows under age 40

Men from your areawho livein acity
Women from your areawho live in acity
schoal girls

Locad married women who need money

they al began by saying pastors never feature, nor do teachers or nurses, they haven't heard. F. said
Inheritors I, then inherited women (widows <40), then city men; P. put city men & the top, then
inheritors, didn’t think inherited women on the whole, atho acknowldeged that some of them, &fter the
ritual sex, they are free to take other partners. E. said what about progtitutes, F. said in the city sense of
the word or the loca Luo sense? In the city sense of the word, people who do sex for money, they
aren't here. They aso agreed that school girls are a town issue, not here. | asked would the list be
different in the city, they said yes, with Progtitutes and Rich men at the top, and then debate about rich
women, with F. not thinking they were so imp. but T. and P. saying they were, paying for young men.

| told the story of T.O. that G. N. had told me. T.isinF." village, Sbege, but he hadn't heard it. T.
then told a story from Gwasd, of the teacher, B. His I wife died, AIDS suspected; after that the
second wife refused to have sex with him. He took athird wife, but then she also refused sex because
according to the ritua the 2 wife had to come first. B. went to the chief, there was a big meeting with
mijikumis, leaders, eic. They resolved it by saying that the 2™ wife didn’t have to have sex with B. but it
wasdl right if the third wife did. But B. dill had an obligation to maintain the second wife.
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March 1, Wed:

At breskfagt | tell them that we can try to do mogst of the cover sheets in Mfangano with loca
interviewers, just asking them. On the idand there is (or was in K2) a high proportion of interviewers
who “know the family well”. And we won't check people who were said earlier to be dead—they say
so far they have found only one person that was “resurrected”, and that was a woman who had actudly
left 0 the husband just said she was dead.

| ask why women separate after the death—l can see getting out of there before, but why after? They
say it is largely economic. | say but she Hill has the land. They say that often the husband was
providing money, the land isn't enough. | say but what about those kindly brothers-in-law? They say
“not any more’, even before the man dies the brothers are planning to take his things, even the land. G.
says it's only if the sons are grown that the woman can protect the land (see Mead Cain's work). F.
recdls his respondent from Obisa, E.A., he and dl three died. He had a nice house, but the brothers
tore it down and now it's planted—the supervisors dl made a sound of disgpprova, atsk tsk sound. |
thought perhaps there are so many in Kawadghone because HB is near, they can go there, P. thinks the
separated women usudly go to their place firgt, and then “they scatter to somewhere dse. “

March 1, Wednesday:

R. talked with interviewer S. Her husband has been sick for along time, and | wondered how someone
coped with that. S. said the husband was in the hospita, on “drips’, and was not doing well. She sad
sometimes she is hopeful, and sometimes she's not. R. tactfully asked her if she suspected AIDS,

saying that with so much AIDS aound she might worry, and it's good to talk about these things, to
think about what plans she should make if it SAIDS. S. said she didn’t know what it was, that he had
amoeba, had been vomiting for along time. R. asked whether the relatives were helping now that she's
working for us, she said yes, the mother in law was watching her 3 children. R. asked if it should turn

out that the husband passes, did she think the brothers would help her? She doesn’t think so, she thinks
they are heping now because it's for their son, but if he dies she thinks they will not help her, and she
will “definitely” go back to her home. Her family had strongly opposed the marriage: the husband had a
first wife who had died two years before her marriage, and the family was worried, they even refused
the dowry. So shethinksthat they may accept her back, and she’ d be more comfortable there.
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Meseting: mostly a discusson about how much left to do. Then | asked for stories. T. said they were
interviewing in one home, the 14 year old wife was in labor, Wah Wah, the question question, then Wah
Wah, she thought she would ddiver there. R. said that one R from Nairobi named her a nwp, R.
doesn’'t remember her but is curious if she said she's better off. She said “oh, now you're the people
who are giving sugar. But there are so many questions, you should give a Kg for every hour, it takes so
long.” T. went back to a guy who refused last time, he wondered why they came back to him since they
knew he would refuse. A Sure, tought we were devil worshippers.

T: Asked alittle boy why hewasn't in school, he said “ our teacher got a baby.”

G. has awoman who left husband for onein aneighboring village, the interviewers said the husband was
a stone cutter but the other owned a quarry. Quarry land isn’'t bought, it’'s ancestral land that happened
to have stone; some however hireit out.

R.: in the vehicle we gtarted a discussion about women separating, one of the ladies said the that women
separate because the men just like flouncing around, having a good time, and dso for ec hardship, but
the men disagreed. 1t went on into the evening, B. said it's because of the quarry money, they look for
these men. One of the women said “if your husband dies people lose respect for you, he' s the only one
concerned about you, once they are dead no one ese will think of you, so they leave.” G. pointed out
that the men disputed that dso, they said in the villages it's the women who look for daily food, it's no
excuse if the husband' s die that they leave for food. But R. thinks they have been struggling for the sake
of love, but once he's gone why not try dsawhere. G. sad there' sno loveinthevillage. T asked if it's
ec hardship, if he's dead your life would be better because it's only the kids you're struggling for. G.
sad no love in the village, just life. At dinner T. added another tory, one of their respondents is a
widow who refused to be inherited. Her daughter is now on the deeth bed, and she can't go to her
because it's taboo to go if you aren't inherited, “it wouldn’'t be tactful and anyway they probably

wouldn't let her into their home”

AIDS/'STRATEGIES: Story from G., supervisor: Family, village of K.B, condgts of G.O., M722, his
wife Ist wife E. F762 and 2™ wife C., F763; there’s dso athird wife toward the end. Interesting points
have to do with the response of separation, sexud and residentia, of cowives to a man known to be
HIV postive. Also, money matters: some of the twists and turns are due to competition between the
brothers and one of the co-wives for the husband' s assets, in which the brothers make strategic use of
Luo customs. The gtory is based on C.’s account, but in his interview with E. she said the same thing.
Some of the timing isn't dear—G. appears to have been ill with AIDS for quite along time. C. says he
was I ill in ‘87; in K2 he was too ill to be interviewed, Supervisor G. remembers that Mdlet tried to
interview him and he chased her away. G. had notes from his interviews, so perhaps the wives got the
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dateswrong. | edited G.’s report somewhat to try to make the sequence make sense.

C. married 1984, in 1987 the husband, ateacher, fell sck, she stayed with him at the Generd Hospital

in Kisumu, he improved and went back to teaching in Saya. In 1990 he was transferred from Saya
because he was congantly sick, they brought him closer to his home. He went into the hospitd again
(date not clear), the wives started taking care of him in shifts. The billswere paid by C. (dso ateacher,
E. is a housawife), he didn’t have any money. “C. decided to take him for tests, she said she wasn't
paying any more bills until she knew what he is suffering from. He tested pogtive. After she knew it
was AIDS, she didn’t want to spend any more money, she was spending 3/4 of the family expenseson
hospitd hills, he was going to die anyway.” She had him brought home,, started talking w/E. to arrange
to how they would care for him.  *So the man and his relatives sarted hating C. for the decison she
made, the only person she could talk with was this cowife. So they talked and agreed, *these people are
aways bugging us, saying why aren’t we sending him to the hospita again,’ that’s when the two of them
agreed to leave (separation). C. left and rented a house in Kandiege center—she teaches nearby—and E.
went back to her parents. Then his brothers brought him to Homa Bay hospitd. The two cowives
agreed they would check on him there: one would go for two days, the other for two days. So the
villagers [his kinsmen] organized a coup d’ etat againgt C.. G. had been living in the father’ s compound,
they persuaded him to move out and establish his own compound, and to build a house for the third wife
init. By Luo cusom, he should build a house for hiswives in the new compound, and deep with each
one in order, then the houses in the father’s compound are torn down (adl thistakes aday). They tore
down the Ist two wives house, but did not build onesfor C. and E. in his new compound. Because this
was not done, the Ist two wives no longer have a home, and they can't enter the home of the third wife.
(The third wife was there only briefly for the moving, and then left; her role was to push out the other
two wives. ). Eventudly the villagers transferred him from HB hospita back home, because there was
no improvement, no money. E. 4ill refused to return, so C. came back to be with him until he died.

“After the death E. returned, and forcefully took the house built for the third wife, and that’s where she
is now. C. wants to build her own with her own money. But now a problem has come. The brothers
managed somehow to bring E. closer to them, they enticed her, they gave her alot of land, tried to
support her the initid days, so they could separate her from C.. The man who died is a teacher who has
benefits, so that's why they wanted to pitch C. against E.. Now they are not in good terms.  Benefits
are pending a court case, then he won the case, so has afull sdlary for two years to be paid to either of
the two wives. C. wants to clam this, which she can legally, because she's dso a teacher, she got to
know these things wherees E. is a housawife. Then there is penson money. So the brothers want C.

not to be a legd wife, S0 they are trying to build evidence with E.. They are tryingto say C. isa
girlfriend not a married wife, she was not built a house here, she has never stayed in thisvillage. But C.
says they can't succeed, because a the employment place the man has two wives legaly who will both
be beneficiaries” E. isin the third wife's house, C. Hill has a house in Kandiege. “He had bought C.
building materids so she' s been claiming land, has gotten it dready in fact.” | asked why she's staying—
she's a teacher, can support hersdlf.? “ She has kids, she doesn’'t want to go away with them, and she
feds these kids too are beneficiaries to the penson.” | asked G. whether the wives had sex with him

after he was sck. “C. sad she didn't have sex with him &fter the AIDS diagnosis. | asked her that,
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‘why do people have sex [after they know a spouse isinfected], why don't they leave? She sad ‘in my
case when | knew that's when we started stopped seeing each sexudly.”” | asked whether she's
worried, he doesn’'t know, he didn’t ask her if she had gone for tests. | asked if E. dso gave up sex
with him. The answer isyes. “ C. sad ‘E. is now fighting me but | saved her life. And E. sad that
earlier when this guy was sck, he was dmost mentd, she thinks it was because they refused to have sex
with him, they think it's the madness that brought him down.” C. is not inherited, forgot to ask E.,
check questionnaire.

