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I visited Sophie Everson as my respondent and on that time she was jus waiting for me 

since she was already told that she was going to have a visitor (me).  We started our 

conversation by first greeting each other then she told me to sit on a mat. 

 

This respondent there are seven in their family (three of them passed away and four of 

them are still alive).  She is a number seven (last born) in their family.  There were three 

boys and four girls in their family.  Both her parents are still alive.  And she is now 18 

years.  This respondent dropped school when she was in standard three.  She dropped 

school because she was lacking some help for her to continue her education (in 

Chichewa: chifukwa chosowa chithandizo) and I asked her what kind of  help she was 

talking about and she answered that there are some things which a person needs in her 

daily life like soap, clothes, food for her to have in daily life so among these things they 

were not available to her thus why she decided to drop school.  Soon after dropping 

school she decided to search for some domestic job in some households at Mphula.  I 

asked her what kind of domestic job you were doing and she answered that she was 

fetching water, sweeping or cleaning on and inside the house washing clothes and 

cooking.  And I asked her if she was given salary and she said that, her manager/boss 

(bwana) was giving her money after the month's end.   

 

Then I asked her if she had a boyfriend (chibwenzi) on that time and she said that at the 

beginning of her job, she did not have any chibwenzi and I asked her why not? And she 

answered that she was refusing and I asked her why she was refusing when proposed and 

she said that she was afraid of her that once she have chibwenzi she will be abandoned 

for work (kumuchotsa ntchito) so she was afraid to be abandoned for work.   

 

And I asked her again that you mean that you never had any chibwenzi since before?  

Then she answered that she decided to find a boy friend chibwenzi in 2001 when she was 

back form her village. She met with this boyfriend/chibwenzi at the football pitch 

(sports). The boy tell his friends to propose her.  At first she refused and I asked her why 

she refused for the first time she said that she wanted to see the face of the boy before she 

accepted and I asked her why she wanted to see the face of the boy and she said that 

others looks like (nkhwangwa) and I asked her what you mean if you say Nkhwangwa 

she said that some people are not beautiful (ugly/dull) that's why she wanted to see his 

face.  And for the second time the boy comes again face to face to propose her and after 

she saw him she accepted and I asked her that you mean that you accepted him just 

because of his appearance or body structure or handsome and she said that she accepted 

him because he was more handsome.  

 

The chibwenzi ended after one year and I asked why the chibwenzi ended and she said 

just because the boy was not giving her money so she decided to end chibwenzi.  With 

this chibwenzi they were meeting twice a week, this chibwenzi was in the same village.  

After the end of this chibwenzi she decided to rest for almost one month without having 

any chibwenzi and after a month another boy came to propose her and she accepted. I 

asked her she accepted for the first time without refusing and she said that she knew the 



boy already and she was waiting him to propose her (amamukhumbira ndikale kuti 

akhale chibwenzi chake) she hoped him already to be her boyfriend (chibwenzi) and I 

asked why she hopes him to be her chibwenzi (boyfriend) and said that the boy was 

handsome and he had money.  For the first time, she met with this boy at borehole where 

a group of boys gathered and once she saw him she admired him and she was doing 

things of interesting him in order to cope him to propose her like she was speaking to him 

while she turned her eyes (kutembenuza maso akamalankhula) in order to make the boy 

to propose her.   

 

The chibwenzi started in 2002 and ended in 2004 (for almost two years).  This chibwenzi 

had another girlfriend I asked why this chibwenzi had another girlfriend and she said that 

because her chibwenzi had a lot of money.  I asked her what age was he on that time and 

she said that he did not tell her his age but she imaginary [thinks] that [he] was about 18 

years of age.  I asked her again what was the main issue of ending this chibwenzi and she 

said that she was afraid of getting AIDS through another zibwenzi [Chichewa: plural 

chibwenzi; meaning other girlfriends].   

