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- I found this respondent at his grand parents’ home. And then we went to 

sit behind a certain small house near his grand parents’ house, a thatched 

one. His father signed the consent form signifying that he had allowed his 

son to be interviewed rather chat with me. At the beginning of the 

interview I asked about his age which he said that he is 15 years old and 

about his education, he said he is in Standard 7. Asked about his hobbies 

he said that he likes farming, studying notes and helping parents’ jobs. 

- Asked to tell me what their teacher said the last time he was at school, 

before this holiday, he said that their teacher said MUKADZISUNGE 

OSACHITA ZA CHIWEREWERE- Chichewa meaning abstain from 

promiscuity. Asked why the teacher said that, he said, Kunja kuno 

kwaopsa, there is AIDS disease that has no medicine. I asked him if he 

said that in class really. He said that it was not in classroom but at 

assembly during closing day so that everyone should understand. He said, 

he [teacher] also said that they should be working hard at home, studying 

and, he went on saying that, studying is not at school itself even home is 

the best place to study. And I asked; what was the reaction of you and 

your friends upon hearing that? He said in his mind he believed that the 

teacher was saying the truth, life has become dangerous, and there is 

AIDS. And your friends reaction? He said that he can’t know but he could 

see that they also believed according to what is happening nowadays. Like 

what? I asked. He said like people are hearing from the radios what is 

happening nowadays that there is AIDS everywhere and people are  dying 

each and every day and people are now believing and concluding that this 

is the time of kudziletsa – Chichewa (Abstaining). 

- Do you have friends odziletsa?- Chichewa meaning those who abstain? He 

said yes. How do you know? I asked. He said we meet sometimes and 



discuss. About what? I asked. He said that they meet and discuss that the 

world is so dangerous nowadays. There is AIDS and therefore no need of 

practicing promiscuity. And your friends respond negatively or positively? 

He said, they agree (amavomereza) meaning responding positively. 

Where do you meet and chat or discuss this? He said on the road when 

coming from school or in groups within the village while chatting. What 

prompts these discussions? I asked. He said that they advise each other 

because Anyamata- (Young men) like sex and therefore advising each 

other to try to be abstaining from doing Chiwerewere –(Promiscuity) 

since there is AIDS which has no medicine. When did you discuss this? I 

asked. Last week; he answered. How often do you discuss this? He said 3 

times a week, for instance. I asked “because you have sexual partners”? 

He said no but because the youth need to be aware of this disease and be 

clever enough of not wanting to catch it for where they are they think of 

wanting to have sexual partners and be having sex with them. I asked, do 

you discuss this amongst girls as well? He said not at all only amongst 

boys not girls because if we associate with girls, people will be thinking 

that they are our sexual partners – ndi zibwenzi zathu in Chichewa he 

concluded. 

- I asked, do you talk these amongst those who go to school or those who 

are out of school? He said amongst those who had gone to school. No one 

outside school because he said, he likes chatting with those who go to 

school to be giving aid to each other regarding education and most  of the 

times they discuss this when they are coming from school. 

- Asked if they discuss with each other basing on the fact that they are of 

the same denomination? He said that they are not of the same 

denomination. 

- I asked, do you have friends who are not at school now? He said not at all 

only those who are at school as he had already said; he reminded me. 

Then I asked why some people drop school? He said that some drop 



school because some of them rush to marry rather get married and some 

lusting to get jobs working at a certain person like a House Keeper  or 

farming on his or her garden and be paid after a month. He said some 

herd goats and some do not know the importance of school. He also said 

that some, despite knowing the importance of school as it gives high 

chances of getting good jobs when one is educated, but due to the reason 

that they unwisely think and are poor as well as weak in thinking to 

continue with education, they drop. 

- Asked if he has a sexual partner, he said he doesn’t have. Asked why not, 

he said it’s because he knows himself that the world is so dangerous 

nowadays due to AIDS. Asked when does he want to have a sexual 

partner? He said not at all, he doesn’t think of that any more. I smiled 

over him and said you are youth, you need to have at least one in your 

life as you will be still living alive, say at school and tell me when are you 

going to have one? Remember as I said that this is very confidential 

indeed as I had already told you. 