March 3:

Meseting: Meeting was outsde under the trees. It was E.’s birthday, R. had gotten the kitchen to make
two cakes, we were waiting for E. to finish trying to phone her parents, and drinking beer to prepare for
the celebration. So mesting flowed into stories, dinner, vigorous debates.

Wha villages in our Stes are “lakesde’—said to be more promiscuous because of fishermen. In Owich,
it's Orore, then Radienya and Nyatembe.

| asked whether there were any eg.’s of men resigting inheritance: we have examples of women, but |
haven't heard any of men. Yet there must be, Snce people are scrambling to find inheritors, paying
them, etc. F. recdls his respondent from Obisa,, M31556, mk#M180. who died of AIDS as did his
wives. Saita[M179], E.’s brother, refused to inherit the wives, so he went to Kidi to find two men
who would be inheritors. This led to alot of discussion about inheritance, which the supervisors find of
great interest—they often talk about it. G. says there is dso pressure on men, women who believe in
inheritance gpproach the men, put a lot of pressure on them. T. says maybe there is less pressure on
men since there is only one (or two/three) widows, but lots of brothersto share the duties.

They darify that the It sex with the widow, the “cleansing” sex, has to be done by someone outside the
family; you (inheritor) “Take your coat and hang it there, symbolicdly you have inherited’. Traditiondly
that’ s what inheritance meant, not sex, hang your coat, that was the cleansing.

subsequent, idedly it is someone like the husband' s brother (G. says not the red blood brothers, but the
uncle's sons) who inherits the widows, cares for them, has sex on ritual occasions etc.] G. says that
nowadays, however, it'sthe sex. P. recdls the smug inheritor gtting in front of his wife s bedroom: he
was sought out by the widow, who even asked the wife. Rightfully that is what is supposed to happen.
And the widow egts with the wife before he inherits.
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F. told a story of rich family from Nakuru. The father had died, the mother hadn’t been inherited, then
she died. The family brought her body home and al the villagers met them, said she has to be inherited
I, “The family turned the hearse around and went back to Nakuru. They Came back the next day
w/armed policemen”’. They had to hire gravediggers because villagers wouldn’t do it because she
hadn't been inherited. | asked F. why they didn’t just bury her in Nakuru, he just laughed and said “you
know Luos, you haveto be buried a home.” (Seemsthat they would bresk some customs, but not that
one). P. said “People want to rest with ancestors’, and then she said “Persondly, | bdlieveiit is better to
be buried at home, there' s lots of land, if you're buried in Langata [cemetery in Nairobi] the hyenas will
just come and eat you.” G.: “Even me | have to be buried a home” R. says they don’'t have to bury
her at home, they can be at peace. G. and other say “It's not your peace, you have peace, it's the ones
left behind.” G. tels about his father who “had to manhandle an inheritor, dong with other villagers,
because the inheritor has to put in the first poles for a new house for the widow, it was time for her to
move to her new house, they had to get the assgtant chief to go and bring the inheritor forcefully.”. It
seems that while some inheritors redly like the job, others try to evade some of the duties.  F. talks
about Gwasd, the home where our pit latrine was, a woman there was inherited, she had moved to live
with the inheritor, then two other inheritors, but didn’'t have a baby, she had just returned to the home
20 yrs later. When she returned and built a house, it was the lagt of three inheritors who put the first
pole. P. contributes a story about her husband M.’s mother who hadn’t been inherited, her husband
died in 74, then she died ten yearslater. When she was taken homefor burid, the villagerswouldn't dig
the graves so the sons did it. The villagers told them “*You wait you're going to see people die like
flies” But they haven't, only one person has died and that wasin aroad accident.”

We talk about the biting wild dogs (two cover sheets were of men who were away seeking treatment
after having been bitten by wild dogs) Apparently thisisnot a al uncommon. G. recals guy who had
AIDS who was bitten by awild dog, they dl laugh.

T.: One of her respondents, (F807) the wife of T.O., L.B., was besten in the night by the husband
because she had agreed to be interviewed. He had told her not to because we are devil worshipers. .
T.O, L.B. T. sad she thought about going to sympathize with the woman, but thought thet might make
matters worse. They recdled another devil-worshipping incident: They were driving back today when
they came across a group shouting something, G. made the thumbs up sign, then they realized the group
was saying “In Jesus name’, “Jesus,” in case we were devil worshippers. So G. did the thumbs down.
Severd supervisors repeat “We greet you in the name of Jesus’, imitating tone, movements, and laugh.

Happy birthday to E. is sung.
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T. tdls story about a woman (not in sample) whose husband worked in Mombasa, “he came home in
October which is odd, they usualy come home in Dec. He had married another wife in Mombasa. So
they are both home, they both get sickly.” T asks the woman “*what’s wrong with him?, she says‘It's
because he took the door of his mother’s house to use for the house of the new wife,” she said ‘I told
him not to do it, it's probably a taboo, but he didn’t listen to me, so that's why they are sck.” T. sad
“‘are you sure? she said ‘Yes, it's chira’” So that's why, T. and the other say, they can have a
hushand die of AIDS but Hill say they are only worried about the inheritor. T: * She was convinced.”

Back to inheritance: P. tells a story about J.O., F. says oh he's been looking for him, turns out he was
with the inherited wife, G., in Luwaa, F693.. F. saysif you guys catch him interciew him. F. had been
to hishometwice. P.’sinterviewer P. knew F. was looking for him, abit of talk how he knew, decided
he would have gotten it from other interviewers.

G.: “Poor inheritors, the women kick them out sooner or later”. T: “The poor woman, the man is never
there, they just cometo eat.” F. thinksit's a good idea to be an inheritor in town, “you flounce in big
cars and big houses” Somehow this segues into love and marriage. T argues that what villagers think
of love is different from what we think is love. F. argues for the villagers standards for love. T: but
what are their sandards? They talk about kissing, F. saysin the village they don't kiss, that’ s western.

F. saysthat the “many sex partners’ of widowsisright, they just say it.

G. keeps saying dl the villager wants is a wife. F. says no, there are so many women, there must be
some reason for picking this one and not ancther. G. says dl that has to hgppen is alady comesto
village to vist one of her Sgters there and she's marriage materid. G. said one of his uncles was caned
for not marrying the person he was supposed to, he said “* she looked too townly to be able to dig.”
Big tak about “pulling’, when they grab the woman, abduction. Argument about whether this is
arranged or not. Abduction in market or when she was getting firewood or water.

Then atak about Legio Mariain Nairobi, F. on an FP project. Then on to Mandela, amazingly long
discusson about his maritd life. They al acknowledged that he was a great man around the world. But
T. sad “how could he have forgiven the white men but not Winnie, how could he have dumped Winnie
after she waited s0 long for him?’ P.: “yes and what about the firgt wife? He just Ieft her for Winnie”
The men blamed Winnie “it's not that, it's that Winnie didn’t wait for him she was deegping with other
men and when he got out of jal she was never home.” This then turned into a discussion about sex, with
speculation that maybe Winnie went elsewhere first because Manddla was in jail and then perhgps
“afterward he couldn’'t get an erection,” and F. and G. saying if that was the case it was the woman's
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fault, it's dways the woman's fault they said, and then to a more generd discussion about what women
should do for men and vice versa, with F. saying “I bring the cows so she has do to what | say if she
brings the cows it' s another issue, and that women won't listen that’ s why so many are dying in Nyanza,
it's chira’, and P. countering “People don’t bring cows anyway these days, don't be sllly.” R. getsv.
uncomfortable: her rdationship with G. is unstable.

Friday, March 3: Nothing much. Another mountain of questionnaires. I’'m trying to keep theam.’sto
write, but it means zipping through the questionnaires in the afternoon. The patterns are so familiar,
however—even the visud impression of the pages-that it's not so difficult. On the other hand, | have the
feding that interviewers are taking short cuts.  For example, the things that should be the same for
husband and wife if they are monogamous, such as no. of children born, died, date of birth of last child,
no. of animals, are often identical when the same interviewer interviews both husband and wife, and
sometimes even when they don’t (which may be interviewers comparing). And far too many cover
sheets for people who have not been interviewed before don't have where they were living if they were
dead or away. | think the supervisors redly resent that extra task: after 6 weeks in the field they are
“forgetting.” E. goes over each supervisor's list of respondents, to make sure everyone has been
interviewed and logged, and the ones that haven't are the ones that are to be interviewed tomorrow. A
few glitches, but they are resolved.

Mesting is desultory. F. has made no plans for leaving Sunday, other than the most important one,
which is to finish the interviewing, and inviting the interviewers for a goa roast tomorrow night—which
I’m not v. happy about. The supervisors usudly collect by themsdves: | don't know why they want to
do this, except to be patrons. A bit of canny questioning a mesting turns up that F. has made no
arrangements for the diocesan boat, other than when he was here months ago on the preliminary visit.
He proposes just turning up early Sunday am., which | say isv't agood idea Since priests have mass on
Sunday, the boat might be broken, no fud, etc. | dso lead him through the timing: if it takes 3 hoursto
pack like it did in Gwassi, when do we have to get up? Turns out to be about 4:30 am., 0 | suggest
we pack Saturday night, while the party is going on.

| think the Kawadghone interviewers were the leest satisfactory. The impresson | had fom the
questionnaires, as well asfrom G. NyA.h's comments, was that they had little interest other than earning
money, which they wanted to do with as little effort as possble. Very few margind comments, lots of
inconsgtencies.

