Respondent: | D#45506
Interveiwer: Davie Chitenje
Date: 17 July 1999

Didrict: Mchinji

| found F busy shelling maize a few minutes before lunch. | joined him and we al sarted shdling. In he
courseof shelling maize, | introduced mysdlf, that | am Davie Chitenje, | waswith my friendswho where by
theninavillagenext to D [village], so | wanted to wait for them while chatting with him. Before we chatted
further, hiswife welcomed usto lunch. | refused and the man went to have hislunch. | continued shelling.
Within 20-30 minutes the man returned, and we continued our chat.

| continued by asking himwhat histribewas. Hereplied by saying that hisfather isaNgoni and his mother
Chewa Then | asked him to tdl me differences in terms of culturd beliefs between thesetribes. | just
guided him by giving him topicswhich | wanted himto tell me. Thefirgt topic was how the people of these
two tribesmarry, what are the processeslike? He then briefed me mainly about the Chewabecauseit’ sthe
tribewhichisknown by. He said when aman hasfound agirl to marry, beforeyou take your wifeto livea
your house you have to pay money to her parents, which they cal nkhuku. Failingto pay themoney, you
are not alowed to take awife. It'sunlike Ngoni culture, whereby lobolaispad (wedth paidtothewife' s
parents so that dl the children belong to the husband)

On the second issue, | asked him what peoplein that area can do when awoman has new baby? | sarted
by tdling him what people of my tribe (Yao) do, so as to make him more comfortable. | told him that
among the Y ao, when awoman has a child the couple do not deep together until six monthspassby. Now
| told him that | could be much happier if hetold me of histribe so that we should know one another better.

F, looking more composed, started by telling me thereisabig difference between Y ao and Chewatribes
because, he said, in the Chewatribe they stay for 3-4 monthsonly. After that, the husband isfreeto deep
with hiswife. | then continued by assuring him that asfar asaman is concerned, | think it’ simpossible to
dtay for that long without having sex. At thispoaint, | asked him how he managed that? The man cleared his
throat and gtarted telling me that he has two children, but since then he has never dept with any woman

except for hiswife, giving AIDSasan excuse. | then probed by saying that snce heisafraid of AIDS, why
can't he try with condoms. In hisreply, he said he will never believe in condoms, according to what he
heard from his friend. He was told that condoms sometimes burst in the course of sexud intercourse,
thereby exposing you to danger. At this point | went straight to my point by asking him that “doesit mean
that you have never dept with any woman for the past two years?” He openly told methat no. | then bade
him farewd| and we parted.