- He answered saying that of course only that because those people who 

were enumerating  (Anthu omwe amalembera aja) – I believe the Nurses- 

told me the results and now I don’t think of having a sexual partner soon. 

Okay? They told you the results? He said yes and I am okay. Okay, 

smiling over him and I asked “what was your reaction then upon hearing 

that?” He said that “I was happy and from there where I heard the results 

I went straight home and tell my parents about my results. Okay! So what 

was the parents’ reaction? He said that parents were happy. How happy 

were they? I asked. He responded saying that they gave him K20.00 to go 

to the Grocery and buy soap to wash all his clothes. 

- Before the results were you not concerned rather worried of anything? He 

said that he wasn’t concerned at all. Suppose the results were bad? I 

asked. He said “ I could have done what I could have been told there by 

those who were enumerating” -  amene amalembera  in Chichewa. He 



said I believed them- meaning the Nurses ( as those who were 

enumerating) 

- Asked as to how many sexual partners he had before? He said he had no 

one ever since. I probed for a while so that he could remember if at all he 

had forgotten even the one he had before he said he had never ever since 

and proceeded saying that had it been that he had, he could have told me 

and added saying that even a person who came to interview 

(kudzandifunsa mafunso- Chichewa), I told him/her(I don’t know whether 

he said a female or male he didn’t specify and I forgot to ask too) the 

same, that even before I had no Chibwenzi. 

- Asked why he doesn’t have a partner, he said that it is because he obeys 

and follows rather listens to what the radio says. What does the radio 

say? He said that it says AIDS has no medicine that can cure it but only 

abstaining from sex is good. Asked as to why he can’t have one and be 

using condoms, but make sure he has the partner?  He said that may be 

in future after completing his education and he proceeded saying that 

“even when I will finish, I will just go straight to marry if I will want to 

have a partner and not Chibwenzi. 

- At what age do you think you will marry? He said 25 years. Asked why 25 

years? He answered saying that because of school which will delay him a 

lot to first of all complete his education before marrying. Asked as to how 

he will choose? He said wina aliyense- in Chichewa- meaning anyone. Of 

the same village? I asked. No, he said but from another village for respect 

purposes and he proceeded saying that they will have to go for blood test 

to know if both of them are safe from  kachirombo koyambitsa matenda a 

Edzi – Chichewa meaning : to know if both of them are safe from the 

virus which causes AIDS. And when found or when she can be caught 

having the virus? Basi kumusiya! – (Chichewa) Just leave her! – English. 

- Going for blood test after sleeping with her? He laughed and said no, but 

before sleeping (having sex- kugona pamodzi) each other. 



- Asked of what tribe he will choose, he said of any tribe. Of what 

denomination? He said of any denomination provided it is a different 

denomination from his. Asked why? He said because if the same church 

with him probably she will refuse to go with him for blood test. 

- Asked as to why this can happen like the way he thinks? He said because 

they will be belonging to the same church and be under-rating each other, 

not respecting each other because of belonging to the same church, he 

said; kutolona chibwana chifukwa chopempherera church chimodzi  -

Chichewa. Asked whether she should be educated or not educated. He 

said she should be educated and asked why educated he said that 

because by that time he will perhaps be educated as well. 

- How do you foresee your future in terms of your education? He said it is 

good. Asked why good as he thinks and foresee it, he said that because I 

am going to school, studying and also coming here to help parents in the 

field. Asked to what position was he this term? He said that he was on 

position 7. I asked, your friends beat you in position? He said not. Asked 

why his friends did not beat him in position, he said that “because I know 

how to study here at home. Your friends do not know how to study at 

their homes? He said that they know but ignorantly without really knowing 

what they are reading. It is all about reading (kuwerenga) rather studying 

and not for the sake of wanting to know. I asked; “do you think that they 

are busy with their partners and that makes them not to concentrate on 

their studies. He said not. You mean boys of your age do not go for sexual 

partners? He said may be they go but I can’t exactly know. 

- Okay, but do you think a man or a woman can avoid AIDS by getting 

married? He said not. He said that he gave the same response when the 

survey interviewer was here. Then I asked him when did he go for the 

VCT as he said to hear for his results? (NOTE: I mentioned VCT myself for 

him.) He said that last week. (2 weeks ) he meant. 

 