Saturday, March 4: Lots of pgper work. Finishing checking, logging. C. files E. and | have a bresk:
turns out both of us have fantasized just going from here to Nairobi and home, since we won't be able
to finish out Mfangano. It's too bad, because it would be nice to finish what islikely to be the last dint
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of fieldwork for Kenya together—| doubt there will be a Kenya 4. They enjoyed being together again,
but | think it was just less interesting than the previous ones. And some will scatter. F. has in mind a
politicad career, P. certainly should take advantage of her brains and pizzaz, T. will probably marry and
have children, so even if there were a Kenya 4 it wouldn’t be the same team. E. and | also decide that
we should get the stuff that needs to be loaded on the vehicles, such as the mattresses, out of the rooms
and publicly visible, so that when the team comes back it will be clear that we are on the move, reedy to
load, they can't fritter. We are sending the boxes of questionnaires from Obisa and Gwass back to
Nairobi w/the vehicles, and some suitcases, to reduce the amount that has to be carted by boat.

Mesting:

G.: widow who refused to be inherited.

March 6, Mfangano:

Last night probably the worst in my life, or & least that | can remember. The morning was fine (we left
Homa Bay only about ¥ late, for the 1.5 hr drive to the boat (just near Mbita) and 2.5 hrs on the boat
(beautiful asusud). Cheerful welcome from G., O., severd of the old interviewers—one of them, .J, was
in the canoe that helped ferry us and our stuff from the boat to shore. We arrive to find nothing done for
our ariva, despite their promises: the chief said “they hadn’t yet completed”, though it was clear they
hadn’t yet sarted. A bit surprising not because of us, but because the DC is coming tomorrow for a
ceremony and they will give him lunch in our workroom, which was full of bat shit, dead insects, dirty
wadlls, etc, as were dl the rooms and the halls (including a closet in which the bat shit was severd inches
deep). Moreover, the chief explained their failure to do anything as due to the in-charge, who has been
sck and away for aweek, only arrived 2 days ago, he has the key. “1 sent someone for him”. But he
hadn’'t until 2 hrs later we checked up, and then he did send someone. Most of us sat around waiting,
but R. took charge, organized some boys with water and OMO to clean the workroom and the hdls.
The cooks, who are supposed to be cleaners also, were usdess. Finally the in-charge arrived (it' s more
than an hour walk from his place, said the boy who went to get him), and indeed looked very weak and
sckly— suspect he has AIDS. No lunch, we got dinner about 8, but by that time the little bugs (sea
flies, SAMS) had arrived; there was no cover for the food, o it was covered with them. We had put
mosquito nets over the windows, but they didn’'t do the job. | said | was going to try deeping in the
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workroom-"m not sure why, maybe because | couldn’'t stand the thought of the little rooms that il

amelled of bat shit, even after cleaning, and because if | didn’t, someone would have to deep in the little
house where Steve and | had dept in K1. It wasabad idea. Not only was it hot and full of the seaflies
so that | couldn’t read (I tried lighting a candle just to find my tape recorder, and it was immediately
snuffed out by a swarm of them), but even when | went to deep the sea flies were hovering over me.

An hour or more before dawn the bats came home, and made a tremendous racket above the celling,
induding some flying around my room.

It'snot clear who isin charge of us, | think the chief.

Yesterday C. (interviewer K1 and K2, also worked for K.) came around. She's 8 months pregnant,
but wants to be an interviewer—she said “If | can dig | can do thet”. | asked whether she thought we'd
have trouble with the chief, she said “I think s0.” Two things: 1) The chief has been telling everyone that
if they want a job as an interviewer they have to help clean up the compound (not our space, but
outside, cutting down bushes). Apparently some people did, atho C. said none of the old interviewers
did. 2) the issue of “baance.” He s adso sad only people from the sublocation could be hired. | could
give on that if there are enough.

Only about 12 interviewers waiting at 8. Fortunately we had aready decided that we weren't going to
begin today, having arrived to find disorder, and we had not sent anyone ahead to announce (since R.
was here in Dec). Mord of story is that someone has to come and put up posters. Quite afew of the
old interviewers were there-presumably they didn't tell others. About 15 came a later times in the
am., we spoke to them, told them to come back tomorrow, and that they had to be ontime. Each time
R. emphasized that being hired depended only on the aptitude test: those with the top marks would be
hired, the others would not, dl “trangparent”. So maybe they got the message. At one point | found the
chief haranguing the waiting would- be interviewers telling them they couldn't St for the test unless they
worked at cleaning up the compound. But they al waked away and | haven't seen anyone there today
doing it: | think the word got out from the old interviewers | talked with that it wouldn’t matter. | talked
with him allittle bit, and made it clear aso to him that it went by marks, that we had alot of trouble last
time (when he wasn't here yet) and | hoped he would help so that we wouldn't this time. | said the
problem last time was lack of baance: he responded that tho he wasn't there, he understood that we
had hired people who dready had jobs. | said no, it was that we hired too many from one village, and
that it was smply that some of the villages didn’t have enough Form 4's. He then agreed, but went back
to balance and the compound. | explained that as far as we were concerned it didn’t matter whether
people cleaned the compound. He nodded, but aso said that the DC was coming, there was dl that
bush, it looked bad and (I think for my benefit) it brought mosquitos, that the government didn’t give
them money to hire people to do it. | agreed but reiterated our postion. T., who was listening, said
later she didn’t think he understood what | was saying.
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Supervisors are bored—again, a good reason for not starting today. They would have been tired and
cranky, whereas tomorrow | hope they will be full of vim and vigor again.

They are now requiring Form 4 certificates—and did so in Kawadghone. In Gwass one woman
snesked in with & 8, they dismissed her during training and she caused some trouble in her village, so
they don't want that to happen again.

Very hot and ticky, as it wasin Homa Bay. We're here later than we' ve ever been, and closer to the
rans-0-perhapsit getsv. hot before it rains.

| asked G.M. whether people here were worried about AIDS. He said yes, very worried. | asked
what they had been doing to protect themsalves, he said some use condoms. When | asked “with wife’
he looked surprised, said no, with girlfriends. | asked whether some left, he said some do; | asked if he
actudly knew anyone whose wife left, he said O. O., (M898) m. after K1, wife (F901) |eft because he
moved, “she thought the other woman might give him AIDS’. | asked if she had come back, she has,
then | asked why?? He said “maybe she couldn’t find anybody to marry again.” What's more, he
married the girlfriend, now has 2 wives

Tuesday, Mar 7:

HTR/AIDS: Ladgt night a dinner P. raised the topic, gpropos of nothing we were talking about, of how
young couples planning marriage could be sure they were not marrying someone infected with HIV. T.
says her church won't marry couples unless they both have testing certificates that they are uninfected,
and someone mentioned that the government could do this, with Uganda as an example. Immediately
there was a discussion about how this wouldn't work in Kenya—but noone commented that Uganda is
not so different from Kenya, and indeed has Luos. They sad the government couldn’t enforce it,
people would just bribe. D. gave the familiar argument that you could be tested today and tomorrow
you'd be infected, so what good would it do. F. said that anyway people have been deeping together
before marriage and not using condoms. It would be better to encourage faithfulness, because if you
change partners (before marriage) every six months and each new partner you have to use a condom
with, you'd be using condoms dl thetime. | made the argument that | thought our data from Oyugis and
Gwass showed change, and that family planning ook a long time, and that | thought change would
occur. The difference, of coursg, is in the meantime many will die. . F. said AIDS was different,
because there was such a long time that you couldn’t see any symptoms. He thought that instead of
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saying “AlDS is degth”, they should say “you will suffer for along long time’. Everyone knows they
have to die, but the suffering might scare them. (Thisis a good eg. of the educated thinking that the
villagers are “not aware-- they don’t need to be told, they can see their relaives suffering). | pointed
out that even though thereisalot of infection, 2/3 of the people in Kisumu are NOT infected, they must
be doing something. No one took this argument serioudy: they sad “they are just lucky.” All of the
participants in this conversation except T. (perhaps) have worked on AIDS projects for NGO's:. like
FP before it, thereis a continued sense of criss, of people doing nothing, perhaps so that the NGOs can
keep the funds flowing. | suggested that they talk to some of the respondents in their villages who say
they are a low risk and try to figure out why, but no one said what a good idea. | suspect they much
prefer to talk about why these people aren’t doing enough, than find out what they are doing.

My night was fine, but F., G. and D. didn't deep a wink, bats congtantly through their rooms. They
were very funny about it at breskfast, tho—F. saying he would push the bat over to D., and D. would
push it over to G..

Quite afew interviewer applicants, atho only 6 old interviewers showed up. Almost everyone there at
8 sharp. We had given pogters to interviewers who came yesterday, maybe they posted them: they said
8dharp. G.waslate | had to send a cook after him. Last time the complaint was that Uginawe hired
too many people from one family (the M.s), sO we can't be seen to be giving him any specid
consderation. T. said “they are not good friends with the chief, they don't talk.” F. saysasit is people
refer to our team as “G.’s people’—last time he did dl sorts of things to prepare for us (tables, chairs),
he filled the lanterns every night, etc. R. came up and sad that the chief was il ingsting we hire only
people who had cleaned the compound, R. told him off, that was his business getting the compound
cleaned, not ours, that he hadn't prepared the rooms for us. Later | go over to greet him, he again says
what he did for us, | say nonsense, the place was filthy. | did so joking, however, as we need him on
our Side. He aso talked to F. about giving jobs to the people who dashed the compound. F. said “I
keep telling him the same same thing.” Our old chief, now back to being an assgtant chief rather than
an acting chief asin K2, comes over to greet us, and then goes over to tak with the chief. Perhapsheis
telling him it’s no good to pressure us, it doesn't work. | hope so.