 

After that she decided to find another boy friend (chitomelo [Chichewa: fiancé]) whom 

she will marry with not chibwenzi.  For almost one month after the end of the second 

chibwenzi she saw a certain lady coming towards her while she was at borehole on that 

she was drawing water on that borehole.  This lady told her (respondent) that I had a 

single word to share/tell you and she asked what kind of words she was talking about and 

she said that my brother wants you to be his girl friend and he want to marry you 

(chitomelo) and she smiled for a while that she replied that go and tell your brother that I 

accepted by he should come here (borehole) in order to discus and I asked her what she 

discussed with him and she said that we were discussing about the procedure of our 

chitomelo mainly the time we should take for our chitomelo before we get married 

including asking her if he had another girl friends (zibwenzi zina) apart from her.  

 

After meeting with the boy.  She asked her if he had another zibwenzi and he answered 

that he had before but he ended all of them thus why he decided to marry her, then she 

agreed to make chitomelo she also said that she accepted him just because she wanted to 

get married with that man. 

 

This boy dropped school what he was in Standard 2 they were always  chat for almost 

one hour and I asked why they were spending one hour chatting with this chitomelo and 

she answered that just because both  her parent were noticed that she will get married 

with him so her parents were giving her a chance to chat with him. 

 

According to the gifts exchanging, with the first chibwenzi he was not giving her gifts I 

asked why he was not giving gift?  She said that he was a hardware (woumira) [Chichewa 

euphemism for someone cheating someone else] and he always telling her that I don't 

have money may be I will give you tomorrow but with the second chibwenzi at the 

beginning he was giving a lot of gifts to her like soap, lotion and money ranging from 

K50- K30 but  he changed giving  her gifts as much as he did before their chibwenzi and 

he was giving her K20 some times he was not giving her any gifts.  The gifts was being 



given when they had sex but sometimes he was just giving this gift without doing sex 

(voluntary).  I asked her why the gifts differed with the beginning and she answered that 

she thought that on that time her chibwenzi had another zibwenzi (sparewheel/ 

supplementary) that's why he changed the amount of gifts.  The third boy friend 

(chitomelo) was giving her money ranging from K200- K150.  He was offering these 

gifts after they had sex.  I asked her why having sex with your chitomelo while you will 

going to marry and she said that her boyfriend (chitomelo) wanted to had sex for he was 

hungry on that day (anali ndi njala) that's why she had sex with her chitomelo before they 

married each other.  This two people had not married and amount of gifts is quietly 

reduced rather than before.  Because for the beginning of chitomelo he offered more gifts 

ranging K250 – K150 but as of now in their marriage he is giving her K100 for pocket 

money and I asked her why the gifts differ,  She said that may be her husband have 

another girl friend or not she never know why the gifts changed. 

 

With the first boy friend they usually had sex once a day and they used condoms because 

she was afraid of sexual transmitted diseases and I asked her what are these diseases she 

was afraid with and she said that she was afraid of chindoko (Syphillis). But with the 

second chibwenzi they had sex twice a day and they used condoms because he was not 

walking well (sankayenda bwino) and I asked her what she meant if she say that this 

chibwenzi was not walking well and she replied that on that time her chibwenzi had 

another girlfriend thus why she used condoms with him in order to prevent AIDS and 

gonorrhea plus syphilis. 

 

I asked her again according to the third boy friend (chitomelo) how often they meet and 

she answered that they met three times a day and they don't use condoms and I asked why 

they are not using condoms she said that they [aren't] using condoms because they want 

children so if they use condom they will kill the children in side the condom. 

 

Her plans in the future she want to buy some goods like plates more clothes and they 

want to build a good/big house so that the children born will have more place for 

sleeping.  The obstacles she thinks to have in future may be it will be like beating by her 

husband and I asked why do you think that you will be beaten by your husband and she 

answered that because other people do cope from their friends so may be he will be going 

to cope from his friends that why she thinks so.  But she is enjoying with her about her 

private part (during sex) and she answered that they were doing sex with all three people 

during light not blackout and I asked why she were doing sex in light and she said that 

she wanted to see his gentals (maliseche ake). 

 

COMMENT: 

The interview was fine but at the beginning of the interview the respondent was doing 

shyness and I asked her why she was doing shyness and she answered that she was not 

shy, and I told her to smile with me and we both smiled each other and after smillng she 

removed her shyness and she was now flexible so that while she  answered the question 

while she was flexible up to the end of the interview.  In addition we both enjoyed the 

interview.        


