Respondent: ID#17517
Interviewer: Christopher
Date: 5 duly, 1999
Didrict: Bdaka

Found respondent weaving baskets/chairswith four friends. | asked about the prices of sngle/couplechairs
and wastold. Asked if they sdll at U, they said people do come thereto buy. | asked who M wasamong
the group and he identified himsdlf, | asked if he could spare some time for a chat with me. He sad
welcome and let’ s St down, he wanted to get me achair. | told him we could just St down under atree
nearby snceit wouldn't take that long. | introduced myself and told him that | wanted to chat with himon
some issues while | was waiting for my friends who had questionnaires.

| asked him to explain for me so that | knew for my interest on the hyenaissue. Hesaid hyenasexig inthe
community and this occurs when a man has a young baby who died and they want to resume deeping

together. It lso occurs when aman has extramarital sex and this causesthe woman’ sbody to swell. First,
when the baby diestheankhoswe (marriage counsd orsfrom both sdes) cometogether and identify aman
in the village who should deep with the woman at night. The husband istold to deep e sewhere since the
woman has to be “cleansed” before deegping together. If they deep together without the hyena going to
deepwith her firgt, shecan die. Secondisawoman who hasayoung child and the woman’ sbody startsto
swel. Thecounsdorscal theman and tel him that hiswifeis swelling because he himsdlf hasbeen involved
in extramarita sex esewhere, and they tell him to say the truth lest the woman dies and he shdl be

summoned. If herevealsthat he hasindeed gone and moved around “in the bush”, they arrangefor ahyena
and thewomanistold to get ready at night for whoever comesand that she should not shout Sincethe hyena
comesat night. After deeping with her, the following morning the man and woman wash in water which has
medicine; after that they can safely deep together. Asked if the hyena continues secretly deeping with the
woman, he said sometimes that can continue but this depends on the attitude of the woman, if she' sloose
she continues secretly with the other man. However, he said he has never heard of such a case in this
community.

| said that he had said that hyenas come when aman isinvolved in extramarital sex when hiswife has a
young baby, S0 does this occur in the community, that some men indulge in extramaritd sex? Hesad, “ya,
it'svery common”. | asked him why he thinks people do that. He said most young men have“fireheet in
thar trousers’, and this“fire/lheat” iswhat makesthem go for different women. He said that some men do
that to show that they are champions, and when one does not do that they say “ ah, that oneiscold” and not
worth aman. Hesad the young men leavetheir wivesand go for other women because of lugt, it' snaturd,
he said, and continued that even in the Bible Adam had Eve as hiswife so marriage is natura, but men find
their wives unsatisfactory sometimes and deep with other women. Asked if thisoccursinthe community he
says it’s common, and it's common even between married men and married women.  Some women are
loose, he sad, they go to a borehole and leave their bucket and go esewhere within the village and meet
ther lovers, or to the maize mill or market and meet their lovers, and they return looking innocent. Thishe
sad occurs, and he knows a number of women who do this. Asked to mention not the names but the
number of men who do this, he said they are more than women who do that. There are certain women in
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the community who are sngle and survive by moving around with other wives husbands. They want money,
hesad. Askedif, Snce he said extramaritd affairs were common, if he himsdf has ever had it, he said it
was five years ago when he was married to his ex-wife. He was going out with his present wife when he
was married to the ex-wife. He said hewas doing that because he was hearing from other peoplethat “your
wife is going out with such, such’, but he couldn’t believeit since he had no proof. Then he saw changesin
behavior in the household, she started being rude, going to her mother’ svillage every now and then, that's
where she was meeting the other men. So he himself thought it wise to propose another woman, and then
they had one child. He proposed another woman and was having secret affairswith her because hefdt his
wifewas not honest, so he was doing the same. He impregnated the other woman and thiswife heard and
they quarreled and separated. He married the other woman who is hiswife now, and inssts he has not had
an dfair ever sncethey got married (5 years ago).

He says he avoids that because heisafraid of gonorrhea, buboes and AIDS. He explained that as of now
he staysin N in hisfather’ svillage and the wifeisaway at her mother’ svillagein K. Heistemporarily here
because that’ s where he makes basket chairsthis season, but still he does not indulge in an affair. | asked
himif heever haslust or desirefor other women, hesaid, “ya, he does’, but he avoids degping withthem. |
asked if he has ever asked for sex with another lady, he sad, ya, he has done 0, alady who bought chairs
on credit and was not willing to pay and kept on saying 1’ veno money so just do anything you want on me,
you may come hometonight”, and at that time he was tempted and asked her for sex, she agreed. But he
never went there because he says he knows her behavior: she's alady who moves around. | asked him
what's wrong with her? Does she not look hedthy? He said she does, but she might have a virus
(kachirombo). | asked himiif it's possible to know that a woman has a virus or not and what advice he
could give meif | wanted to propose for marriage in this village. He said it' s redlly difficult to know that a
woman has AIDS or nat, until she starts showing signs. The only thing you can do to choose apartner in
the village is by going/mesting young men in the village and chat with them, asking them *1 have seen anice
lady in the village and | want her to be my partner”, and these can tell you that thelady isworthy of being or
partner or that she moves around too much. It isthe young men of the same village who can know about
the lady since they stay with her.

| asked him if hedrinksbeer, he said yes, and | asked himif one entersabottle storeat U and immediately
meets bar girls, how can one know that thelady has AIDS or not before choosing onefor sex. Helaughed
and sad it is difficult unless she has dlear Sgns of AIDS. He continued that some bar girls do not have
AIDS and some do, but it is difficult to know. | asked himif he knows any of his friends who have dept
with a bar girl, he said a number of them using Chishango (condom). | asked him if he had aso used
Chishango, he said he hasn’t and he has never dept with abar girl. He emphasized that nowadays we
young men should learn to control ourselves. | told him that’ strue, but it isnaturd and | do use condomsif |
have extramaritd affairs, anceit’s natura to do so, especidly weyoung men. Hesadit' strueand good to
use condoms and | asked him if he remembers back if he has never used them, he said no, never. | asked
him if when he had extramarita sex she wasthe only one, he said yes she was theonly one and he has over
these five years never had extramarital sex. | then asked him to escort me to the car aswe finish our chat.
He showed me the place where his father livesin the village and we bade farewell.