Grading the tests: T. reads out a question that was supposed to be trandated from English to Luo: jB21,
about how many relatives you have, their ages, living, etc. Instead, the person answered the question-
how many brothers living, dead, which ones had gone to secondary school, and the prescription
“members of a family should learn to love each other.” F. laughed and said that must be a woman. |
thought it was because of the sentiment expressed, but it turns out it was because it was such a poor
answver—he said of course it is a woman, what do you expect. Then E. popped up and said when we
had the question on animds, it was a man who answered “1 have two cows, etc”.
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The test scores were quite high, the highest we've had. We got 12 women without going below 17. 5
men and 1 woman had 17, we needed some of those but not al, so they did a persond interview with
those people and selected. They wanted to take quite a few more than we needed and dismiss some,
but E. pointed out how much it would cost if they took 6 extra people, say, for two days, today and
tomorrow and they immediately backed off. Some debate about whether to take the 5 men and 1
woman who don’'t come from Wakula S. F. thought we shouldn't: we had been very srict about not
paying any attention to who had cleaned the compound. The others disagreed, very strong statements
about meritocracy, values-and about wanting the best interviewers because it made their work easier.
The whole process—tes, grading, announcing, took 2 hours.

FIELDWORK: Supervisors are convinced that even if there is some problem about the selection, it
won't matter as soon as they know we are giving gifts. F. tells about a R who refused the interview, no
no no. Then his femde interviewer lifted up the sugar and sogp to go, and he said “All right I'll do the
interview.” F. dso taked about going to homes to interview in the am. and they offer you a big
caabash of porridge, but without sugar. He had to force it down. Now he gives the sugar before they
serve the porridge.  T. said in one home where they thought the sugar was laced with something, they
asked them to serve it separately so she could eat the porridge.

Much commotion about the vidt of the DC. Community members are there early, around 9, DC
supposed to arrive at 10. He hadn’t-D.0O., in charge of the committee for hisvist, said “he will come.”
Then a pause, “I hope he doesn't fal us’. In the event, the DC didn't come but sent his DO.
Accompanied by the assstant DO dationed at Sena. The officids (Das, the chief from here, our friend
the assstant chief) al wearing army camoflauge jackets, berets. Other people dressed up. Lots of
chairs brought in from al over the village, a sofa set for the DO to Sit on. They asked us to type up a
memorandum for him, and a schedule of activities, which was mogtly speeches. The DO arrived
sometime after noon, and left about 5-5:30. The whole time was the important people stting on chairs
in front, some others on chairs in the audience, many on the grass (dl this was under the big tree in front
of the hedth centre) Almog dl the preparations were made by men, with the women only responsible
for cooking; the guests were dl men with the exception of one woman chief (I was told, | didn’t see
here). But it was clearly an eg. of interactions with the officid world being done by men. At one point
they came to pay their respects to us, | told them a bit about the research-U of P, funded by Usgowt,
wi/reports going to Kenya govt and US gowt, as well as many other places in the world that now know
about Mfangano. That latter seemed to please them. DO asked whether we would teach people, |
said no, he dso asked if we give them results, | said we have but they weren't interested, they wanted
things like water.

At dinner | bring up the comparison with Uganda. They dl ingst that Uganda had much higher leds of
AIDS earlier. | checked in pocite-around 1995, Rakal, about the same as Nyanza, but they aren’t
convinced. They dso say in Uganda some prominent people announced they had AIDS, no one here
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has, talked about the former chief justice, Chesoni, everyone knew he died of AIDS but it was never
sad.

March 8, Wednesday:

Big sorm lagt night: thunder, lightening, lots of rain.

At breskfast: there are il a few interviews/cover sheets from Kawadghone to be sorted out. Oneis
G.’s E. had queried an inconsstency, he had gone back to the interviewer, she explained and he told
her to fix it. Two NWPs had said smdl risk, but because uses condoms with partners AND has sex
only with spouse. So when the interviewer fixed it, she moved the nwps to moderate/great risk. E.
asked, but without saying name of R. G. immediatdy said “Was the interviewer HE.?” When E. sad
yes, he remembered the issue. A good eg. of how well the supervisors know their questionnaires and
interviewers.

INT-SELECTION: I've been meeting w/interviewers from each village to ask them whether so and s0
has died, moved, etc. They know, and it will save alot of time. It's been v. time consuming to go to
search out the houses of respondents who have died, moved, haven't lived here since before K1.
Should have been done before, as it's wasted a lot of time, and esp. for those who had never been
interviewed, since we sometimes didn’'t have names or compounds correctly. Rather a surprise to me
that the supervisors didn’t think of this before, as it was very much in their interest . A great advantage
to have locd interviewers. AIDS: one family moved back from Uganda, | asked why, they shrugged.
Then | asked if he was hedthy, they said no, he wasn't. When | told the story later to F., he had a
respondent in Kawadghone (actudly in Nyak Tenda) whom he had met when he was counsdlling AIDS
victims in a project for KEMRI who had come home, is now dead, as is the wife. It tooks to me as if
people who are sick may come back, perhaps to establish their wives on a shamba, to build a house,
maybe because they get too weak to work wherever they have been. Then the man dies and the wife
leaves.

STRATEGIES. went over the questionnaires for Wamai with J. (who was an interviewer in K1 and K2
aso) and another man: J. is married the other isnot. J. said even until the late 1980s there was little talk
of AIDS, now “you can talk about it every day, even twice in aday. You see someone thin, and then
he dies, and then the woman dies, “it affects you”. | asked if he talked with others about what you can
do to protect yourself, he answered “dl | can do is take care of mysdf.” | said no, that’s not enough, he
has to worry about his wife. | beieve he does trust his wife, but in response he said when you see
someone die, the wife dies, you say “I must talk to my wife.” He married a second wife. | asked if that
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caused a problem with the first, he said no because they had no children. But the second wife has not
left. | asked if he was worried about the second wife's movements, he indicated a bit. | said was't it
difficult to marry her, he sad “well, a firs you develop love, you marry.” But it seems as if later he
began to wonder. | asked if they knew of a man who had chased his wife because he thought she was
moving. At frg the two of them answered in generdities, but then it turns out that somebody told this
man his wifeé s movements were suspicious, and “he found letters in the box” (I think her box, which is
private for her). He then tried to talk with her but she denied it, they had afight and she ran away. She
tried to come back three times. | asked about children, did she leave them? He said there was no child
in that marriage, and no cows. | asked what happened to her, J. said “I’ve been told she's in Homa
Bay.” Doing what? “Working in bars and hotels.” | asked if that meant she was a progtitute, he looked a
bit embarrassed, or maybe embarrassed for me that | would even have to ask that, and said Yes. |

pressed them on real conversations about what you can do, with red people, to try to get away from
generdities (including “ people who are aware, who are alittle bit educated”’, what they think. Findly J.
talked about one friend and his wife, he thinks they are “weak”, i.e. both unhedlthy, probably HIV+.

This friend talks very openly that AIDS is here. He told J. he moved around before, and his 2 wife
died, maybe he got infected from moving and then infected the wife. “He's saved now”. When | ask
them about men in the village who don’'t move, they say there are some, | asked who they are: they are
“the saved ones” Then | asked the other interviewer, who isn't married, how he picks his girlfriends. It
was modtly if they look hedlthy, when probed, aso about their movements are not so direct. | asked him
how he knew that, his example was “ she comes to his area when he' s not here’, and dso other men tell

him.

T., from the Bible Trandation Society, came by: he's supervisng the remodding of one of the little
houses for a Canadian Missonary and his wife and 3 kids, who are to be here 4 or more years. First
the missonary will learn the language and the orthography of Basuba, then after two years dart to
trandate. T. had been very optimistic about the changes that having a Suba Digtrict would make, but
they seem minima-the government pays for the incharge (which it did before) and for “someone to
advise them about development”, which turns out to be the chief (1 gather there is an extra chief now).
But the government has withdrawn both from the clinic and the school, and left them entirely to the
community. So people are contributing to the school to pay a teacher. And the Bible Trandation
Society last year brought a visiting doctor and dentist, and donated some drugs. But Tom is il pleased
about the Didrict—"it gave us an identity.” It turns out that—Tom says following my suggestion-they have
organized a fishing coop society and bought a boat, the one that was launched yesterday. This gives
employment to about 20 youths as clerks, managers, etc and “reduces the burden of dependency.”

After dinner | show them acouple of the ligs for the villages, pointing out the “died”, “left’. They know
these people, and seemed genuindy sad—oh, so and so died.  P. and T. going over the lists to
interview—pointing out the names that “I haven't heard before’, like M., O.M., W.. The ligs give a
good picture of the movement in the village. In every one, there is a handful who have died, and a
bunch of wives who have left—often just before or after the death of the husband. | suspect these are
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wives who haven't been here long, especialy ones where the family was not involved in the marriage
arrangements-O. described one wife who left as “just someone you meet”.  There are dso people
(sometimes just men, but sometimes a man and severd wives, who have moved somewhere dse. New
wives have come in, and some men or women or families have come back from living somewhere dse.

The people K. found after K1 that had been missed tend to be marginal, and some doubtfully belong on
the lig—a few turn out to be fishermen who aren't member of the lineage, some where bascdly in

Nairobi but just happened to be back, some were on the border of a village not in our sample, and not
clear where they live. Thus, the miji-kumi’slist was pretty good for a de facto sample of de jure lineage
members. In retrospect, however, it would have been good to go to some women to check over the
list, which was something we didn’t think about. The women interviewers who helped me, and some of
the male interviewers as well, only knew the women respondents by these nicknames.  C. and F. kept
saying the miji-kumi’s know, but, like the miji-kumi’ s themsdlves, they think in terms of the mae lineage.
The women's nicknames-N.G., N.K.—that mark the places where they come from make it clear that
they are never full resdents, dways known by ther father's place. We dso should have been more
specific that for nicknames this is what we wanted, snce thisis how they are known in the village, or as
“MinT.”, i.e. Mother of T.. Going over the ligt with the interviewers turned up severa who had come
back sick, and | suspect that there are more than they have said—a man working in Nairobi or Uganda
who redlizes he is ill will ether have to come back because he can’'t work any longer, or perhaps he
wants the wives to establish themsalves so that someone will look after his children (I think O.’s brother
did that).

