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The respondent was preparing short pieces of wood for basket chairs. | gpproached him and he greeted
me. We exchanged greetings and talked about basket-chair weaving, whether he sdlsthem at [thetrading
center]. He said yes, and explained that he getsthe reedsfrom the hill near U, some5 milesaway. | asked
himif thisvillage was hishomevillage, he said it wasn't but he came here for marriage; heis married to the
younger Sgter of the late wife of my first repondent within the premises. | asked him if it was common
practicefor mentolivein their wife svillage or otherwise, he said most men go and liveintheir wife svillage
athough there are a few cases whereby a woman makes a specid arrangement to go and live in her
husband' s village.

| then asked him what traditions or rituals were followed after ababy wasborn. He said usudly it takes 7
months to resume deegping together, and the husband is advised not to deep with other women sincethis
canlead to the baby becomingill. | asked him if aman can manageto wait for 7 monthsto resume degping
together? He said for someit isnot possible, and | asked him what do they do then? He said some move
around with other women, and | asked him if this happensin the community. He said he cannot mention

names but he knows a number of men who move around with other women. | asked why they doit. He
sad they are after fame, so that people should say they move with different women. He explained that
when men have lust for awoman they proposeto deep with her, after that deeping then they boast and say
“ah, that one should not be proud of hersef, | dept with her”, and then they see another and they do the
same, “to benumber one’, ashe put it. Hesaid “ eeting madeya (husks) and nsima (staplefood) servesthe
same purpose of being satisfied; hence, one s wifeis not different from other ladies’. He explained that

whatever your wife has other ladies have, and men arejust lustful, especidly young men who just want to
deep with the women so asto becomefamous. | then asked him what he himsdlf doeswhen hiswifehasa
smdl kid, like now (she hasakid of about ayear) and he said he controlshimsdf. | told him that evenme, |

know it's difficult to say for along time waiting for the kid to grow up to 7 months, honedtly it is very

difficult to just stay without deeping with awoman. He complied, saying of course one cannot just Say.

Butin afar place, not inthe samevillage, sinceif the spouse discoversthen one can be called/summoned. |

then asked him if he had apartner the past year, he said no, but in 1997 when he had hisfirst born, and that
time he had to use a condom to protect himsdlf. | asked him if he frequently met the partner and used a
condom dways, and hesaid hemet her occasiondly in N village, whichiswhere he comesform. Hesaid he
has now stopped doing that since he is aware of AIDS, which is so dangerous.

| asked himif it is possibleto know that such, such aperson might beinfected with AIDS, hesaid no unless
he/she garts to suffer fromit. He said in the past time there used to be buboes which, when one wasill,
was lying on the mat, everyone could know that “eh, thet oneissck”, but with AIDSit'simpossible to
know that such, such apersonisill. | asked himif he hasseen and read posterson AIDS or family planning
anywhere, and he said he just sees pictures/posters at the hospitals and in books/magazines. | asked himif
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he thinksthese posters have an impact on him and the said ya, they teach him to control himsdlf, how AIDS
can be contracted and prevented. | then thanked him and he told me | was free to pick up some masau
fruits from atree there.



