Respondent: |D#2508
Age #A

Date: 10 July, 1999
Interviewer: Christopher
Didrict: Bdaka

Duringthe 2™ visit (this Friday) | visited the respondent together with the village headman who was showing
me the way, dmost 8km from the road to [village]. The respondent was not there, he was said to have
goneto repair hisbike at the rear of N primary schoal. | followed him there but never found him. Then |
went back to the village headman’ shouse. Within 20 minutes. He came cycling, saying he had heardfrom
hiswife that | wanted to have a chat with him.

| said that | heard he had gone to drink some (loca) beer, he said no (the village headman had said if heis
missing then heisat thelocd didtillery). | then said that | just wanted to have achat with him to learn about
different cusoms or traditionsin hisvillages like the dances, and if he could spare sometimewith me. He
said yeah. We were on the khonde (veranda) so | said, “Why don’t we go under the tree” because |
wanted privacy, heagreed. Then| started asking him just to fed freeas| waswaiting for my friend T, and |
told him there are different cusomgftraditions. Inmy village, N there aretraditionsthat arefollowed when a
baby is born, and | was just interested to know whether in his area they differ or not. He Started by
explaining that when ababy isborn he knows the men are not supposed to degp with thewifefor 7 months.
| asked him why thisis so, he said because if the man deeps with the woman she can become pregnart
when the other baby istill young. | asked him what men do during this period, do they manage to control
themsalves, especidly “we young men”. He laughed and said that he himself does control himself and he
had never dept with another woman since he got married. “I have 3 kids, two died, and | will not have
more snce | use family planning”. | asked him jokingly, “even if you were not married you never had
another girlfriend apart from your dear girlfriendthen?” He answered that he has had more than one partner
when hewas young, but ever snce he married he never dept with another woman evenwhen hiswifehad a
amal kid. | asked him if some of hisfriends deep with other women, not only when ababy issmall, and |
sad, “I am not asking you to mention names but do you know some of your friendswho dothat?” Hesad
there are many who deep with other women, and he dways tells them it's not good. He continued by
saying that he himself knowsit's not good to deep with other women, and if ababy isyoung it’snot good
since the woman can become pregnant. | asked him if he ever discussed such issues about deegping with
other women with hisfriends hesaid“Ya, | tell them, and | eventdll them that they should aso use family
planning since having many children is not good because feeding and supporting themisnot possibleif one
depends only on farming. “My wife uses pills because | know the goodness of family planning and | don't
want to have more”. Redly? | said and he said ya, she started using pills three years ago. | asked him
where he heard about family planning, hesaid “ over theradio, it’ severy day now, but people don’t hear the
message’. | then asked him in what language the messages on theradio arein, he said Chichewa, | asked
himif heever heard themin Yao and he said no. | asked him whether it was better to havetheminYao or
Chichewa, he said “everyone speaks Chichewa so it's good in Chichewd’. | then asked him if it saso
good to do it in English, he said that's good for those who went to schoal. | asked him if he himsdf is
comfortablewith English jingles, hesaid no. | then asked “thenisit good to doit in English whenyou don't
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undergand?’ Hesad no. | thentold him | redly gppreciated hiscoming to meafter | had followed him and
not found him, and that | had learnt alot and that | learned his views on whether family planning messages
should be in English and dso the traditions that a man should not degp with a woman when she has just
given birth up to seven months later. | said kuyenda nkuvina, meaning if you stay in one place you can't
learn more but you haveto travel as| had doneto thisarea. He said farewell to me and took hiswife (she
had not been part of the conversation) and eft.

Observation/comment: The respondent seemed to want to please me by telling me pogtive things. For
interest’ s sake we need to cross- check thewife stranscript (because shewasinterviewed, hesad) to seeif

she sad she uses pill and whether the man was lying or thewoman ishiding thet she' susng thepills. If we
discover he lied about the pills, then | would doubt his credibility saying that he never had extra marita

affars.

When the village headman (VV H) escorted meto find the respondent we chatted about how bigthevillageis.
The VH isayoung man of about 25, | was prasing him that heisayoung VH and inabig village. When
we were leaving the respondent’ s house after not finding him, we came across a young lady of about 18
carrying pumpkins leaves from the garden. We greeted her and the VH said “hey, cook nsima, | havea
vigtor” (jokingly) and the lady said 0.k. She would do that. | saw it as an opportunity to prove about
extramaritd affairs, and started by asking if shewas married. He said shewasn't, | asked why, isshe a
school? He said she dropped out. By thistime we were walking back toward the VH’ shouse where [the
driver] waswith thevehicle. We continued chatting, and | said she sbeautiful, why isn’'t she married, does
she go out with other men in the village? He said ya, she does, and | asked him why there are few
unmarried women the village since we had moved dmost across the village and never met many but only
that one. He said many are across near the school, and he said, “there, there are many, | tell you”. And |
sad “and at least you have one, chief?” And he laughed and said “yaya, it'slikethat. | never . |
switched to asking him how much 50K g of maizeis here, | could by it and just put it in the vehicle. We
reached his home and the vehicle, and | told [the driver] we should follow the respondent to the school
about 1km away, and the VH and | got in, dong with 4 young children. Then | said, “Mr. [driver], there
aremany unmarried ladies the direction we are going, the VH hastold me. Thedriver said, “itistrue’, and
the VH said that there are many, that he could “arrangefor us’. | said, “ah, VH, you want to give usthose
you dready dedt with”, he laughed and said no, he wouldn't give us those but others, and | asked how
many had hededt with. Hesaid“amodt three’”. | asked himif heisgtill with those or the affairsended, and
he said he goes with only one presently, but he has dept with three. | asked him if hiswife never heard of
this (probing to seeif he was doing this when he was married), he said he was dready married but hiswife
was in late pregnancy. We stopped the discussion when we stopped at a small trading center where he

asked peopleif the respondent had reached there to repair his bike.