Thursday:

At breskfast we talk about security, then P. comments that dl the time we ve been here except for the
one attack by nightrunners after | had left in K2, no trouble. That leads to discusson of Gwass. P.
sad her village, Ongongo, was despised by others in Gwass. “I don't know why, maybe partly
because they are Catholic and most others are SDAS, Catholics are liberd, they can drink) and because
others think they have low understanding. In al my village there was only one home with a pit latrine,
the next one was in the school that was in a pitiful position, threatening to collapse.” T. compares with
her village, Radienya, 3 tile houses-Osero, his brother, someone ese. “Would even fit in in Nairobi as
upper middle class houses. And God Kwach is reated to Radienya, if funerd in Radienya the whole of
God Kwach comes.” Interviewer HE. in afancy house, her husband works in Nairobi. P: “Our people
(Ongongo) would say ‘Oh us, we are hated because..... But that of pit latrines has little to do with
poverty, thet islaziness. They would say ‘Are you people being pushed here because we don’t know
anything about the world? To bring us sugar with HIV?. But | was forced to tak nicely to her in order
to use her pit latrine’

QUESTIONNAIRE/INT-TRAINING: The interviewers have finished reading over the questionnaire
and talking about each question. | go down to the clinic waiting room, where they’ ve had training, and
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try to explain why we have the sections other than FP and AIDS. Not sure it worked, maybe. They
should know, since they will be asked “why does the mazungu want to know whether we have a pit
latrine?’ The interviewers, like the respondents, think that we are going to “teach” the people, or bring
development: they can probably relate economic things to the latter, but gender and the modernity
questions can't make much sense to them.

FIELDWORK: F. didn't buy the gifts in HB, probably because it's a lot to transport, or maybe
because he forgot. He sent G., who has a boat, to get them (which means G. missed aday of training).
We dso don't have enough cash, so he wrote G. a check, G. can advance the cash. When | wondered
about this, F. said these fisherman can make alot of money. When we arrived here, it turned out that F.
had substantidly underestimated what we would need here. He and E. had been over the expected
expenses for Kawadghone and Mfangano, and then asked E. to wire enough money to cover, about
600,000KS. But when F. wanted to pay J. and S. before they went back to Nairobi, E. said she
couldn’t, she had only enough money to pay for the interviewers, the return boat, and a little extra. It
turned out F. hadn’t included codts like for food here, and some other things—he's 100,000K S short. C.
had the same problem in K1.

O. goes over the Kiumbwe questionnaires with me,and P. to trandate (he

gpesks some English, but is far more loquaciousin Luo). One of degth’sis
O. s elder brother. M. K. M989, M.A .K. F1021. Died August 1998, AIDS
suspected. He's O.’s older brother. O. said some people suspected AIDS, but O.
doesn't think so because he left behind smal hedthy children. The brother did,
however, ove around (O. laughed and said “that’s normd”). He thinks he used
condoms but isn't sure because M. worked in Uganda—but he once saw condoms
in his house. When M. knew he was dying, he worried about the children, and
asked O. to carefor hisonly son. O. has done that, and the daughters aswell: he
sees that they go to schooal, that they eat well. He dso helps the wife with soap,
and maizeif thereisfamine. Thereis adso an inheritor, afamily member, who helps
with money aswell. After the husband' s desth, the wife was worried that she may
have been infected, but now she is not—the years are passing, and the children are

fine. | asked O. if M. had given him any advice about avoiding illness, he said no.
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O.M. M1001,C. O./N.K. F1034. Sheleft. Both the two interviewers and O. had
much the same explanation. She had been ill for some time (the husband, said the
interviewers, did not “move’), and a preacher for one of those “new churches’
cameto pray for the family, the wife left with them. Upon probing, it gppears she
didn’'t leave for religion but for the preacher: he was “one of those fase preachers
who come to take peopl€ swives’, said O.; the “preacher said he could pray, but
they were up to something.” She stayed in Mbitawith him, came back for one
week, left again. The husband then followed her to Mbita, but couldn’t find her.
She |eft one boy behind.

O.K., M909, and N., F914: he Died 1998, AIDS suspected. Thetwo interviewers said “diarrhea and
witchcraft”, i.e. chirag O. sad mdaria The wife left before he died, while he was sck: the two
interviewers said she was “&fraid of repercussons’ from his degth, including problems with the brothers.
After probing about these problems, they said “Nobody could assst her”, but that turns out to be
nobody would assis her: they had been living in Uganda and were not welcome when they came back
in 1997. At that point he till looked hedthy. O. sad that the wife “was just this woman you met”, they
(he and others) didn't know her well; he says the story about the brothers not helping is not true. O.
sad she had aso been living in Uganda. She is ds0 said to have died in 1998.” Some sad AIDS
suspected, some maarid’. She was sck for one year, and very thin. The two interviewers sad she
didn’'t live esewhere, but | think O. isright, he knows the family better.

P.0.0. M994 and R.A. F1027. She died in 1998, sick three years, some said chira, some said AIDS.
It was ds0 sad she was killed/cursed: people thought she could have been a nightrunner, or one of
those people who looked at people wickedly. O. added, when asked, that she also used to move
around along the beaches. he knows about this because, as the proverb says, “whatever you do in
darkness will come out’—and it turns out that a cousin of O.’s was one of the men who moved with R.
Her husband had heard about her moving, and was worried; O.’s cousin hasn't talked about any fears,
he thinks the hushand may be worried about infection.

PAPERFLOW: Day spent helping E. organize the questionnaires. It's redly a massve task, and she's
done a terrific job. She fird printed out labels for the questionnaires of dl the people who are in
STATA, naticing discrepancies (such as husband and wife in a different village). Then N., L. and M.
(before they left) went through the miji-kumi list where | had marked al the people who hadn’'t been
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interviewed before, and made questionnaires for them (surdly introducing some error, e.g. writing the
id# done incorrectly). Then I’ ve been thru the questionnaires with interviewers from that village, to find
out those who have died, living in Mombasa, etc, so the interviewers/'supervisors don't have to ded with
them. Then, the finad step which E. and | worked on today, is to be sure that al the questionnaires on

the supervisor's log are in the proper box for that village, plus the one's from the m-k list that aren’t on
the log, and al the cover sheets that have been done are roted on the log. Very tedious. It's easy

when it's a monogamous couple who have been interviewed before. But some have gained a wife with
adifferent level number, s0 the two wives of the same husband are on different places on thelog. And
for those on the mk list who were never interviewed or had a number because they wereliving away in
K1, the name is often dill Wife 1 or Wife 2. One of our gods is to be able to tell the supervisors
tomorrow how many there are to be interviewed here, and thus how many daysit will takeif they do x a
day vsy aday. They are eager to leave, athough they are being good natured about it. Two monthsin
the field is a long time, and we are al worn out.  And doing dl this paperwork makes it very

understandable that few people want to do longitudina studies—you are sure to uncover mistakes in

identities, shoddy sampling, etc. And unlessiit is associated with a project that gives something back,

such as Navrongo, the respondents are less willing to cooperate.

The rainy season has definitely begun. It rained again last night, athough this time | didn’t heer it. But
when | got up, pretty much at daybreak (we turn off the generator at 9 and everyone goes to bed),
there was a bank of black clouds moving away over the lake. It then got sunny and humid again, the
lake flies seem to be back.

Friday March 10:

Quedtionnaires with Mautainterviewers.

4. 0.0. M Mombasa

K3history: Had been living in Mombasa

Died Nov 1998, cancer/chira, “some suspected AlIDS because he liked women on the coast”.
Died in Mombasa.

5. Wifel F Mombasa

Nyar Bakusu: K3history: had been living with him in Mom basa
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She returned after he died with children and household goods. She refused to be inherited,
although there was pressure: “she doesn’t trust anyone.” Hisbrothersare providing for her.

7. M.O. M Muhoroni

K3history: had been living in Muhoroni. Died 1994, in Muhoroni. Died of lung cancer, AIDS
not suspected.

8. N.W. F Muhoroni

K3history: she returned after he died Relatives helping her. She was inherited, but
separated from the inheritor, who then died either of AIDS or chira. She is now looking for
another inheritor because “she’'sin need of a house.” Interviewer says she didn’t seem so
worried about infection, “or maybe she can’t show it.”

3. O.W. M Nairobi

K3history: Had been living in Nairobi, returned to Mauta around 1994/95. He died in 1995,
related to witcheraft—quarrelswith a neighbor.

4. Wifel F Nairobi
Died 19809.

Wife 2. N.K. She deserted home after he died. She was sickly, husband’s brothers “not
taking care of her properly”, e.g. wouldn’t take her to hospital; also, neighbor wanted a piece
of her shamba, since he was said to be a witch she wasworried about dying. She went hometo
her parent’s place so they could take care of her and her children (shetook the children). This
was a proper marriage—his Ist wife had died in 1989, and the mother of the deceased wife
introduced them. Interviewers say the brothers are quite poor, couldn’t afford the hospital
expenses.

3. 0.0. M Nairobi

K3history: Has been living in Nairobi, retired to Sindo with an inherited wife. Children livein
Mauta with grandmothr. Hereturnsrarely to give grain for the grandmother/children.

4. Wifel F Nairobi

K 3history: Divorced, hasbeen living in Nairobi. Never comesto village, name not known.
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Mesting:

Re cover sheets, remind them that if person has not been interviewed, not enough to say “dead”, or
“died lagt year”, or “moved to Kisumu in 1998 has to cover the K1 and K2. One of the reason there
were SO many callbacks before is that the interviewers didn't get this straight, and some of you didn't
catchiit.

Nervous about interviewers, esp toward end when they learn what the common answers are.

E.g. G’ sinterviewer J.O.O., knew aR. quite well, and a NWP of the respondent, a confidante,
was surdy known to him as wel. Yet dmost everything was wrong about him, as if J. just put down
any number.

E.G. Cover sheet of awoman who died says “lived in Kisukmu but now living here’.

Try not to have sameint. do husband and wife. Usudly if there are different interviewers the numbers of
chickens, goats etc are somewhat different: when the same interviewer, they are identicd. Story of
G.N.’sinterview: had interviewed wife before and filled in, just confirmed w/G..

Pay atention to frequent rubbings. To be expected Ist days, but certainly after 5 days should be only
occasond, eg. when R changes mind.

Would it help to dismiss at least one interviewer fairly early on?

A37/38 rerisk: do not read list

A38: Be sure they ae cler about diff between “spouse has other partners’ and aguestions about
Respondent (does not use condoms, more than one sex partner, many Ssex partners)

Todo-Mfangano

Go over m-k ligts and E.s log to make sure al the ones who hadn’t been interviewed are on my list.
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make list of “problem” respondents—e.g. no person by this name, no wife by this name.

Ask local interviewersto rank categories by most likely to be infected

Make ligt of men under 40 who say no sex partners, and match with interviewers who know family, ask
whether believed.

Ask supervisorsto find out why diff nwpsfor FP and aids

March 11, Saturday

At mesting last night E. reported her count of number of questionnaires—-458—and estimate of how many
days it would take if they did 2/day vs 3 per day. For 3/day it's six (actudly 6.1) days, they’d be
finished Thursday, could leave Friday; for 2 aday, it's 3 more days, they could leave Tuesday. They
are determined to leave Thursday, but it's unlikedy—and | do hope that they won't sacrifice data qudlity,
atho | think that is aso unlikely: they fed that they have worked hard over the years to get superb data.
This morning at breskfast (bread, marg, peanut butter, jam) | gave chocolate hearts to al to mark the
first day of the last dte. T. sad every morning when she wakes up, before she opens her eyes, she
counts how many more days (she shuts her eyes and scrunches up her face to illustrate).

March 11, 2000, Mfangano: T. from Bible Trandation and Literacy Society:

We tak about what the community development committee is doing, incl. the new boat that was
launched (symboalicdly: it still doesn’'t have a motor). He sad there isalot of money in fishing (Remba
Is.,, near here, can get as much as 3/4 of amillion Ksh/day—it' s the chief fishing idand around here). But
he says not much stays in the community, because mogt of the fishermen here, in Uging, are from

outsde. | asked why, since it's so lucrative. His explanation is that for along time fishing was seen as
something done by people who didn’'t go to school. And they don’t use the money well—they get it, and
they just go to bars and compete to buy crates of beer for their friends.

After that he talked about AIDS, but about orphans, not the disease. The committee is talking about a
home for orphans. | said wouldn’t it be better for them to be cared for a home by the husband's
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brothers, but he said sometimes the “uncles are not very concerned.” | asked for an example, he told
about a kid named “Boy” whose father and mother had died, he was being cared for by the
grandmother, and then she died recently, he has no one. | said not no one, uncles. He said “You
know, we take ourselves as poor, the little we get we want for our immediate family.” He then talked
about help from outsde, probably a logicd connection: “ Sometimes when you wak with a white man,
they think you are dso rich. When they see the white missonary they see money in him, they see good
things” He traces this back to the missonariesin colonia times, who just brought things.

| asked about behavior change re AIDS. He said “it’s difficult to gauge, but from the tak there is a
sense that turning. But with this beach down here, it's not easy to control. But they are aware, they are
cautious in their movements.” He said the women who come here “are trying everything to lure men,
especidly the youth.” | asked about widow inheritance, whether men were refusing. He said yes, “if you
know someone has died of AIDS, you don’t want to inherit the widow.” Indeed, he said, this is one of
the reasons the family doesn’'t want to say that the man has died of AIDS. | asked if he knew someone
who refused, he had one example, of a man who wented to inherit a widow “but his father refused, he
sad “you'll get AIDS because your brother died of AIDS.” | asked whether people talked about this
gtory. “ Some people talked about this positively, some negatively. “ What did they say?“ Some said that
‘the old man did a good thing, because he concerned that his home will be wiped out.” Others said,
‘that lady, no one will take care of her and her children.””

| asked about women leaving. “Once you come here [marry here]l you become the property of the
home, and people should take care of you. But sometimes that help is not forthcoming.” | asked
whether people returned home to die, he doesn't think so. He thinks what happens is that these people
who have stayed away a long time have “become used to town life, they retire, they come back and
they have to work on the shamba, the change in work intensity” leads to their death. Or if they are Sick,
they think they can get treated at home: “Let me go and be treated at home.” | said but the treatment
fadlities are better in Mombasa or Nairobi, he said yes, but “the sickness may not be treatable in the
hospitd, only in the rurd where there are traditiond herbs.” | asked if there was a problem when aman
who has been living outsde a long time returns with his wife and family. He sad yes, “when the family
goes, land is available. When he returns, the land is squeezed.” He heard of a case when the man died,
“the brothers started snatching, they took his canoe, his things, the wife had to leave.”

| asked about women who think their husband has been moving, may have become infected, do they
leave? He told of a case where “the woman redized husband has contracted, she moved to new place
where nobody knows her.” | asked how she would learn husband has contracted, “ She learned from
the symptoms, might have seen reportsin the hospita. The lady has dso died now.” He didn’t ever talk
with thislady, he just heard about it.
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“Here they don’'t leave when think husband moves, they start moving themsdlves. Or if a friend to the
husband's friend has died, they take that as a sign that the husband was infected too, and dtart to
move.” | asked about a specific case: “ Someone on Remba, after she redlizes the hushand was walking
around, she started moving, but unfortunately it is the wife that has passed away.” Also another case:
“Here there's a case, somebody has passed away, he had been moving with a married woman, the
husband of that woman says ‘now I'm dead’, so he has to walk to make sure he doesn’t die done.” |
asked if he actudly knew of someone, he knows of one person who has said that. “The person who
died , so many things had been said. The husband has made it public, that he is going to move around,
and he is redly moving around.” And added, “Two people | know, one working in Mombasa, after
contracting the disease in Mombasa came here, declared he would give out money to women. He man
died 3 years ago, the women are in the line of going away. And some of their husbands have died. The
train of desth.”

| asked about “probably not”. He said you can’t know what people did, but he didn’'t seem to think it
was very likely that women thot their husbands faithful. | asked about older men: “Older men it is not
easy to say.” Staunch Chrigtians? “Yes. But Chridians, if the husband is maybe faithful but the wife
not....” | talked a bit about the church’s emphasis on persond responsibility, saying that is not enough.
| don't think he had congdered the issue like this, dthough he certainly recognizes spousd transmisson.
Then he launched into an “awareness speech”, “What is needed is awvareness, people trying to senstize
people, trying to educate families on how they can take care of themsdves” | said they know what they
need to know, he said yes, but still you can need a“refresher course.”

We taked about change. He thinks there has been come community development. Taked about
women'’ s groups, thinks there are four new women groups since we were here last, one a poultry group,
getting lots of money.

Doesn't think helps to tell people they are infected because that person will want others to be infected.
| ask if he thinks Uganda's approach re testing before marriage would work here, but he doesn't
answer the “would work” part with the sort of objections the supervisors raised. He says “Tegting for
marriages is being discussed in the church.” It's been done in two SDA churches near here, one in
Oyugis, onein HB. “A young boy who wanted to get married, they went for checkup, the families said
‘it’ s better we know who you are going to marry’, by the time the results were out the boy was infected.
They didn’'t get married, it was canceled.” Tom supports this, that *you need to know the person you
are marrying, take a blood test. We are not living in the 19" century, the medicines are there, you go
and get your results. Tho people dill fear. Because you will be isolated, at the beginning [of the
epidemic] they put people in a camp if they were infected.” I've never heard this, but he inggts “The
camps were in severd places, | know in Kisi.”  Taks about the pictures of AIDS victims in Uganda—
they appear to have made an impresson. “The pictures that were taken in Uganda were redly
fearsome, a guy, the whole of his face was chopped up, [illustrated, something where face v. distorted)
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he was lying on the ground, helpless. So any person associated w/aids is not taken lightly, if | discover
that | have AIDS, my hedlth would change.”

| asked whether people talk now about condoms. Y es. “People say openly “use condoms’, they fed it
is much safer.” He taks about the prestige associated with having many women, men who brag they
have had every woman in the village. “Now they say ‘thereisno way | can have just one wife to show
my manliness but they say ‘let me use condoms’.” | asked if they would use with the wife, no, “but not
with the wife, they won't even want the wife to redize they have a condom in the pocket because a
condom isasign of prodtitution.” | asked about availability. “They are provided in the clinic, sold in the
kiosks, they just buy them.”

We then waked down to see the missionary’s place, and to the village to see the new fishing boat,
which can hold 80 people or two tons of fish. The fishermen register their catch each morning, but are
only given enough for the day, the rest is saved. The society is new: the fisherman here used to belong
to one “over there’, G.M. was the representative, “but there was mismanagement.” So this group
broke away. He's not sure they can avoid mismanagement here, but hopes God will help.

Throughout he emphasized, as he had last year, the importance of the community doing things for
themsdves. Sad that they had been just waiting for the govt to do something for the school and the
clinic, but now the government has turned things over to them, eg. the clinic building. He aso said the
in-charge has been here only since January, dtho he has been sck since he came it hasn't been that
long. Re home for orphans, he concelves it as for the very needy; | said but won't everyone w/an
orphan want to send them? He then talked in the ideas of a means test, tho not the language. At some
point Tom asked whether | had put into a report anything about the “little trouble’ we had last time. |
sad no. He said that a lot of people heard about it, e.g. the DO, DC were talking about it. It didn’t
look good for the people here.

| type for E., her interviews from Rumphi, replete with repetitions, murmurs. | comment to E.. She said
the interviewer whose stuff I'm typing, Praise, had transcribed before he did an interview, and said
when he interviewed next he tried not to do so many repetitions etc because it was more work for him.
But he said it clearly made the respondent uncomfortable, he was waiting for amurmur before going on.

Asst chief J.S.O. came for avist. To greet me, make sure we are 0.K., no problems w/security, etc.
Also to arrange for me to vist—he can’'t Monday or Tuesday so we set Wed at 8. We tak some about
AIDS, nothing much new. He said people now are redly convinced there is AIDS-though some ill
say “‘itischirg thereisno AIDS™ . | asked whether even these advise their sons not to move around,
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and they do. He tadked alot about telling people they have to be careful. He did know of two menin
his village who refused to inherit a widow because the hushand was suspected to have died of AIDS.
He saysin his village he has forbidden inheritors from the outsde. Said people reacted well to that, but
I’'m not sure. | asked him about wives who worry that husband is moving, what they can do. He said
“Some women are very courageous, they say ‘My husband, moving around is dangerous, there is this
dreadful disease” But some of the husbands just dismissit. “The man, you know, isin charge here.
They just say ‘I will do what | want.”” | asked if women complain if they can’t be inherited. He sad
they do, they say “If | can't be inherited who's going to help me?’

For the ones who refuse, sometimes there is pressure. “But rowadays if you try to pressure someone
to be inherited she can even take you to court’—athough when | asked, it turned out there has been no
cae here yet. “But what they usudly do, on the day of burid she can say ‘I want to make it clear
before you thet | will not be inherited.’”” At funerds he tells people “don’t try to force inheritance.” |
asked why he was opposed to outside inheritors. He said because of the disease: either the outside
inheritor will bring it, or he will get it from the widow and spread it esewhere.  We went over the list
together for Wamai, and then he asked to see Mauta.  Even with al his tak about AIDS, he was
reluctant to say the word-he would say “that dreadful diseass”, or sometimes “aah no, that was
mdarid’. Brought up the sad state of orphans. And somewhere in the conversation said most people
trying to avoid AIDS but not the fishermen, they come from other places, Uganda, Tanzania.

R. chatted with J. S. and his wife. J. told about a friend of his who used to move a lot, and then
suddenly stopped, he got scared, told J. about it. But J. dso said that only the person knows his own
heart, indicating that he wasn't sure it was true. | said to R. that he had forbidden inheritors from the
outside. R. said he said something a bit different, so maybe | misunderstood-that men in the village were
now congdering very carefully whether to inherit or not, but that there were these men at the beach,
fishermen, they would just do it. His wife said young men, most of the time it's thot that women like
mandazis 0 the youg men buy them, but now the women are buying mandazi for the men, they are
women whose probably their spouse worked outside and had alot of money. They talked about how
odd it was for people who announce their spouse died of aids, ill they can get partners.

R.: Came back bubbling. They did 2 each. Very long walk there, over an hour, worse on the way back
because of the sedflies, they had to walk with their heads down. She had been very tough with the
interviewers yesterday, including Julius, an old interviewer who redlly messed up yesterday, but did fine
today. “They are 0 eager, they were even running to the interview (she illudtrated). After the interview
they would come back, | would check the questionnaire quickly to see if anything missng, anything
obvioudy wrong, if there was | would send them right back, and they would go off running.” they would
say “I want to do this perfectly.”

F. and G.: In Ugina, hard to find anyone before 10. Then they al come back, they are there until 1, and
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then they go waking. But P. said it's hard to chase the men, they are planting seeds, from 6 to 6 they
are missing. So have to get them at the shambas. Her village is right next to Ugina, so not clear why the
schedule is so different. She said maybe it's because it’s high up and very bushy. But she aso got 10.
They are optimigtic about finishing: interviewers did two each today, they can do more by tomorrow or
the next day. And they aren’t making many mistakes, they said.

| told them they could sacrifice new wives of polygamists or new couples if they were hard to find; if
they are there, interview them. But chase down the people we ve interviewed before.

F. says the supervisor's presence makes the interviewers nervous, and the respondent too. So they
decided to St just outsde. But then the interviewer comes out to consult them. Even G. came out
saying the person refused to give networks, he didn’t know what to do.

FIELDWORK: T: “I had alot of trouble in Mauta. Two of the ladies we fired are from there, and the
people are redly complaining. We have only one from Mauta” She explained that “they couldn’t keep
up,, we had to let them go, but they weren’t convinced, they thought we did it on who you know. They
sad we have 19 interviewers from Ugina (we have 7) that’s why the chief who wasn't happy when we
cameisnow quiet. One guy was waking through saying ‘these guys are devil worshipers but when he
passed the women said “come”.” One man came and asked her how the research would help at the
end of theday. “Then | have this respondent who goes from beach to beach for fishing, when he goesto
Remba for fishing he puts up with two ladies, he refers to them as wives. When he goes to Ringiti he
gets two others, refers to them as wives. But they never come home. So he listed one of them, athird
wife, asacowife” Later, F. said the Councillor’s son passed, daughter of chief’s brother, maybe that's
why people in Mauta complaining. But O.O.’s brother didn’t pass—he had spoken to F., F. said
gptitude test etc, he said “but you know me’, F. said etc etc. Afterward O. said to F. “now | believe
you.”

SAMPLE: F. says some of the guys who are supposed to be dead are dive and vice versa. He thinks
it's just a confuson of names, they are brothers. | checked the names J. S. had given me with the
names the interviewers had given me, no mistakes, so | think people are pretty knowledgesble about
who has died, who has |€ft, who has come back.

| think chira probably underestimated—when | went over the sample list w/the interviewers, they were
reluctant to say chira, and when | said it they were surprised. Maybe chira is consdered a very Luo
thing, that outsiders wouldn't know about or would disapprove of.
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Supervisors didn't assign interviewers to their own village, because “they’ll say they can't interview their
unce’. C., who is8 months pregnant and lives in Ugina, thus has to walk over an hour to Wamai w/R..

F." respondent O.O. (the flunky to the chief) is the one who last time wanted to inherit but his father
chased the wife away saying O. would inherit and there'd be dl that diarrhea, who would clean it up.
O. didn't inherit, but on questionnaire says most worried about inherited wife. Wife returned after two
months.

Mar 12, Sunday

Last night as | was faling adeegp | heard men talking, thought it was O. and friends. Bt it was the chief
and some rather thuggish looking “security police’: | said we didn’t need security we had O., and that |
didn't want anyone bothering “my ladies’. The chief tried to reassure me--they had “come from far” to
arest “youth” today. But they made me nervous. Then faling adegp again, | heard a lu-lu-lu-lu sound,
a bit like someone imiteting a bird cal (but clearly not abird). Then it was joined by others, and a fair
amount of noise. | became worried that they had gone to arrest youth who were fighting back and
would storm our compound, went out to check with O., who said “the father of Jerry has died”. |
suppose he knew from the direction of the sounds, and undoubtedly knew that the man was sick (it
turned out he had had an operation, and is fairly ederly). At breskfast, F. announced a funerd in his
village, and that he and G. were going to try to get people at the funerd. P. and T. shocked, F.
backpedalled and said not at the funera but to get them on the way. E. suggested they go to another
village today, but F. rgjected thai—E. said later that he won't take suggestions from her.

D. was gossping with a woman from a nearby village. She said that the chief of the area had been
having an affair with one of our interviewers, A., who recently gave birth to his child.

Supervisors back: most of the interviewers did 2 interviews, some 3—even in Uginawhere the man died
and lots of people away. Also lots of people away at the shambas-they have now planted, and while
the seeds are germinating someone has to be there to chase the monkeys away (after the seeds are out
of the ground, F. says, the monkeys aren't aproblem.) D., with some reluctance, tells part of the story
of the chief and his girlfriend our interviewer, | tel the rest. G. launches into “theré’s no love in the
village’, with an example—one of his respondents (wife to H932) was a Standard 3 dropout, got married
a 13 or 14. Thefirg wife had some sort of swelling in the wrists and ankles and couldn’t work, so the
husband said he needed to get another wife. The first wife suggested her sister. Moreover, the new 2™
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wife suspects her husband of infiddity. And no nwps, says F., because she is S0 young the other women
look at her. Supervisors are shocked that she is so young, the age of the girl speaksfor itsdf, it can’'t be
love. Also he needed someone to work. Then P. comes up with a counter-gory: the inheritor of O.’s
brother’s widow. The widow is her respondent: “he's dways there, so concerned, when are you
coming with the paper? Get one of your good officerswho can do it fast.” But G. counters: He doesn't
love the wife but the nherited wife [i.e. more like a girlfriend]. F. tells aout one of his respondents
waiting for two days for the wife to have a baby; G. sad “he wants the baby.” A bit of talk about
childbirth in the fidd—two interviewers passed an open door and there was a woman lying on her back
giving birth. Someone said “screaming”, someone else said “they don't scream in the village” Then to
top it dl came R.’s gory. Her village is Wamai, where the ast chief J. S. lives. “He was dogging
someone' s wife and his wife H. found out about it, decided to do the same, “she redly went wild.” He
heard about it, pretended to go to Homa Bay but snuck back at night and found her. He best her, there
was a big family meseting, they decided they loved each other, reconciled, and became “saved.” R.
heard the story from H.’s best friend (and “ other femde rdative’). T. was short of gifts, | said couldn’t
she interview and bring them the gifts tomorrow, she said “In Mauta they won't talk without gifts.”

Monday: Interviewers are the best we' ve had yet. The questionnaires read well, suggesting that they
understand the questions, and few rubbings. Many of them rendezvous at clinic in the am., (7:30) and
gpend the next haf hour organizing the sugar and soap (¥ kilo of sugar and a long bar of soap per
respondent), and sorting questionnaires. Then they take off with bundles on their heads, looking a bit
like the line of porters following explorers in the old pictures. They are Hill very eager, and some have
organizationd &bilities.

Yeserday someone commented that one of Julius (interviewer) wives left. He's young to be a
polygamist, so we made a big ded about it. Now it appears he didn’t manage the two. It seems that
polygamigt is atitle somewhat like “ Generd”—even after you retire it remains an honorific.

T. comes back and says that there have been two beach meetings in her village, Mauta, over our hiring.
They say that the chief’s flunky, O., passed through during the selection process and said that they had
to promise him a goat, beer, etc if they wanted to be hired. | was there most of the time, however, and
| didn't see this. | suggested T. offer to show them the tests of people who didn’t pass, but they don’t
want to see they test, they said they knew how they were done, by favoritism. | said maybe we should
dismiss one of the supposed favorites just to show we weren't playing favorites, T. was shocked. She
adso sad the interviewers themsalves would know if we were acting unfairly, since they know who is
performing poorly: the poor ones ask them for help, they say “go back!”, the poor interviewer returns
and thy say “you haven't corrected this” We dso discussed the poor interviewer of T.'s, whom today
she shifted to G. and F.—she thought perhaps she hed been too tough on her and scared her. | said
maybe we should dismiss
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Mesting: They are dill very eager to finish Thursday, dtho | don't think they will mekeit. E. sad they
should go over ther logs, count how many are left to be interviewed, and she can calculate, but they
didn't seem to want to do that but rather just assume they will finish. Then F. brought up finances,
which turned into an emotiond discusson. He began by saying that E. had suggested to him that since
we are running short & might be possible to have just one vehicle come from Nairobi to get the team
ingead of two—E. and | will be gone, and perhaps C.. They objected fiercdy that it wouldn't be
comfortable to be in one vehicle, and “they need their comfort.” The supervisors then joined in saying
that they keep hearing that the project is poor, and they are worried about their sdlaries. This goes on
for awhile, and then E. saysther sdaries are not in doubt. And | say that their sdlaries are not in doubt.
| explain that the financing for this project was very generous, particularly on the mgor part which was
their sdlaries. They and F. figured out what these should be and | didn’t quibble at dl, because | wanted
them for this project. E. pointed out that the project had overspent in severa ways—hiring more
interviewers, staying longer in Gwass, an underestimate for the cost of the boat, the parties in Gwass
and HB which we dl enjoyed but were not in the budget. R. got incensed at this, made a passionate
gpeech thet hiring more interviewers etc was not the team’s decison. | thought at first she was saying
that it was my decision (which | suppose it was) but she was saying that it was the management, the
team shouldn’t be made to bear the burden of this but rather the management, i.e. her and F.. She
made this argument severd times. | said that the issue was that we had a limit, we couldn’t spend any
more, there wasn’t any more, that the only times | had raised the issue of concern about the budget was
the discussion about sharing rooms in Homa Bay and after we got here, when they wanted the project
to provide beer and sodas in the evening, and that | had pointed out re the HB rooms that | had brought
this up and said it was their choice and that some might eventually have to come out of their per diems.
It turns out, which | didn’t know, that they had already been paid the entire per diem. E. pointed out
that it would seem like it came out of their salary but it was redly the per diem, but that seemed very
unfarr to them. Ultimatdly it was tabled: E., F. and R. will calculate how much we have left and how
much we need until we dl get back to Nairobi, and tell them, they can decide what to do. It turns out
that E. hersdlf doesn't know exactly how much there is in Nairobi—she asked E. severd times but he
never told her.

On top of this it turns out that G. had invited the whole team (minus me) to dinner tonight, and the
supervisors didn't tell the cooks—nor did G., whose wife is the head cook.

| turn off the generator (and thus the lights) to signal I'm not happy with them. When they get back E.
comesinto say R. fedsvery badly about things, she spoke too strongly. | tell E. to tel R. not to worry,
I”’m disappointed with the team but not upset with her.

Wednesday: | don't get up for breskfast, dtho awake. P. and T. cometo check. | tell them aso I'm
disappointed with them, that the project has been v. generous with their salaries, and | don’t fed good
about it. Midmorning | send D. for F., and tell him I’'m disgppointed in him, that as sudy director it's
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part of hisjob to ded with these things with the supervisors. He says he tried, but they wouldn't listen
to him, and that it's hard working with people he knows so well for so long. He said it' sonly the issue
about the rooms and the vehicle that they have been upset about, | point out that these are the only two
issues re budgetary redtrictions that came up. He says they fed bad about it now, they like me, etc. |
say he has to get them to count how many more they have left to do and calculate numbers needed per
day, that there will be trouble if they can't finish when they expect to, which he now saysisthe 19". He
himsdf noted that in the early days in a Site you get the ones that are easy to find, the later dayswill be
harder. And once they have counted, he and R. have to go over the budget with E., including alowing
extradaysfor D. and C. to finish entering from Mfangano.

The chief and one of his pilat fish come in to greet me, hope everything is going well. | say yes except
Mauta, where people are complaining that he influenced the hiring because his girlfriend was hired. | say
she's good, he didn’t influence, but people are complaining about A. being hired. He certainly didn’t
deny that sheis the girlfriend. | dso reiterate that it was wrong for him to tell people they had to clean
the compound, he firg ingsts that he didn't, but | tell him we ve been coming here for along time and
know alot of people, so we know what goes on. He then said that he did lie to them about having to
clean it but only to get the interview, not to get hired. He said cleaning the bush was for us, | said again
that’ s not so, we don’t care about the bush but about the rooms, he says again he didn’t have the key, |
say nonsense, this room was open as was the hdl. | dso tell him about O. asking for bribes: his main
issue was whether anyone actudly paid anything. | hint at the possibility thet I'll be talking with the PC
when in Nairobi. He was perspiring heavily. | said he should meet with the people in Mauta and explain
he didn’t influence the hiring of A., and that he had mided the peaple he got to clean the compound. He
said hewould talk to some at the burid today, tho | doubt he will be straightforward with them.

NETWORKS: One questionnaire | checked today had 4 FP nwps with English names, and 4 AIDS
nwps al with Nyar something. Perhapsthereis a different relationship between people when you know
their English name, or perhaps it's a Sgn that FP is something modern, AIDS is something more locd,
more Luo.

evening: Chief came by and said he talked to people from Mauita, that they were complaining about the
two who were dismissed and that we had hired from outsde. He said he would walk there tomorrow
S0 our supervisor could tell him which homes were problems, but | asked him not to do that. Later, G.,
who was a the burid while he was taking, said no one was listening, they were waking around.  T.
sad her mijikumi, who had been refusing, said he talked to chief but was't listening to him, thet it was
G. M. who had the list of those to be hired, and that these white people, they don't understand. T. said
she told him that “every organization has it's own rules. Like you are a miji kumi and you do things a
certain way, and if | were living here | would follow those rules. Other organizations have different rules
and we [the team] have to follow thoseg’.
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Burid of A.O., Ugina. Pagtor saying no inheritance, al you guys waiting around to inherit her you're out
of luck, one guy stood up and said what if it was only desth from a snakebite?

The widow at today’ s buria stood up and said she would not be inherited, she's a church elder. People
shifted from Luo/Basuba. In Luo funeras they talk about the person, but here they didn’t. Some guy
garted to tak and a guy in the audience shouted “talk about AIDS’. And the pastor did. Pastor said
the only way to control AIDS is by being saved. “Young girls, men, stop looking at each other, then
desires come’. Dwet on AIDS not being chira, “1 know you are looking a me with bad eyes but |
have to say it: No inheritance.”

F. said people here refer to the team as the people who wak with the mzungu.

Cdculaion is that they have 8 interviewd/interviewer |eft to do, so 4 days (given that the last ones are
the hardest to find).

G. has found “love in the village’. Interviewed a widow, a Chridtian, today whose husband used to
drink, smoke bhang. She taked with him little by little, and eventualy one day he said | will joinyou in
the church, and he stopped drinking and smoking.

Thursday:

Team off for the big trip up the mountain to Nyahera As is their custom, dl the supervisors and their
interviewers go up. An exception was made for C., who is more than 8 months pregnant. Another
pregnant interviewer (7 months), F., was given the option of remaining but choseto go. Sheand T.
(who is the least fit of the supervisors) are walking buddies-they started off earlier. Lots of excitement
as they organized to leave and marched off. In this Site as in others, the supervisors quickly designate
especidly capable interviewers, and delegate some of the organization to them—getting and packing the
gifts, didributing questionnaires, etc.

The clinic seems hardly to operate. The incharge has not been here a dl, except to bring us the keys
and for the vist of the DC. The “medica technician” was on leave when we arived, came back
Sunday, but no evidence of his presence except yesterday, when we heard babies crying-perhaps it was
the day for immunizations. But it seems that the villagers get little medica care. (One man came last
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week to say his father was having difficulty “passing urine’, could | help.

Team back. T. v. proud of hersdf, “wher€'s there's a will therésaway.” R. says people up there
remember them, call out “R.!".
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